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CHAP. I. 
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Oh fields ! oh wcods! when, when shall I be made 
The happy tenant of your shade ? Cowlbt. 

Solitude to Amanda was a luxury, as it af. 
forded her opportunities of indulging the ideas on 
-which her heart delighted to dwell: she yet believed 
she sjiould see Lord Mortimer, and that Lord Cher« 
burj'^ sanctioning their attachment would remore 
tliedeiieate -scruples of her father. From soothing 
bisf'plrssing hours, beguiling her own with the accom* 
plishmelits she possessed*, and indulging the tender 
suggestions of hope, a pleasure arose she thought ill 
exchanged for the trifling gaiety of the parties she 
was frequently inyited to. She was never at a loss 
tor amusement within Castle Carberry, or about its 
domain : the garden became the object of her pecu« 
liar care ; its situation was romantic, and long ne« 
gleet iiad added to its natural wildness.' Amanda, in 
' Vol. II. B " many 
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nanj* places, discorered ?estige8 of taat^, and wIsMI 
to restore all to primaeval beauty : the fruit-trees 
were matted together ; the alleys, grass.ground, and 
the flowers, choked with weeds. On one side lay a 
small wilderness, which surrounded a Gothic temple ; 
and on the other, green slopes, with masses of naked 
rock projecting through them;' a flight of riig^ed 
steps, cut in the tiring rock, led. to a cave on the 
summit of one of the highest :. a crgss rudely carred 
upon the wall, and the remains of a matted couch, 
denoted this having formerly been a hermitage , it 
overhung the sea, and all abont it were tremendous 
crags, against which the waves beat with violence* 
Over a low and arched door was a smooth stonej 
with the following lines engraved upon it : 

. , The pilgrim oft. 

At dead of night, 'mid hU oriaon, heart 
Adbast the voice of time-disparting towen. 
Trembling, all precipitate down dash'd. 
Battling around, loud thundering to the moon. DrsB* 

Upder.Anianda?s superinteiiding care, the garden 
soon .lost ats rude appearance: .A^naw conch wa| 
procured for, the hermitage, which she ornamented 
with shells and sea- weeds, rendering at a most de^ 
lightful recess;. the trees were pruned, the .alleyij 
cleared of opposing brambles, and over. the wall of 
the Gothic temple, she hung .the flowers she had 
purchased at St.: Catherine's, in fanciful wreaths* . 
* She often asqended the devious path of- the mouu^ 
tain which stretched beyond Castle Carberry, and 

beheld 



^^Utb^tifnures giittering in the BttBbeanBf, from 
yrUA lis foliage sheltaned her: l>at no yisioaarf 
pkfts^i^s, no M%htM imoHiles, no domestic atoe«« 
tkm%i made her forgetfdi to Che ealls of beneTolence ; 
she Tisited the haunts of poTerty, and reliOTed its 
liecessitfee to th^ ntmost of her power. The wretch* 
edoess.so often conspicaovs am^ong many of the 
lower r$Nk, .filled her njot only witk compassion but 
furprise, as she. had imagtiled that liberty and a f rait» 
fnl soil were genemlly attended with comfort and 
pri^perity. Her father, to whom she tommnnicated 
tills Idea, informed her, that the In^gence of the pea* 
sants proceeded, in « great degree, from the emignu 
tion of thjBir UndloMk: ^^ their wealth," said he^ 
f ' is spent in foreign lands, instead of enriching those 
from, whence it waa drawn. Policy shonid sometimea 
tndnce them, lo visit their e9lfttes ; the revenue of half 
a-year spiant pn them, would neoessarily benefit tho 
poor wretches who^e Ubours have contributed to 
raise it ; and, by exciting their gratitude, add incli* 
naUonrto. industiy, and consequently augment their 
profits**' 

The clouds which are'^fdrmed* by mists and exm 
balatf^nsy ^etiirn to the j^laoes from whence they 
"WW drawii, in fertilizing showers and refreshing^ 
4ews ; and al^iost every 'plant enriches the soil from 
which U sprung. Nature indeed^ in all her wotlEi^ 
is a glorious precedent to man ; but while enslaveil 
by disupatioD^ he cannot follow h^fxample: and 

B 2 what 



wliateifnMie flOBiioes of,ieiij«)tiQ^ittdo«iMt]Me/tf^ 
UgUett tile toiiftdf Ubdut^ . to oHeer tiie^hlldl df f!o4 
Teft^}f> to fitMe!0)€rdro0pwf!}iit«l,oliiiwriti! Ofa^ li€^ 

•ftU^^ FH<9fiMii[r&;;r:8b«'Js addon |(rauip€d hat <for c«'«Hb^ 

nomad*, ^thigv/ioitiiili the bn^aet. '>'^b« h^arf-Wftiefi 
iefigh^Mn domestid. jbfs, whKthivlfti^g ifiipk>ti<9 ^^I 
iude 'to Jieafbn^'Wiiiillv fi]lie)t»'''Af*Iiattan ^de^ieaii 

iRl»k^ the peasants benvitkeki suff^finl^fi^ sh<>\iltf iiif4 
JMCdnteDt of 'its 'Omipm'un-Mli^' ^tipl^<»rt'' kdriBrirHy 
vHMaat confiiaittfiig ; abd^titii^^ :Wl)!^ Vi^BMf st pile 
9t ttivfi efaihs(:ithj& iereriey o^ i^ wii$§^/ -li' steill 
atiip^of ^fvmnMi'^aMI' Mrltki oAbbeig^s arid -pbttt/Mifi 
a coir, a ■ pi^. aawl' 8>ariie piWiUty, Wmlc tfcjrtnf^ie* 
.con^lbtdy iapp5)r^':'ihdo^'6be ^re^ched librd ffl^l^ 

a( lord Mortimer's feelings recurring to her*thtti2P^ 
^> to tohani^jsiLcJiisdmes^'^ta tf&efldie ^la^fibuiltlro^d 

^ris^.inJtftstbail ;'to'i(viaiidar,«^'ietikvfen%i^d'^If<«y<^^ mH 
lMi».3rboae 8101^ ii.fTauglrt.iiritti<'«en^»$tl«(^; 'l«f^ rt^ir 
the prtrj^otB k)£ MBt)b«oI»m:«Li*eaK£ed-1^7^^^ teh9'of 
chmty,;, 9^1 ihei.£&dpd .diedlc 'd ^h^/ i^gaiit^fha 

l^or irf^beiithi,-! if .''-•'•' i » •' ' ' ' '•' "l''^ '• 



^^^ ... 



* Xhe^lesert bleatom l» the rose,' 

Bttd CGBtenit and cheerfiihieM spovt befteftth its 
idiadesi" 

FTom VBch an ecstatic reT«rre as this, Amanda wa) 
roused one morning by the. entrance of the Kilcor* 
feans and Ladj Greystock Into the dressing-room^ 
where she was working. ^^ Oh, my dear," cried the 
^dest of the yonng ladi«s/>^ we haye snck enchant* 
hig news to tell you ! Only think who is coming 
down here immediately? — Your uncle and aunt, and 
.tonsin. An express came this morning from Dublin, 
wheise they noil are, to the steward at Ulster Lodge, 
to have every thing prepared against next week for 
^eoi:."'--^ I declare,** said Miss Alicia, <^ I shall 
fnite envy y-ou tlie delightfal amnseme»t yon will 
hare with them.^'-^Amanda blushed, and felt a little 
confnsed.'^'^^ You will have no reason then, I 
fancy," replied she, ** for I really do not know 
them."—" 0& Lord!" exclaimed Mrs. Kilcorban; 
^^ Weil, (%atis Vety comical, not to kfiow your own 
fekM&Mis; but perhaps. they always lived in Scotland, 
and yop W^re ^afraid tb cross the sea to pay them a 
vi»t." — *< If that was the only fear she had," said 
Lady Greyst(>ck, with a satirical sthile^ ''she could 
Easily haye Snt^notfnted it; besides, would it not 
have held good with ¥es j^e-ct to ^ne place as well as 
another?— ^< Well, I nfeief thought of that," cri^ 
Mrs* Kilcorban ; ' ** but pray, Miss, may I ask the 
tesOon why you did not know tliem hy jetteri"— 
*^ It can be of ^ery little eonscquenco to you, Ma- 

B 3 dar 
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dam,'* replied Amanda cooDj, <*' to ' h*ap it"—* 
<' They say Lady Euphrasia Sutherland is Tecyacw 
complished," exclaimed Miss Kilcorfoan ; ^^ ^o a cor^ 
respondence with her would have been delightful. 
I dare say you write sweetly yourself; so, if yoti 
ever leave Castle Carberry, I beg you will favour 
me with letters ; for, of all things, I dote on a seh^ 
tlmental correspondence." — " No wonder," said 
Lady Greystock, " you are so particularly wjell 
qualified to support one."- — " But, roy'dear," re«* 
sumed Miss Kilcorban, '' we are to give the mosft 
enchanting ball that ever was given iu this world r 
papa says we shall have full liberty to do as we 
please respecting it." — ^' It will. be a troublesome 
affair, I am afraid," said Mrs. Kileorban^-^'^ We 
are to have confectioners and French cooks from 
Dublin," continued her daughter^ without minding 
this interruption ; ^^ every thing is to bo quite in 
style, and prepared against the third sight of the 
Marquis and Marchioness's arrival; so, my dear^ 
you and your papa will hold yourselves in readinest 
for onr summons." — Amanda bowed. — '^ My sifter 
and I are to have dancing-dresses from town ; but ]r 
will not give you an idea of the manner in which w0 
have ordered them tobe^made: I assure y on, yoa 
will be absolutely surprised and charmed when yoa 
see them. All the elegant men in the country will 
be at our entertainment. I dare say you will bf 
vastly busy preparing for it."—" Nature," said 
Lady Greys tock^ " has beea too bounteous to Mm 

^ . Fitzalan^ 
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FUzalan, to render such pveparatlons necessary."—* 
'^ Oh Lord I'* cried the young ladies, with a toss of 
their heads, ^^ Miss Fitzalan is not such a fool, I 
suppose, as to wish to appear unlike every one else 
in her dress ; but," rising "with their mamma^ and 
saluting her much more formally than they had done 
at their entrance, " she is the best judge of that.'* 

Fitzalan had never seen the Marchioness since hit 
marriage, nor did he ever again wish to behold her ; 
the inhumanity with which she had treated her loTely 
sister, the malice with which she had augmented her 
father's resentment against that poor sufferer, had so 
Strongly prepossessed his mind with ideas of the sel- 
fishness and implacability of hers, as to excite sen* 
timents of distaste and arersion for her : he consi* 
dered her as the usurper of his children's rights, ns 
accessary to the death of his adored Malvina, and 
consequently the author of the agonies he endured—* 
agonies which time^ aided by religion^ could scarcely 
conquer* 



.*• 
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CHAP. II. 

Oh love ! how are thy precious, sweetest minutes. 
Thus ever crossed, tlms vex*d with disappointments ! 
Now pride, now fickleness, -fantastic quarrels. 
And sullen coldness, give us pain by ixttas. Howi. 

At tho expected time, the Marquis and his familj. 
arrived with great splendour at Ulster Lodge, which 
-was immediately crowded with yisitors of the first 
consequence in the county, among whom were the 
Kilcorbans, whose affluent fortune gave them great 
respectability. Mr. Kilcorban wished, indeed, to 
be first in paying his compliments to the Marquis, 
who had a borough at his disposal Jbe was desirous 
of being retiirned for. Disappointed the last time he 
set up as one of the candidates for the county, this 
was his only chance of entering that House he had 
long been ambitious for a seat in. He knew, indeed^ 
his oratorical powers were not Tery great; oftea 
sayiug, he had not the gift of the gab like many of 
the honourable gentlemen ; but then he could stamp 
and stare, and look up to the gods and goddesses * 
for their approbation, with the best of them ; and 
besides, his being a Member of Parliament would 
increase his consequence, at least in the country. 

* Ladies were admitted into the gallery of the Irish Hoase of 
ComxDOZis. 

The 



' Tlie famaie port efi hii >ftiQiiy ^went inik Vhtet 
Lodge to Ckstllfc (3Qr§CTr)r, ;«tfhich ihey mtered ynik 
% nore cotiBeqtMtitid «tr '<ten e¥^r, as if tbej d«« 
«lT«d itenf t^nwBqkeade fi^om tbe Tisie tii^j liad been 
ItoylDg. Inidtiead df #ylng tip to Amanda as usiial, 
*(iieyo«ltig'ladkNi swam into tiie room, vfith what 
^i«7 imagiiMd- a most 1)ewtttiiving elegance; aud 
^nakiiig a Blidiog curtsej, ftang ibenneltes upon a 
•acrfa ^nelly opposite agiass, a&d sdtornately yi^wed 
4liem«elTe9, and pursued didvTelBarks on Ladj ^a» 
l)bra«ia»s dwas— ^< Wet), certainly, Alicm," aaU 
Mf«s KikoHian, ^ I w.ill h«m. a Hiorning.gowft 
made in imitation of ier iadyAip^s ; tliat frill o£ 
foe lice abdui her nedk js the taost becoming dung 
in Bature, and ^iie paki.bine iiaiBg sweetly achpted 
to a deticate co»pleiriah. »'-*-« I tkink, Charlotte,^' 
aaid Miss Alicia, *« I wMliiaYe »y tambour-maslin 
in tbe same style, Imt iiMd wllii pink, to set off the 
•work."— w This aiini o^youTiy, my dear,'* exckUfiAi- 
'cd Mre. KilcorMn, w isirealJy a personaMe^iooking 
•woman enong;fiy and- her da^^ghter a pretty little soi«t 
of bodyk'*:^— " Oh, they are diai^ming creatures!** 
•cried both ^e ^yoting ladies ; " so elegant, so irro^ 
sistibly genteel'V'— « Ycxur ideas and mine then,'* 
said lady Greystock, « dtflfer widely about elegance 
ahd irresistibility, if you ascribe either to the ladieia 
in question. Mr. Ki1c<ii»ban," continued she, turn, 
•ing to Amanda, <* w'h^ feared, i belieTe, my Lord 
"Marquis wonld ^'%icTolre the Seam a- few hours, and 
that he might catHi 'htih ere he *ook wing, nereir 

B & ceased 
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ceaied tormenting us, from' the time breakfast %af' 
orer.till we entered the carriage, to mak^ faaste^ 
though he might have known It was qattetoo early 
for fine folks to be Tisible. Well, we posted off to 
Ulster Lodge, as if life and death depended oif our 
dispatch. Mr. Kilcorban was ushered itito tbeMar^ 
quis's study, and we into an empty room^ to amuse 
ourseiyes, if we pleased, with portraits &( tho Mar^ 
quis's ancestors; whilst bells in all quarters were 
tingling, maids and fobtmen running up and down 
stairs, and cats, dogs, monkeys^ and parrots, who .1 
found composed part of tlie trayelling.retinue, were 
fcratching, barking, chattering, and screaming^ in m 
room contiguous to the one we occupied* At length 
a fine perfumed Jessamy made his appearance ; and, 
tajring the ladies were ready to hare the honour of 
receiving us, skipped up stairs Rke a Harlequin. — 
The Marchioness advanced about two steps from het 
concli to receive us^ and Lady Euphrasia. half rose 
from her seat ; and after contemplating us. fpr a mi» 
nute, as if to know whether we were to be consi« 
dered as human creatures or not, simk back into her 
former attitude of elegant languor, and continued 
jher conversation with a young nobleman, who has 
accompanied them from England*" — .^' Well, I hope 
you'll allow he is a divine creature," ej^claimedMiss 
Kilcort)an, in an accent of rapture. — ^^ Oh, what 
eye^ he has!" cried hersisler; >^> what a harmonk. 
t>u6 voice ! I really never beheld any one so e^iqui* 

•iitely handsome i"-^^^ Loid Moftimer indeed *» 

«aid 
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■aid Lady Greystock.— Amanda started, blushed^ 
turned pale, panted as if for breath, and stared as 
if in amazement.— -^^ Bless me, Miss Fitzalan," asked 
her ladyship^ ^* are you ill?" — " No, Madam,'' 
replied Amanda, in a trembling roice, *^ 'tis only, 'tir 
only a little palpitation of the heart I am subject to. 
I have interrupted your ladyship ; pray prooeed.'*^ 
•^^^ Well," continued Lady Greystock, <^ I was 
saying that Lord Mortimer was one of the most ele- 
gant and engaging young men I had ever beheld : his 
cxpressiTe eyes seemed to reproTO the folly of his 
Ikir companion^ and her neglect made him doubly 
assiduous, which, to me^ waa a most conTincIng 
proof of a noble mind.'' 

How did the heart of Amanda swell with pleasure 
at this warm eulogium on Lord Mortimer! The tear 
of delight, of refined affection, sprung to her eye^ 
and could scarcely be prevented falling. 

^< Lord, Madam," cried Miss Kilcorban, whose 
pride was mortified at Amanda's hearing of the cool 
reception they had met with, ^^ 1 can't conceive the 
reason you ascribe such rudeness and conceit to 
Lady Euphrasia ;^tts really quite a inisconstruction 
of the etiquette necessary to be observed by people 
of rank." — *^ I am glad, my dear," replied Lady 
Greystock, << you are now beginning to profit by 
the many lessons I have given you on hun[iility."-r« 
^< I assure you^ Miss," said Mrs. Kilcorban, ^' I 
did not forget to telH the'Marchioness she had a nv^^e 
sa the neighbovrhoodt. I thought, indeed, she sedm^ 
^ B 6 a littlo 
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a little shy on tke subject^ «o I supptw^ i1imr4 Imht 
been a difference in th^ families, partleabiriyafl yen 
4onU vi^it ber; bat at our bell, perhapa rrevy thiag 
inay be iettled." Aiiiatida made no reply to tbia 
^)«^di^ and the ladies deputed. 

Her boaoMi, as nay well be sapposed, was agitated 

With tte ^nost T'coiant pevtori»atioti», oti hearing ol 

Lord MortSnier'a being in the niigfabotirhood. Tbv 

pleasure ske' felt at tke first intelligeiMe ftadaaUf 

•oftsidcid, oa reflebtlag be was an inmate, probably a 

f #ieil(d, of those relations who bad eoatrilrated t9 

the deHtrtittioli of bet mother, aad who, from tbo 

eharaCter ahe had heard of them, it was not anchs* 

ritabie to think, would feel no great regret if bet 

eliildrOki cixperi&nced a dceliDy eqaally eevere. Might 

they not infuse seate pr^dices a^itist her into hia 

bosoni'? To know she was the iektid of Ihe nnfoMa<« 

Tiate Mahina^ would be enough to proTohe their 

enmity : .or, if th^ were nleat, might not ia^y fiu- 

pbrasia, idoraed wkfa erery advantage of rank aa^ 

fortune, have won^ or ^ least soon win, kks aifoe% 

tions ? Yet scarcely did theiie ideaft obtrude, ere she 

reproTfd herself fot theib, as injurious to Lord 

Mortimer, f^ om whose noUe nature, she thooght^ 

she tnight believe bis ooostaacy nevef votiid bo 

sbak^o^ eicept dte herself ^ave him reason to relia* 

qut^h itb 

^he now cheiered her despoadiHg sptiits^ by recallb 
ing the ideas she^bad loi^ iadnlged wtib deiigbt, as 

bei residence wvs'Stitta^ovittlo tbe£d4l^ilW) wboeo 

letters 



letteis «o 4hiur d^piigUtr w^ra^ lif F4tolaii?« 6fdeM^: 
C4!^iMtiiitl)r 'dii<t4t«d lo 4 diitaBi!: triHru, itt^ wJie«» 
lien), mveiitrai Ita^e Mat* Sbe eoHdvded chanto 
bad infONtfed L»rd Mdrtbitir of it 9 aiid fifttleraA 
keffielC Ihttt^ io-a^oid theMBfpkioM wkkh a aolitarjr 
jeunej tia Iffeldud mi^ht cmate in ike jniad of Lordi 
Ch«W^7, he had >al«aied kiawalf of tiie Manquia'r 
]^atef*, Attd cone te Ir^r Hdietkar %h^ ma unokangfid, 
aad ker fatitei* lyould taaotioli ikair aiftttekine^ exm 
ke aT«ired k tio %hfl Eiub]. 

Wkiibt ftaotua^uig beiirceB hope aad foar^ Ell^a^ 
all pal« aad kreaitkksfi^ i^n iyiiia the rooa^^ «xc]ainu 
log, <^ He ia coiae! ke iB eewei Lord MorAgaer ia 
coBie i" — ^^ Oh Heayciaft !" si§k«d Amanda^ Mnkiog 
kack in kBr diaii^ and dvoflpbig her tremliUiig kands 
before her. fi)U«B, alima^ kialiMtd keraelf for het 
]^r€ci{Htatk>n ; aad ^i»g to a CalHttet^ tnatcked . a 
bottle of ]4T«nde^Atpraiter from tt^ wbick ske pienli^ 
fally sfirinkled 9mT Imt, and tben assist^ ker to a 
iriiidow. ^* I Was ^o flmriedy" cried the .gooda 
Batoi^^irl^ as bkesaw b«r ntairesi rteoraring, ^^ I 
Mt iH>t know nrkat-I was aboat. fleav«n kaov0i| 
4k« sigki of i>oor Chip kioMHBlf coilkl nM have gif^ 
laew^r&'pleasuve! — I was cUMStng tke hali wkon I 
aawMs Lordship a%h(i«g ; afid^ (o b« safe, if oiif 
of tke ^ki waarriors had ^t^^f^ed t^ut of his tiicha (aad 
the tefil take them all, I say, for they grixi fio boiy 
vibly, tkey frighten ase o«t of lay wits, if I go 
ikrcmi^ 4be hsM ^f -« dark le^^ng) ; so if one of 

Oam oM IWrMf^). ae I inm saying^ bad }ttt»pe4 p^ 

looi^d 
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I could not ha?e peen more startled, and pack I ran 
into the little parlour, and there I heard his Lort* 
ship inquiriog for mj master ; and, to be snre, the 
sound of his Toice did my heart good, for he is an 
old friend, as one may say ; so as soon as he went 
into the study, I stole up stairs ; and one may guess*, 
what he and my master are talking about, I think.'* 

The emotion of Amanda increased ; she trembled 
io, she couid not stand ; she felt as if her destiny, 
her future happiness, depended on this minute. la 
Tain she endeaToured to regain composure ; her spi* 
rits were wound up to the highest pitch of expectUi^ 
lion, and the agitations inseparable from such a 
state were not to be impressed. 

She continued near an hour in this situation, wliea 
the Toice of Mortimer struck her ear. She started 
up, andj standing in the centre of the room, saw 
him walking down the lawn with her father, who 
left him when he had reached the gate, where hjs 
servants and horses were. The chill of disappoint* 
ment pervaded the heart of Amanda, and a shower 
of tears fell from tier. Ellen, who had remained in 
the room, was almost as much disappointed as her 
mistress : she muttered something about the incon^ 
f tancy of men ; they were all, for her part, she pe» 
lieTed, alike — all, like Mr. Chip, captious on every 
occasion. 

The dinner~bell now summoned Amanda: she 
dried her tears, and tied on a little straw hat, to 
conceal their redness* With much confusion, she 

appeared 
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«p^red before^ het father ; his penetrating eye w M 
instantly struck with her agitation and pallid looks^ 
«nd he conjectured she knew of the risit he had re* 
eeited* On receiTing that risit) he wondered not at 
the ^rength of her attachment — the noble and inge. 
muotts air of Lord Mortimer had immediately pre. 
possessed Fitzalaii in his faronr ; he saw him adorned 
wtdi all those perfections which are calculated to 
4Biake a strong and permanent impression on a heart 
of sensibility^ and he gave a sigh to the cruel neces- 
sity whlbh compelled him to separate two beings of 
>uch ONigenial loTeliness : but as that necessity nei. 
ther was nor could be oyer come, he rejoiced that 
Lord Mortimer, instead of Tisiting him on account 
of his daughter, hftd merely come on affairs relative 
to the Castle, and had inquired for her with a cool* 
ness which seemed to declare his lore totally sub* 
dued— not the smallest hint relative to the letter, in 
which he had proposed for her, dropped from him ; 
and Fitzalan concluded his affections were trans', 
f erred to .some object more the faTourite of For- 
tune than his portionless Amanda. This object, he 
.was in^liued to beliere, was Lady Euphrasia Suther- 
Jaiid, from whdt Lord Cherbury had said concern- 
ing the splendid alliance he had in view for his son, 
and from Lord Mortimer's accompanying the Ros- 
line family to Ireland. He felt he had not fortitude 
to mention these conjectures to Amanda : he rather 
wished she should Imbibe them from her own obser* 
iration; and pride^ he then trusted, would come to 
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h^ ud) ^juid ^tiauilat^ I\or to^^overoABm lt«r •tttAfi 

, Dkiber pMied !m lileoioe. Wh^n the lerrant Wat 
^ithdmwn^ he resolved to rtlieTe the entletj ivUeh 
her lofoks ioforco^iiiil pressed upon, het heiM^ bf 
xnentM^Qio^ the ^iiit-of Wid MoMm^r s heieanM^.be 
feoldhcr, tderefy. torsee tiie state the GaiTde irat ni; 
•od tbiis Ivrooeededt ^^ Loid Mortianr is, IndBcd^ 
an elegant aadsenetblei young '111^9 and«WMl''do*hob 
«o«r th the hi^tiiB. ff niB whence he/ ie ideaoefaded* He 
ind long wkhed, he told lae^ 4b visH thie.eBtals^ 
which was endeaved to him by )thc r^memimnice of 
ius jAireniie da^ ; bat paTtiealajblj by its- being: tife 
place of his mother's nativity, and her Iktotrriie re. 
stdenee: and the of)f>oftiHii<y tof itrnrv^ltiiigWtth an 
4tgreeable party, had detevmincd hiai -no- l<]^ger to 
-defer j;t«tifyiDgthf8 wish. He raenfioned hfe moL 
ther in iermBvof th^ truest respect and t«ftdemM6>^ 
awd kts softeped tH)iae, his tearful eje, preiclaitned 
Jiis h«?ari 42lie aunUion of stneibiUty : his tif taet, lite 
iiis i^misea, wi^tido henovr to her memory, fiehafl 
hieen told the Castie was ia a Tery minews 'Staley attA 
was agreeably sarprised to find it was la- as^ good 
snider as co<oid be.expeated froni 'ltd aneietit rdate. 
He desired te see 4he garden, whUih' h«d'^^ laid 
-oat under the direction of bis nioth^r:*^^ expected 
lAot to- have found a Tost^ of her taste tetoafning^ 
-aAd was conacKfaehtly charAied i'Gf find 'bflA&self mis- 
■taifaen ; eeery -spot appeared to remind him of som^ 
happy hoar, ^yjeMkf the Ootl^ 4«DfAe-f> Ae# 
. . many 



msxff ittiff«tes hate I passed in tiii# p^oe,' said- bit 
Lofisiilp^ nftBr a sfletice of same iime, < with tlie 
iMst of trmnen !♦— -Upon my word, Amanda," con* 
tkiti€d Fkzelaii) ^' ^ou hare ornamented it hi a very 
fandfai matmer: I rtelly tliought faia Lordsliip 
would )»▼« atoien aome of your Itiies ajr roses, he 
examioed them so accurately." — Amanda bloshed ; 
and her father stAl perceiving expectation in her 
eyeS) thss wont on.: '* His Lordship looked at some 
of the adjacent groands ; and as he has mentioned 
what iopprovements he thought necessary to l^e made 
in them, I fancy he wiU not repeat fata Wstt^ or sta|r 
much longer- in th« kingdom*" 

Ina fev suaiUes after this' oeoversatlon). Fitzulaift 
repaired to hia library, and Amanda to the garden^ 
She hasteaed to tibe temple;, nerer had she before 
thought it BO iHeturesqie^ or aach »n additioat^ the 
laodscaj^. The lilettce of IjoM Mortimer^ on enw 
teriog i<^ sh^ did noi, like'hiev father, believe pr^ 
ceeded ali<x|eth.er from relradng i^iiea of formev 
happiuess with his mother: '^ ix^" said she; ^' in 
this spet he also, perhaps, t]H>ught of Aeftanda."*— 
True^ he had meatioaed her with iodifierence to her 
father ; bat that aaight (^and she would flatter herself 
it did) prooe^ from reseataient, excited by her pre- 
cipitate ftlght from Wales, at a {ueriod when his re« 
ceired'addreases gave him a right tW^nformation about 
all li^ actions, ai^d by her tpt^ oegleciof him since*. 
Their fir ftt iniervicfW) she trus4ed> would eifect a re^ 
Conciliation, by producing an ^itgUsadeil : her father 

then. 
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then, %he flattered herself, tender as he was, depend'* 
ing on her for happiness, and prepossessed in Lord 
Mortimer's favour, would no longer oppose their 
attachment, but allow Lord Cherbury to beinforra- 
ed of it, who, she doubted not, would In this, as 
well as every other instance, prove himself tmly* 
feeling and disinterested. 

Thus did Amanda, by encouraging ideas agreeable^ 
to her wishes, try to soften the disappointment she 
had experienced in the morning. Fitzalan, on meet* 
ing his daughter at tea, was not surprised to hea^ 
ahe had been at the Gothic temple, buthe was to see 
her wear so cheerful an appearance; he was' nd 
ctranger to the human heart, and he was cooTinced 
•ome flattering illusion could alone have enabled her 
to shake off the sadness with which, but an hour be-i^ 
fore, she had been oppressed. The sooner such an 
illusion was removed, the better ; and to allow her to 
Bee Lord Mortimer, he imagined, would be the most 
effectual measure for such a pnrpose. The more he 
reflected on that^ young nobleman's manner, and 
what he himself had heard from Lord Cherbury, the 
more he was convinced Lady Euphrasjjt Sutherland 
was not only the object destined for Lord Mortimer, 
but the one who now possessed his affections ; and 
believed his visit tft Castle Carberry had been pur* 
posely made, to 4Prounce the alteration of his sen* 
timents by the coldness of his conduct, and check 
any hopes which his appearance in the neighbour* 
hood might have created. 

Be 



CBILDREN OF TUB ABBEY. 19 

He had hesitated about Amanda's accepting tha 
invUation to the Kilcorbans' ball, but be now de« 
iermined she should go, impressed with the idea of 
her being there convinced of the change in Lord 
Mortimer's sentiments — a conviction he deemed ne* 
cessary to produce one in her own. 

Amanda impatiently longed for this night, which, 
#he believed^ would realize either her hopes or fears. 



CHAR III. 



A cnmsQn bliub her bcaiiteons face c/erqweadf 
Varying her cheeks^ by turns, with white and red | 
The driving colours, neyer at a stay. 
Run here and there, and (lush, and fade away-*- 
Deiightfnl change ! Thus Indian iv'ry shows. 
Which with the bord^'ring paint of purple glows. 
Or lilies damask'd by the neighbVJng rose. DaTDXK. 

The wished-for night at length arrived, and Amanda 
arrayed herself for it with a fluttering heart. Tho 
reflection of her mirror did not. depress her spirits ; 
hope had increased the brilliancy of her eyes, and 
given an additional glow to her complexion. Ellen, 
who delighted in the charms of her dear young lady, 
declared, inauy of the Irish ladies would have reason 
to enry her that night ; and Fitzalan, when he en* 
tered the parlour, was struck with her surpassing 
IpTeliness: he ga^ed on her with a rapture that 

brought 



Ibrdoglit: tears iB|^ iris e jes^ and felt^secfet priia af 
the idea of the Marchioness beholding this nrrtimr^ 
Icendant of her neglected suter^ 

** Into such beanty spread, and blown so fair ; 

Thongh poverty's cold wind, and crushing raiD, 

Beat keen and heavy on her tender years." ' 

** No," safd he to himself, " the titled Euphrasia^ 
if she eqnals, cannot at least surpass my Amanda : 
meekness and innocence dwell upon the brow of my 
child, but the hau^ty Marchioness will teach pride 
to lower upon Lady Euphrasia." 

Amanda, on reaching Gfangefille, found the ave* 
nue full of carriages : the lights dispersed through 
the house gave it qnite tke appearan<;e of an 411 umi. 
nation-^it seemed, indeed, the mansion of gaiety and 
splendour. He:r knees trembled as she ascended the 
stairs: she wished for time to compose herself; bat 
the door opened, her name was announced, and Mrs* 
Kilcorban came forward to receive Iter* * The reborn, 
though spacious, was extremely crowded.; it \^fts de« 
corated in a fanciful manner, with festoons of ilowers 
intermingled with variegated lamps. Immediately 
Over the entrapce was tlie orchestra ; and .opposite 
to it sat the Marchioness and her party. The heart 
of Amaoda beat, if possible, with increai^ed quick-' 
ness, on the approach of Mrs. Kilcorban, and Jier 
Toice was lost in her emotions. Recollecting, how- 
ever, that the scrutinizing eyes of Lord Mortimer^ 
and her imperious relations, were now on her, she 
Almost Immediately recovered composure^ and, with 

her 



tier 'tt^utfl^elegaRcey walked up the room. Most of 

4he company were strairgersi to her j and^he heard a 

gineralbtiz^ of, ^* Who is she ?** accompanied with 

expressions of admiration from the gentlemen, among 

whoifi' wene 'the officers of a garrison.town near 

'Graug^iJlfe. .Confuted by the notice she attmcted| 

ihe hastened tx^ the first seat she fonnd vacant, which 

wa* near the Marchioness's. UniTersal indeed wa» 

^the aAniratton she had excited among the male part 

<rf the company, by her beauty, unaffected graces, 

imf'sitopliiity of dress. 

' 'Sflfe wore' a robe of plain nrhtte lustring, and 

p 
t drap^ tufbati, ornamented with a plume of droops 

ing feathers. She had no appearance of fineryj ex- 
-cepta-chain of pearls about her bosom, from which 
hung her *mother*s picture ; and a light wreath of 
embroidered' laurel, kitermingled with silver blos- 
soms, rotlndhfer ^petticoat: her hair, in its own na- 
^^^ and glossy h^e, floated on her shoulders, and 
^aHlyshaded k chefek, where the purity of the lily 
was tinted With the softest bloom of the rose. On 
gaining a seat, her confusion isbbsided: shelooked 
up, and the^ first eyes she tfiet were those of Lord 
MtJrtimer • (Vh'o leaned dil iiady Euphrasia Sothcr- 
ImW*s tjharr)^' fastened on'^ her face" with a scruliniz. 
iilg earnesttless, as if he wised to penetrate the -re-' 
cessts of her heart, a*nd dlscoTcr whether he yet re- 
iiaiued a plate !h it; She blti J^hed, and, looking from 
Inm, perceiVed she was an object of critical attention' 
to ili^'Marjchioiiess and Lady Euphrasia. There was' 

a malignant 
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« malignant expression in their countonaBCCf^ wUdir 
absolutely shocked her; and she felt a sensation of 
korror at beholding the former, who had -so largel|[f 
contributed to the sorrows of ber mother. . ^^ Can 
it be possible," said lady Euphrasia, replying to a 
Tiiang and elegant officer who stood by her, in a tone 
of affectation, and with an impertinent sneer, ^^that 
yoQ think her handsome ?" — ^' Handsome T' ex* 
claimed he, with warmth, as if inroluntarily repeat* 
ing her Ladyship's word ; '' I think her bewitchingly 
irresutible. They told me [ was 4u>ming to the land 
of saints ; but," glapcing his sparkling eyes around, 
and fixing them on Amanda, ^^ I find it is the land 
of goddesses." 

The Marchioness haughtily frowned ; Lady En* 
phrasia smiled sarcastically, tossed her head, and 
played with her fan : the propensities to enVy and 
ill-nature, which .the Marchioness had shewn in her 
youth, were not less Tisible in age; as they were 
then excited on her own account, so were they now 
on her daughter's. To engross praise and admira* 
tion for her, she wished beauty blasted and merit 
extirpated ; nor did she erer fail, when in her powers 
to depreciate one, and cast an inyidious cloud of ca*- 
lumny o?er the other. She beheld Amanda with 
envy and hatred i netwith&tanding her partiality to. 
her daughter, she could not aroid seeing her vast 
inferiority, in point of personal charms, to her young 
relation. True, Lady Euphrasia possessed a fortune^ 
which would always ensure her attention; but it 

waa 
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WU (hftt Qiiiropassioiled and studied attenttott'sdifish* 
Hess dictates — the mere tribute of flatterj* Hoir 
difierent from fthe spontaneous attention which 
Amanda excited, who, though portionless and nn« 
titled, was l»eheld with admiration, followed with 
praise, and courted with a^si&uity ! 
- Ladj Euphrasia's mind was<the counterpart of her 
mother's; but, in figure, she resembled her fiither* 
Her stature was low, her features contracted ; and^ 
though of the same age as Amanda, their harsh ez« 
pression made her appear much older. Though 
.blessed with the abundant gifts of f^ortune, she was 
tnhappj, if, from any one's manner, she conceired 
that they thought Nature had not been quite so libe- 
ral to her. In the domestic circle, constant flattery 
kept her in good-humour ; but, when out, she was 
frequently chagrined «t seeing women, infinitely be-^ 
low her in rank and fortune, tmore noticed thaa 
herself. 

At the ball, she supposed she should Imre appear* 
ed as Kttle less, at least, than a demi-goddess : art 
and "fashion* were exhausted in adorning her; and she 
entered the room with all the insolence of cohsctoas 
.rank, and affectation of IsCauty. As^she walked, sho 
I4)peared scarcely able to support her delicate frame,' 
and her languishing eyes were half closed. She 
could, however, see there were a number <ff pretty 
women present, and felt disconcevted. The j-espect, 
however, ^hich she was paid, a little revived her ; 
and baring <;ontriYed to detain Lord MorHmer ,fay^ 

her 
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Ytw dhtAr, tnd 9|ir Chftrlet BiBgtej, tlieyovD^^AaBr 
already •i])eBtioiied) who was Colonel of a rtgimeiit 
quartered ia aa adjacent to^D, the soon felt kw 
apif lis aneotnraoaly eit]illarate4 hj the attentions of 
iwo of tke most ekganl ni«i in tha room ; and, lilui 
-a proud sultana in tka inidBt of bar siaTes^ was eoi^. 
joying the conipluncttts siio coctarted frcan ti|eai by 
Iter prefatory speedias, when d^ door opened, and 
Amanda, like aa an^si of ligbt^ appealed to dksoUa 
ifaEe- mistaoC Tani ty and 6el£.ifii|>oriaiice« Lord Motm 

■ 

Aimer was siknt^ bat his speaking eyes CAafessed Im 
feeliags* . Sir ChaHes Bingley, who had no eeor^C 
iMi^re^ tOvCoocQal hiS) openly avaw^d Jiise^quffatioo; 
to wiiich I^dy Euphrasia repUsdy as kae been already 
jaendoaed. 

AU the raptute Sic Charles expressed. Lord Mor« 
ttmer felt; his soul seemed on the wing to Aj.to 
Amanda^ to utter Us feelings, to di&coTer iiers^ and 
chide her for her conduct. This first emotion of 
teiMkrness, howeaer, qmMy sahsidiSd, oareceUect. 
jng what that condii^t had been — Ji^ow cruelly, hjow^ 
angralefnily she had used him; fled, ia the v^ry 
moment of hope aiid eoLiaectatieio, leaving kim.a prey 
to distrust, anxiety;, .aad regvet. He dreadad sooiai 
lEital nystwy, some improper attaiphaiaat (eapcpri* 
a«ce had rendeiM him saspknaua), wbi(^ aeilher sha 
nor h^rikther cooM aaow ; foraeirer did heli^aghM 
t^at the acrupulovs iMitacy of 'Fkaalaa aljooe kul 
^Sected theifi separalion. Se still adored Amanda^ 
]i((»<nei4fhereo«ld«iar desired^ ta 4iitka ^t firam hti 
* -i thoughts. 
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Choiights, except well assured she uras unworthy of 
being harboured in them ; and ffelt unutterable impa- 
tience to have her mysterious conduct explained.— 
From Tudor Hall he had repaired to London^ rest- 
less and unhappy. Soon after his arrival there, the 
Marquis proposed his accompanying htm to Ireland : 
this he declined, having reason to think Lord Cher, 
bury meditated an alliance for him with his family. 
The earl expressed regret at his refusal ; he said he 
wished he would join the Marquis's^ P^i'^79 ^ ^0 
we^ited his opinion relative to the state of Castlo 
Carberry, where a man of integrity then residedy 
who would hate any alterations or repairs he might 
think necessary, executed in the most eligible man* 
ner. He mentioned the name of Fitzalan. 

Lord Mortimer was surprised and agitated : h« 
concealed his emotions, however, and with apparent 
carelessness, asked a few questions about him, and 
found tliat he was indeed the father of Amanda. She 
was not mentioned, nor did he dare to inquire con- 
cerning her ; but he immediately declared that, since 
his father wished it so much, he would accompany 
^ the Marquis. This was extremely pleasing to that 
: nobleman, as he and Lord Cherbury had in reality 

agreed upon an union between him and Lady Eu- 
I phrasia, and meant soon openly to avow their inteu- 

, tion. Lord Mortimer suspected, and Lady Euphra- 

' sia was already apprized of it ; and, from vanity, 

, was pleased at the idea of being connected with a 

yoi** ". c mam 
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man so unirersally admired: lore was out of the 
question, for she had not sufficient sensibilitj to ex- 
perience it. He, cautious of creating hopes which 
he nerer meant to realize, treated her only with the 
attention which common politeness demanded ; and, 
on every occasion, seemed to prefer the Marchio- 
ness's^ conversation to hers ; intending, by this con« 
duct, to crush the projected scheme in embryo, and 
spare himself the mortification of openly rejecting it. 
Had his heart even been disengaged, Lady Euphrasia 
could never have been his choice : if Amanda^ in re« 
ality, proved as amiable as he had once reason to be* 
lieveJher, he considered himself bound, by every tie 
of honour as. well as love, to fulfil the engagement 
he had entered into with her. He resolved, how- 
ever, tQ resist e?,ery plea of tenderness in her favour, 
except be was thoroughly convinced she still deserved 
it. He went to Castle Carberry purposely to make 
a display of iudijQTerence, and prevent any ideas being 
«ntertained of his having followed her to Ireland. He 
deemed himself justifiable in toucliing her sensibility 
(if indeed she possessed any foi^him) by an appear- 
ance of coldness and inatteiftion ; but determined, 
after a little retaliation of this Vmd on her for the 
pain she' had made him endure, to come to an expla- 
nalioh, and be guided by Its result, relative to his 
conduct in future to her. The character of a per- 
fect stranger was the one he was to support through- 
out the evening ;'but her loveliness, and the gallan- 
try 
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iry of Sir Charles Binglej, tempted him a thousand 
times to break through the restraint he had imposed 
on himself. 

The Marchioness and Ladj Caphrasia were not 
the only persons displeased bj the charmS of Amanda 
— the Miss Rilcorbans saw, with evident mortifica* 
tion, the admiration she elcited, which thej had flat* 
tered themselves with chiefljr engrossing : their dis* 
appointment was doublj severe, after the pains, 
trouble, and expence they had undergone, in orna* 
men ting their persons — after the suggestions of their 
vanity, and the flattering encomiums of their mama| 
who presided herself at their toilet, every moment 
exclaiming, ^^ Well, well ; Ilfeaven help the men to- 
night, girls!" 

They fluttered across the room to Amanda, sweep, 
ing at least two yards of painted ttfiany after them ; 
assured her they were extremely glad to see her, but 
were afi^id she was unwell, as she never looked bo 
ill. Amanda assured them she was conscious of no * 
indisposition, and the harmony of her features re- 
mained undisturbed. Miss Rilcorban, in a half whis. 
per, declared the Marchioness had never smiled since 
she had entered the room, and feared her mama had 
committed a great mistake in inviting them together. 
The rudeness of this speech shocked Amanda, an io« 
dignant swell heaved her bosom, and she was about 
replying to it as it deserved, when Mbs A^fda Stop- 
ped her, by protesting she believed Lord Mortimer 
dying for Lady Euphrasia. Amanda lofolttnUHly 

1*2 rftised 



raised her eyes at this sppech ; but instead of . Itord . 
Mpr.t|mer, behold Sir Charles Bingley^ ivho was . 
standing behind the young ladies* '^^ Am J pardon, 
al^lsji" cri^,he, smiling,. " for disturbing so charm^ 
ing a trio ? 3ut a, soldier is taught never to neglect , 
a gQoA ppportunily ; and one so propitious as the 
pr^sept for the r wish of my hearty might not again 
^ffer." The Miss Ki^corbans bridled .up at this, 
spe^ech;, played their faos, and smiled ^ostgracioasly 
on him, certainly concluding h^ laeantio -engage one . 
or. other, for the fiwtset. Passing gently betweem . 
the^Et,, h^ bowed gracetqUy to Amanda, and request- . 
«d| the honour of Jier hajnd. She gave an assenting 
smij^;. apdiie sealed himself beside, her, till the dan. 
cing commenced. The sisters cast a maligaiant glance 
at ,thep3^ and swa;?i off with coAte^mptuous indif. 
ferexJiPi?. 

L^d^ . Eup^fift }iad. expected Sir Charles and 
Lpr^ l^oirlim^;:, would l^aTebeea c6mpettt;or8 for her 
h^i^d, aQ^'Was iAfiniteiy provoked by the desertioa 
of jthe,jro^p)ier to he^^lovety jpo«sir^ ; he was a fashion* 
able-a»f^^fifl|im^ted young map,^ , whom she had often , 
***^WrFfA|^i^frp?«5?Mf^.4n|i»^p.d>.apd wished to . 
eW^ist ^ij ;th,e ir^i^ pf^-hei: .su|:^P9^i^d.;aAqrefs: Lprd 
Mo^xt^jf^^.co)t}j^ scarcely ^e^tfvftjipr g<^d humour^,, 
by ..eng^ing,,Jiei;. . Al^i>$t immediately after hjmy 
yQup^!^j|.qp?bfti^.adva^qe;d for the .san^Q- purpose^; 
an4 jLqr^. J(Iprtipif?r,«i«c^reJjp[efir«^i/t^ io 'uo sq. 
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<he neXiset, he might hate the snpfeme^honour aVid 
ecstatic felicity of her hand. This, Vith the mo'st 
Impertiiieat affectation, she promised, if able to en- 
dure the fatigue of another dance, 

Amanda was next couple to Lady Euphrasia, and 
endeaToured, therefore, to calm her Spirits, which 
the rudeness of Miss Kilcorban had discomposed, 
and attended to the lively conversation of Sir Charles, 
who was extremely pleasing and entertaining. Lord 
Mortimer watched them with jealons attention ; his 
wandering glaij^es were soon notfced by Lady 'Eu- 
phrasia, und her frowns and sarcastic speechtes 
evinced her displeasure at them; He-tried'to recoU 
lect himself, and act as politeness required. *She, 
not • «fetisfied with fixing his attention, endeavoured 
to attract Sir Charles's — she spo^e to him across 
Amanda : but all her effoi^ts were here ineffectual- 
he spoke and laughed with her Ladyship, but his 
eyes could not be withdrawn from the angelic coun- 
tenance of his partner. — Amanda's hand trembled, 
a^, in turning, she presented it to Lord Mortimer ; 
but, though he extended his, he did not touch it. 
There was a slight in this, which piei*ded Amanda's 
heart: she sighed, unconscious of doing so herself. 
Not so Sir Charles : he asked her, smiling, to wheto 
or whom that bigh was wafted ? This made Am^da 

j^ >--« «r«.»^ n^r, thoughts; she asstfraed an' air 
the strangeness ot ner not u«..^a . 

ft relation as the Marchioness of Rosline. A geliV^. 
titter at her sltnation prcvaiiod^mong lady Euphra- 

C 4 "*'* 
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If ordaer oocvj^ed : slie saw the eyes of his Lqi€« 
t^p oftra directed towards her, and her heart fiat* 
tsred at the plea^ng probahiUty of being asked to 
dance by him. Sir Charles regretted that the old. 
fashioned custom of not changing partners was oTer, 
and declared he coald not leave her till she had pro- 
mised him her hand for the third set. This she could 
not refuse; and he left her with reluctance, as tl]e 
gentlemen were again standing up, to seek a partner. 
At the same moment, Lord Mortimer quitted I^dy 
Euphrasia. Oh how the bosom o^ Amanda throb* 
bed, when she saw him approach and look at her I 
He paused — a faintness came over her ; he cast an- 
other glance on her, and passed on — ^her eye fol- 
lowed him, and she saw him take out Miss Kilcor** 
Ij^aa, This indeed was a disappointment : propriety, 
she thought, demanded his dancing the first set with 
Lady Euphrasia; but, if not totally, indifferent, 
surely he would not hare neglected engaging her for 
the second. *^ Yes," said she to herself, ** he has 
totally forgotten me ; Lady Euphrasia is now the 
. object, aud he only pays attention to those who can 
contribute to her amusement." , Several gentlemen 
endeavoured to prevail on her to dance, but she 
pleaded fatigue, aud sat solitary in a window, appa. 
reiitly regarding the gay assembly, but, in reality, 
too much engrosstwl by painful thjffi-Vj *j^ \^^ 

^^'^rSSS^Al^^r^^r the beasts f*-^l^^^^> «-^ 
^W the Urable shades of Tudor lUU to ^e- 

" Irv, ^here .he had so oft^u rambled by the satn. 

1^" "* ■ pale 
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pale beams, and heard tows of no changeable regard j 
TOWS registered in her heart, yet now without the 
hope of having them ful^Ued. 

The dancing over, the company repaired to another 
room for refreshments. Amanda, absorbed in thought^ 
heeded not their almost total desertion, until young 
Kilcorban, capering up to her, declared she looked 
as lonesome as a hermit in his cell, and laughing in 
her face, turned off with a careless impertinence : 
he had not noticed her before that night ; he was 
indeed one of those little fluttering insects, who bask 
in t]ie rays of Fortune, and court alone her fayour- 
ites. Elated by an acquaintance with the Marchio- 
ness and Lady Euphrasia, he particularly neglected 
Amanda, not only from deeming them more worthy 
of his attention, but from perceiving he could take 
no step more certain of gaining their favour. His 
words made Amanda sensible of the singularity of 
her situation : she arose immediately, and went to 
the other room. Every seat was already occupied : 
near the door sat Lady Euphrasia and Miss Kilcor« 
ban; Lord Mortimer leaned on the back of her 
Ladyship's chair, and young Kilcorban occupied oue 
by her side, which he never attempted offering to 
Amanda ; she stood, therefore, most unpleasantly 
by the door, and was exceedingly confused at hear, 
ing a great many, in a whispering way, remarking 
the strangeness of her not being noticed by so near 
a relation as the Marchioness of Rosline. A general 
titter at her situation prevailed~among Iiady Euphra-^ 

c 4 sia's 
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lia*s party, Lord Mortimer excepted. ^' Upon ray 
lyord/' said^oung Kilcorl)an, looking at Amanda, . 
^^ some ladies study attitudes, which would be m 
"welllet alone.'* — " For the study of propriety,'* 
replied her ladyship, who appeared to haye un« 
bended from her haughtiness ; *' she would do admi- 
rably for the figure of Hope/' — ^^ If she had but an 
anchor to recline on," rejoined he. — ^^ T^s," an- 
swered her Ladyship, ^* with her floating locks aud 
die.away glances." — '' Or else. Patience on a rnonu* 
ment," cried he. — " Only she has no Grief here to 
smile at," returned Lady Euphrasia.*^". Par4on me 
there," said he; ^^ she has the grief (not indeed 
.that I belieye she would smile at it) of being totally 
eclipsed by your Ladyship.'*—*^ Qr what do yoa 
think," cried Lord Mortimer, whose eyes sparkled 
with indignation during this dialogue^ " of Jikening 
her to Wisdom, pitting the follies pf humankind, 
and smiling to see the shafts of malice recoiling from 
the bosom of innocence and modesty .with cont^mpty 
on those who levelled them at it r" 

Amaoda heard not, these words, whioh were deli« 
Tered in rather a low Toice : her heart swelled with 
indignation at the impertinence directed to her, and 
she would haye quitted the room, bujt th^t the pas- 
sage was too much cspwde^ tpr her to pai^s. Sir 
Charles Bingley, occupied in attending the young 
lady with whom he had danced, observed. not Aman- 
da till this moment. He instantly flew to her — 
*^ Alone^ and standing I'' said he : *^ why did I not 

fcce 
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'ipee you before ? You look fafigued."— ^9ie Was pale 

with emotion. — " Kilcorlianj,*' continued he, " I 

•must suppose you did not see Miss Fitzalan^ or 

your s^t would not have been kept," "tfi^n catch- 

ing him by the arm, he raided him nimbly from his 

chair, and directly carried it to Amanda ; and haT- 

itig procured her refreshments, seated himself at her 

feet^ exclaiming, '^ TJits is my throne ; let lyings coJXt9 

-and bow to it]" Her lovely and unaffected graces 

had excited Sir Charles's admiration ; but it was the 

•neglect with which he saw her treated diffused such 

a soothing tenderness through his manner, as he now 

displayed — it hurt his sensibility^ and had she even 

^een plain fn her appeardn^e, would hate rendered 

her the peculiar objeci of his attention : he detested 

the Marchioness and her daughter for their ranco* 

rous envy, as much as he despised the Ktlcorbanar 

for their , mean insolence* The Marchioness told 

him a long talQ of the shocking conduct of Amanda's 

parents, whose ill qualities, she declared, her looks 

announced her to possess, and endeavoured to de« 

prectateher in his favour; but that was impossible. 

-'' Lord 1". said Lady Euphrasia, rising as she spoke^ 

*' let me pass-"— this scene is sickening.'' Lord Mpi% 

,tiraer reknained behind her; he loitered about the 

toom, and his looks were often directed towards 

•Amanda,, ller hopes began to revive ; ilvQ lustre re- 

kindled in her ^yes,"and a soft blush again stole over 

•het cheek : though engaged to Sir Charlesj she felt 

c 5 sh* 
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she should be pleased to haye Lord Mortimer make 
an overture fOrher hand. 

The company were now returning to the ball- 
.room, atid sir. Charles took her hand, to lead her 
after them. At that moment Lord ^jyiortimer ap- 
proached. Amanda paased, as if to adjust some 
part of her dress : he passed on to a rery beautiful 
girl, whom he immediately engaged, and led .from the 
room : she followed them with her eyes, and conti- 
nued without moving, till the ferfent pressure Sir 
. Charles gave her hand restored her to recollection* 
When the set with him was finished, she would have 
.left the house directly, had her servant b^en there,; 
but after putting up the horses, he had returned to 
Castle Carberry, and she did not e^^pect him. till a 
very late hour. She declared her resolution of dan- 
cing no more; bnd Sir Charles having avowed the 
same^ they repair<$d to the card.room, as the least 
•cro:«^ded place ihi^j could find. Lady Greystock 
was playing at the tabl^ with the Marquis and Mar- 
chioness : she beckoned Amanda to her, and haxring 
Jiad no ^opportunity of speakings before,, expressed 
i^er pleasure at then seeing her. The Marquis exa- 
jnined her thorough his spectacles : the Marchioness 
frowned, and decla^red she would take care, in future^ 
to avoid parties subject to such disagreeable in* 
.traders. This speech .was too pointed not to be re- 
marked : Amanda wii^hed to appeiir. undisturbed, 
but her emotioDS grew too powerful tp be suppress** 

«d, 
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ed, and sh^ was obliged to more hastily from the 
table. Sir Charles followed her : <^ Cursed malig* 
nity !^' cried he, endeaTonring to screen her from 
observation, while tears trickled down her cheeks. 
^' But, my dear Miss Fitzalan^ were your beauty 
and merit less conspicuous, you would have escaped 
it : 'tis the Tice of little minds, to hate that exce}w 
lence they cannot reach." — >^^ It is cruel, it is shock* 
ing," said Amanda, ^^ to suffer enmity to ontlire 
Uie object who excited it, and to hate the offspring 
on account of the parent : the original of this pic* 
ture," and she looked at her mother's, ^^ merited 
not such conduct." Sir Charles gazed on It-^it was 
wet with the tears of Amanda : he wiped them off, 
and pressing the handkerchief to his lips, put it in 
his foosom« At this instant Lord Mortimer appear* 
ed; he had indeed been, for some time, an unno^ 
ticed obserrer of the progress of this teie^cL'^Ute* 
As soon as he perceived he had attracted thdr f^.^ 
gard, he qtiitt4>d the room. 

*^ His Lordship is^Ukea: troubled spirit to-night, 
wandering to and fro," said. Sir Charles : ^^ I really 
believe every thing^is not right between him and Ladgr 
.Euphrasia." — ^' Something^ then," cried Amanda, 
^ is in agitation between him'»nd her Ladyship?"-^— 
" So says the worldy replied Sir Charles ; *^ but I 
do not always give implicit credit to its reports. X 
Lave known Lord Mortimer this (ong time, and^ 
•from my knowledge of him, should never have sup- 
posed Lady Eophfasia Sutherland a womai]^€ipabli<t 
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.of pl^asi^g him; juay, to. giTe my reil lOpiiHon^-t 
think ifeiin quite janiAtereMed about Jber Ladyship* 
I will not say so much as to all the other females 
preseot.; I really imagined seyeral tiqaes to-mght, 
ffrom^ his glances to yon, he was on the poini of re« 
.qnesttng an Jntroductioa, which would not haT8 
pleased me perfectly : Mortimer possesses more graces 
than those which merely meet the eye, and is a rival 
■I should by no means like to- hare.'^ . 

Amanda, confused by this discourse, eudearonred 
to change it, and at last succeeded : they conYersed 
pleasantly, together on different subjects, till the^ 
v-went to supper, when Sir Charles still continued his 
attention. Lord Mortimer was, orat leQSt appear^ 
to be, entirely engrossed with LadyEuphifasifii, who, 
from time to time, tittered with the Miss Rlicorbaas, 
and looked satirically at AmaDda* On quitting the 
.supper.room, she found her serrantin the hall, and 
immediately, desired him to ha^e.the carriage drawfi 
np. Sir Charles, who hM her ba^d, requested her 
to stay a little longer; yet alckiiowledged it was self 
alone whidi dictated the request, as he knew she 
would not promote her own pleasure by complying 
with it. As he handed her into the carriage, be told 
her h^ should soon follow her exam pie in retiring, as 
the ircene, so lately delightful, in losing her, would 
lose all its charms. He entreated, and obtained, per* 
^iesiontto wait on her the next morning. 

. How. different wasnow the appearance of Amanda 
to .^kat it ;bad ,beeo .at her jd(^p»rtuK# Uom Castle 

Carberry I 



S^Aihefry ! Pale, itevM&ng^ and languid, her ffttber 

ffeceWed ber-mto bis i^roM ; for, t i\ she returaed, he 

oQ^ld not thjlnjc of goi^g to rest, and instaotljr 

gtie68!ed the ci»u'|eof h^rdejeclifeoii-*— hlfi heart mouro* 

«d for jthe pangs indicted on his efaild^s. When she 

.be^Kild himig^^ng' on her vith mingled woe and ten»» 

d^rQestS, ^h^. tried- to recruit her spirits; and after 

retftting a few padrticirlars of the ball, answered the 

jj^mtte ii)g^!i4es be made relative to the conduct at 

ihfi Marcbio9H9S« aad Lady Euphras^ He appeared 

.iisfitterably jaffeeted on hearing it: ^^ Mercifcd 

Power !" exclaimed he, ** what dispositions !— But 

you are too lovely, too like your mother, my 

Amanda, in every perfection, to escape their malice. 

Oh, may it never injure you, as it did her ! May 

that providence, whose protection I daily implore 

for the sweet child of roy lovQ, the source of my 

earthly comfort, render every wish, every scheme 

which may be formed against h^r, abortfTe! and oh 

may it yet bless me with the sight of her happiness !'' 

Amanda retired to her chamber, inexpressibly 

alfected by the Uinguage of rher father : ^^ Yes,** 

cried ahe, her heart sw^Utig with ptty and gratitude 

to hiniy ^^ my sorasw, in future, ahall be concealedy 

to avoid exciting hia,) the pain^iniikted by thy la*. 

constancy, Mortimer, ahali be bid withio the re^ 

^cesses of my beavt ; and nev^r shall the peace of mj 

^ther be di^urbed by knowing the }o3s of mine." 

The grey dawn wafi now begiuaing to advance ; 
but Amand^b kaiA ao; iaotiiiAti^tt lof jcepose. As she 

stood 



stood at tHe window, she lieard tbe solemn stillness 
of the scene frequently Interrupted by the distant 
noise of carriages, carrying home the weary sons and 
•daughters of dissipation. <^ But a few hours ago," 
-said she, ^^.and how gay, how animated was my 
-soul! — ^Itow dull, how cheerless now !— Oh Morti- 
'mer ! but a few hours ago, and I believed myself th« 
beloved of thine heart : but the flattering illusion h 
now over, and I no longer shall hope, or thou dew 
ceive." She changed her clothes, and flinging her- 
self on the bed, from mere fatigue, at length sunk 
into a slumber* 



CHAP, ly* 

hofve reigns a very tyrant in my heart. 

Attended on bis throne by all his jguard 

Of furious wishesj» fears, and nice suspicions. Otwat. 

The neit mornmg brought Sir Charles Bingley to 
Castle Carberry. Fitzalan was out, but Amanda 
received him in her dressing-room. He told her, 
with evident concern, he was on the point of setting 
•off for tile metropolis, to embark from theni^e im^ 
mediately for England, having received letters tha-t 
ntoming which recalled him there. He regretted 
that their intimacy, or rather friendship, as with in* 
nnuating softness he entreated permission to call it, 
- .. . was 
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*ira8 interrupted, at its very comm^acement; declared 
•it gaye him more pain than site could imagine, or he 
express, and that his return to Ireland would beex^ 
pedited, for the purpose of renewing it ; and re- 
quested he might be flattered with an assurance of 
•not being totally forgotten, during his absence. 
Amanda answered him as if she supposed mere po- 
liteness had .dictated the requests her father, sUe 
said, she was sure would be happy to see him, if he 
returned again to the neigh bo u'rbaod. — At his en- 
trance,- he said he could stay but a few minutes, 
yet he remained about two hours ; and when he 
arose to depari, declared he had reason to think tlie 
Castle an enchai\ted one, he found it so difficult to 
get from it: '^ yet, unlike the knights of old,'' 
continued he,' ^' I wish not to break the spell which 
detains me in it." 

Day after day elapsed, and uo Lord Mortimer 
appeared: Amanda indeed heard frequently of hira, 
and always as the admirer of Lady .EuphrsLsia ; fre* 
quently, too, she heard about the family at Ulster 
Lodge, their superb entertainments, and those grren 
in the neighbourhood to them. The Kilcorbans 
seemed to have given her up entirely : Lady Grey- 
stock was the only one of the family who continued 
.to pay her any attention ; she called once or twice 
,at Castle Carberry,* to see whether her apron wa^ 
^nished, and tell all the news she had picked up, to 
Amanda. -The resolution which Amanda had formed 
oi CQucealing her melancholy from her farther, she 

supported 



40 CHZXrfmEM OV TKX AB»IT» 

ftnpported toieraiti^r ,wei\ ; but she onij indnlgedit 
more /rcelj in solitnde'^the idea of- Lord Mortu 
mer's union with Lady Euphrasia haunted her imaM 
gination^ and embittered erery moment* ^* Yes," 
she would exclaim, as she wandered through the 
garden^ which had been converted from a rude wiU 
des ness into a scene. of beauty, by her superintend* 
log care, ^^ I hsLre planted liowers, but asoth^ 
shalLenjoy their sweets ; I have planted roses for 
-Mortimer to strew m the path of Lady Edphrasia^ 
I have adorned the landscape, and she sh^ll enjoy 
its beauty." 

'-». About three weeks after the ball, as she sat at 
'wor^ one morning in the dressing-room, begtiiling 
her thoughts with a little piaidtivesong, she heard 
the door softly open behind her» * Siie supposed it 
to be Ellen ; but not finding any one advance, 
turned round, and perceived not Ellen indeed, but 
Lord Mortimer himself. She started from her chair, 
the work dropped from her hands, and she had nei. 
ther power to speak or move. 

^^ J fear I have surprised and aUrraed you,'' sail 
Lord Mortimer: " I ask pardon for my intrusion'; 
b.ut.T was informed I should find Mr. Fitzalan 
here." — ^^ lie Its in the study, I believe, my Lord,** 
replied Amanda coolly, and with restored compos 
•sure : ^' I will go and inform him your Lordship 
-wishes to see him."-—** No," exclaimed lie, *^ I will 
not suffer you to have so much trouble ; my busl* 
Bess is not so urgent ^ to re^uir^ my seeing him 

immediately." 
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.lmm«diateljr/' He reseated Amiinda, anil drew a 
chair near her. 

She pretended to be busied with her work, whilst 
the eyes of Lord Mortimer were cast round the 
room, as if Tie wing .well-known objects, which at 
once pleased aoid pained his sensibility, by awaken- 
iog the memory of past delightful days. -^^ This 
room," said he, softly sighing, " I well remember; 
it was. the farourite retirement of one of the most 
amiable of women." — " So I have heard," replied 
Amanda : '* the virtues of Lady Cherbury are re- 
membered with the truest gratitude by many in the 
Ticinity of the Castle.^' — " 1 thiak," cried Lord 
Mortimer, gazing upon Amanda with the softest' 
tenderness, '' the apartment is still occupied by a 
kindred spirit." 

Amanda's eyes wjere instantly bent on theground^ 
and a gentle sigh heaved her bosom ; but it was ra« 
ther the sigh of regret than pleasure. With such aa 
accent as this. Lord Mortimer was wont to address 
her at Tudor Hall ; but slie had now reason to think 
it only assumed, for the.purpose of discovering whe- 
ther she yet retained any sensibility for him. Had 
he not treated her with the most pointed neglect 2 
Was he aot the declared admirer of Lady Euphrasia? 
JSad he not, confessed, on entering the room, he 
.^aipe to ieek not her, but her father ? These ideas 
rushing through her mind, determined her to conti« 
nuc no longer with him : delicacy, as well as pride, 
i:rgcd her to this ; for she feared, if she longer listeneda 
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to his insintiating language, it might lead her to betray 
the feelings of her heart. She therefore arose, and 
said she woald acquaint her father his Lordship 
waited for him. — ^< Cold, insensible Amanda l*^ 
cried he, snatching her hand to prereut her depar- 
tore, *^ is it thus you leave me? When we partect 
in Wales, I could not hare believed we should ever 
hare had such a meeting as this.''— ^* Perhaps not, 
my Lord," replied she, somewhat haughtily ; *^ but 
we have both thought more prudently since that pe- 
riod." — "Then why," said he, ^^ did not prudence 
teach you to shnn a conduct which would create 
suspicion ?" — ^* Suspicion, my Lord !" repeated 
Amanda, with a kind of horror in her look.— 
'*^ Pardon me," cried he ; *^ the word is disagree* 
able : but. Miss Fitzalan, when you reflect on the 
manner in which you have acted to me, your preci- 
pitate, your clandestine departure, at the very pe- 
riod when a mutual acknowledgment of reciprocal 
feelings should have been attended with the most ex- 
plicit candour on both sides, you cannot wonder at 
unpleasant conjectures and tormenting doubts ob- 
truding on my mind." — '^ Is it possible, my Lord," 
Baid Amanda, *^ you never conceived the reason of 
my departure ? is it possible reflection never pointed 
it out ?" — " Never, I solemnly assure you ; nor 
shall I be happy till I know it." He paused, as if • 
for a reply ; but Amanda, agitated by his words, 
had not power to speak. Whilst she stood silent, 
Itrembling^ and apparently embarrassed^ she heard 

her 
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her father's voice as he ascended the stairs. Thii 
instantly restored hers f ^^ I must go, my Lord^" 
cried she, starting, and struggling to Tvithdraw her 
hand. — ^' Promise then to meet me/' said he, '* (his 
evening, at St. Catherine's, by sevt^u, or I will not 
let you go : my soul will be in tortures till I haTe 
your actions explained." — *^ I do promise," said 
Amanda. Lord Mortimer released her, and she re- 
tired into her chamber, just time euough to avoid 
her father. 

Again her hopes began to revive, again she be- 
lieved she was npt mistaken in supposing Lt)rd Mor- 
timer had come to Ireland on her accouat. His 
being mentioned as the admirer of Lady Euphrasis^, 
she supposed owing to his being a resident in the 
house with her: about herself had he been indiiier- 

-ent, he never could have betrayed such emotions— 
his looks, as well as language, expressed the feel- 
ings of a heart tenderly attached, and truly distress- 
ed ; and when sho reflected on the circumstance to 
which this distrje^s was owing, she felt as much im- 

. patience as he manifested, to give the desired expla- 
nation of her conduct. 

His Lordship was scarcely gone ere Lady Grey- 
Btock made her appearance. Amanda supposed, as 
usual, she .only came to pay a flying visit; how 

. great^ th^n was her mortificaUea and surprise, when 
her J^adyship told her, sh^ was came to spend tha. 
day quite in the fa rally- way with her, as the ladies 
of Grangeville were so busy preparing for a splendid 

entertainment 
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•nteri^ment they were to be at the ensatng day, 
that they had exelude4 ail Tisitoxs, and rendered the 
Jiouse qQite diisagreeable. 

Amacida endeavoured to appear pleased ; hut to 
conTerse she found almo&t impossible, her thought* 
were so engrossed by an absent objeet : happily her 
Ladyship was so very loquacious herself, as at all 
tiroes to require a listener more than a speaker ; she- 
was therefore well satisfied with the taciturnity of 
her fair companion. Amanda tried to derive some- 
comfort from the hope that her Ladyship would de-- 
part early in the evening, to which she flattered her* 
self she would be induced, by the idea of a comfort-- 
able whist-party at home ;■ but six o^clock struck, 
and she manifested no inclination to move. Amanda 
•was iu agony — her cheek was flushed with agitation ; . 
she rose, and walked to the- window to conceal her 
emotion, whilst her father and Lady Grey stock were 
•conversing. The former at last said 'be had some 
letters to write, and begged her Ladyship to excuse* 
his absence for a few minutes. This she most gra- 
'ciously promised to do ; and pnlHng out her kndt-- 
ting, requested Amanda to read to her tfli tea-time* 
Amanda took up a book, but was so confused, she 
scarcely knew what or how she read : *^ Softly, 
•oftly, my dear fchild,*' at last exclaimed her Lady. 
ghip, whose attention could -by no means keep pade 
•with the rapid manner in which she read : ^* I pro^ 
iiiht you post on with as much expedition as- my 
Lady Blerner's ponies on the Otrcular.*' Amanda 
i blushedi 
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txlnsliody and began to read slowly ; b«t* wlbeo the 
dock struck seTen^ her feelings could ho longer be 
repressed, i^ Good Heayen I'' cried she, letting the . 
book drop from her hand, and. starting from her 
ckair, ^* this is too much!" — '' Bless me, my dear," 
said J'Ady Greystock, staring at her, ^' what is the 
matter ?'*—" Only a slight headach, Madam,V an« 
awered Amanda^ contiuaing to walk about the room* 
Her busy fancy represented Lord Mortimer now 
Impatiently waiting for her, thinking, in every" 
sound which echoed among the desolate ruins of St. 
Catherine'^, he heard her footsteps — his soul melt, 
rag with tenderuess at the idea of a perfect reconci. 
liation, which an unsatisfied doubt only retarded. 
What would he infer from her not keeping an ap- 
pointment so ardently desired, so solemnly pro- 
mised, but that she was unable to remoTC that doubt 
to his satisfaction 2 Perhaps he would not credit the 
reason she could assign for breaking h^ engage- 
ment; perhaps,' piqued at her doing so, he-^ould 
not afford her an opportunity of accounting for it, 
«]; the apparent mystery of her late conduct : to 
retain his doubts would be to lose his tenderness, 
aad at last, perhaps,, expel her from his heart. She 
thought of sending Ellen to acquaint him with, the 
occasion of her detention at home: but this idea ex- 
isted but for a moment : an appointment she con- 
cealed ftosn her father, she could not bear todivdge 
to any othjsr person— 4t. would be a breach of duty 
and delicacy, she thought* /^ No^" said she to her. 

self,. 
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self, *' I will not, from the thoughtlessness ahd im- 
petuosity which lead so many of my sex astray, 
orerstep the bounds of propriety ; and, to reinstate 
myself .in the esteem of one person, lose that of 
others, and above all, that of my own heart. If 
Lord Mortimer refuses to hear my justification, he 
will act neither agreeable to candour or justice^ and 
pride must aid in repelling my regret." 

*^ You look strangely indeed, my dear," said 
Lady Greystock, who -was attentively watching her 
whilst those idcns wore rising in her mind. Amanda 
recollected the remarks which might be made on her 
behaviour, and apologizing for the manner in which 
she had acted, took her seat with some degree of 
composure, Fitzalan soon after entered the room, 
arid tea was made : when over. Lady Greystock de- 
clared they were a snug party for three-handed 
whist. Amanda would gladly have excused herself 
from being of the party ^ but politeness made her 
conceal her reluctance. Her extreme dejection was 
noticed bot!i by Fitzalan and her Ladyship ; the 
Jatter imputed it to regret at not being permitted 
by her father to accept an invitation she had received 
for a ball the ensuing evening. " Don't fret about 
it, my dear creature,'* said she, laying down her 
cards to administer the consolation she supposed 
Amanda required ; ^^ 'tis not by frequenting balls 
and public places a girl always stands the best 
chance of being provid^d'for : I, for my part, have 
'teen married three times, yet tiever made a conquest ' 

of 



CHILDBEK OF TUK ABBET. • 47 

« 

t>f any one of my husbands in a public place ; no,^ 
it was the priracy of my life partly obtained for me 
so many proofs of my good fortune." — Fitzalan and 
Amanda laughed. — '^ I shall neyer be dissatisfied 
-with staying at home," said the latter, ^^ though 
without either expecting or desiriug to have my re« 
tirement recompensed as your Ladyship's was.'*— 
*' One prize will satisfy you then," said Fitzalan. — 
*^ Ah !" cried Lady Greystock, " it is Lady Eu- 
phrasia Sutherland will obtain the capital one ! I 
don't know where such another young man as Lord 
Mortimer is to be found." — " Then your Ladyship 
supposes," said Fitzalau, ^^ there is some truth in 
the report^ circulated relative to him and Lady £u. 
phrasiaj" — ^% t assure you there is," said she; 
*^ and I think the connexion will be a very eligible 
one — their births, their fortunes, are equal." — 
*^ But ah!" thought Amanda, '' how unlike their 
dispositions !" — " I dare say," proceeded her Lady- 
ship, ^' Lady Euphrasia will have changed her title 
liefore this time next year." 

Fitzalan glanced at Amanda ; her face was deadly 
pale, and she put him and Lady Greystock out in 
the game, by the errors she committed.—- At last the 
carriage from Grangeyille arrived^ and broke up a 
party Amanda could not much longer have support- 
ed. Her father perceived the painful efforts she 
made to conceal her distress — he pitied her from his 
soul ; and pretending to think she was only iudis« 
posed^ entreated her to retire to hor chamber. — 

Amanda 
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Amanda gladly complied with this Bntreafjr, and be 
gan to meditate on what Ladj Greystock had said. 
Was there not a probability of its being true? 
Might not the indifference Lord Mortimer had ma- 
nifested on his first arriral in the neighbourhood, 
hare really originated from a change of affections ? 
Might not the tenderness he displayed in the morn^ 
ing haye been concerted with the hope of its in- 
ducing her to gratify his curiosity, by relating the 
reason of her journey from Wales; or please his 
▼anity, by tempting her to give some proof of at- 
tachment ? But she soon receded from this idea : 
Lady Grejstock was not infallible in her judgment. 
R'eports of approaching nuptials, Amanda knew, 
had often been raised without any foundation for 
them. The present report, relative to Lord Morti. 
mer and Lady Euphrasia, might be one of that 
nature : she could not believe him so egregiously 
▼aiin, or so deliberately base, as to counterfeit ten- 
derness merely for the purpose of having. his curio- 
«ity or vanity gratified. She felt, however, truly 
unhappy; and could derive no consolation but from 
the hope that her suspense, at least, would soon be 
terminated. 

She passed a restless iaight, nor was her morning 
more composed — she Could not settle to any of her 
usual avocations*: every step she heard, she started, 
in expectation of' instantly seeing Lord Mortimer ; 
but he did' not appear. After dinner, she walked 
cut alone^ and' took the road to St Catherine's* 
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^IkQn ffeeteacjied therttmg«he felt ' fatigued^ «iid 
nat'dowa iipos a €ag inthe chapel to rest httselfs 
" Here:, V said she, p^sWely leaning her heed upon 
her htfnd, '" Mortimer waited for me, perhaps 
with tender aqipa^ence; her^ too, he perhaps ac^ 
{^il^fed me^ neglect or deeeit/* — She- hc^ard a rust. 
ling beiiind her, aml^tirrtitiig,' perceived Sister Mary, 
f— w Y0U tfre weloome,' my dear squV," cried the 
good«.natiired nu^, .roifntBg forward, And sitting 
down by her. ^^ Bi^t ;why did you not come in to 
see us ^" continued she,' .ftfiectionately kissieg her. 
< — Atnaod^siid^ such ^as.her intention ; but. feeling 
m little: indisposed, she had remained in the ajr, in 
hop^s^ -of jgtating better.— ^* Oh- Jesui*' cried the 
Sister, ^^ yon do indeed looklll^ I must go and get 
you a cordiad frOm "out Prroress^ who is .qiittea doc- 
tsfss,' I assure you. "-^Amanda caught ^her gown as 
she. uras ^running awa]r, and ati^ured her tthe was bet- 
ferw-— ^ Well, t^en,'^ said.^he^ 2-<^un|ipg , her seat, 
^' If i%U8t t#n y^oQ: <»f an odd ^hing ^hlch happened 
here l^t nig^t. J^came^oMt 4o wa}k about the ruins 
between the lights, that is^ •as4>nefmay say, .wlien it 
isneither^dark nor light*: as the ai^ was ^old, I 
w rapped mj Yoil abou t me, and; had just turned the 
cloisj^ers, (fv^n I hearda quipk foot paping'af ter me^ 
Well, I ^supposing it to-be one of^ theisktors^ .walked 
Alowly,,t]>atshe might easilyovertakemef butyou 
jnayiPf^aRf my surprise', when I wasoTcrtaken, not 
py one of them indeed/ but byon&.of the finest and 
most bcftutiful younj; inen I ever beheld^ Locd, how 
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lie Hid Stert-Mrhfefl hfe ^wm% ! i^si for M **% #«WR! 
ms if t %as a ghost! Ute YH^^sf^ q^te 1rf!4l, Wffd'HIj^ 
eff, tntj^tetJng ^meffHTi^'to Mmseif. W«fW, 1 dix^w^lit 
ill tliisfetwmge/tttid was malsing'alHlie'hastel eo^d 
16 tfie Convent,' t^lien lie appeared afgaifi^ cismlhjj; 
from und^ that bnTfeeh ardi; 'tftid he i&oW^d tfM 
smiled so sweetly, and held hte'liatlnMs fcaftti*i>^¥fe* 
spectfiilly, whilst lie hegpfA my pardofi fbr'tfirfaTtfrm 
lie had giveh me 5 ttfld theti he blufthHl, Jaiid »lmw t« 
Wde ihls eJ^fosion with his'hdtt^-^rcbtef, tfbtte Ikia 
ttsked me if I had seen a; yownSflady about thiePulrtt 
lliat evening, as a particular friend hall tefonrad ^im 
frlte ?fri>«ld' be there, awd desired hUii* tp »0corft Het 
Ijome.-^^'VVhy, wy dear Sir,' saysUf ^l B»Ye^te«rt 
mhout this place ^he whole e^enitig, and lJe»e hiii 
neither he^ man, woman or ebild, but you t,^A 
myself; io^'tbe youn^ lady <*ai>ged' her iimrid, and 
took atidehei' rambte.'r-* »o X'K«p\)ose;»''sARI'K^5 
mud he H>ok^' so ^ale afed *o meltthcftoly, I rodM 
tiMbielp tHiiiitig it wi^'a-^Weetfee^t f^JhWbfee'ii 
aeekii^ ; so, by w«y ^ feiving hliA a 6it of c«M»ft>it, 
« Sir ^ says iy * if y^u will leate any marks of the 
young lady yow wPi^ s^eiekiirg, with me, f wifl- watdi 
heWtnyseJf a -Bttfe Ibngerfor her; and if^heXsomeff, 
I will' *eU h^'htiiw oritai^f j^on were at •fa at ^nd 10 g 
Ijc^r, and be 'surie to dJsi^atch hir aftw :J«loti.*-^Nd, 
Hetlmnk^ifie; hesaki; bbt it was ct virry ¥tH\t 
conseqtience his not meeting ^r, or ind^d Wfteffrei' 
be ever met her afga<ri,'tind went awa^.'**— ** Dili 

Iie2»'<aaid Ainteftda-~« Bl6» to'T' exclaimed the 
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acknowledged sbe wais; and *riBiiig^ iv^dest^ ^ih^ 
iK^ultt'efttMe^lictr not paying «]ier .c^mpthiMln&'l&at 
VTMiBg tft^i^^^^oott^iy.-SfiHcr Marj pressed her t«l 
#rMki^awkII'tliFePl-)ai«8S, ortftl^like«dliiebf 
ii«^ M^^lewt e«i<^l ; <lrtft Amanda */dPiittid'a]^fh'<««i 
\nksk, aind'Hife Mecf9«»i]fA te vtun 'svMr cher'-d^an ^B 
l«i«lctaiK3e. ♦• . .' 

' Sc»rOefy'^d%te t^^^iMd ^tlfe'HAd, •«r& «^d«ti6li« 

^^ttB^^f?g^* ^ rft^^!«e^oavb4d4t4' ^EW¥l«g M 
at ^ebe #k4 AjH^ ^as^ ^9«d , *4h^ *nr Injtd W^fiineiJ 
md istt^y IHpJkHi/id "s^^ei^ it V^dsi«^^to^^«tdl 
o%*er i 1^' Mif fh«7- *0^-|i*f*tfelted Wis' «^ ^^'«»* 
lirtfy «*^rttsk *artig[wti,"«mlcptit tK^i^h^d-ftrifttrl 
i9 «t«iB Ite^^rt^etrflyHt'h^r. -kataY^a •#ai-iiibr8 
flted'ffta«<i#eV'1fed'»A*^»li^ri *«*Wfe W^S ^<JWWW#^| 

a (fiiat iiomi^V?^ttii^<A^>ig''^'^ve4^ 

«fc«y, adwttt^j ai«i rfitenaeU'rvftMafrtim adT^rt<tf§8i 
#Mert<ia«. •« Bat, in tftfe Wtihraticki bf rf l!Bei^I 
fcittii »'cf«ed «*ie, ^« ^k^ '*i^t tjf: stfch atifafetig^l 
caTi'-iw*rirt-tMs*n^e::'^ch a trrJrtd; T fiartte^ifiysfeif, 
lord If orthner poss^s^s. AT/f 1^ he ilifcTft-s as £ 
^b, *l>a '«r«tftd pilfer a4o«^ t^We infte^de^^late 
fptttrl ^Ve jtist quitted, to afl Ifcerparade'aiid inig'- 
^ffieem^ hels ofbont w l««e3smg.»» 1^ tiJgfit prfssw! 
»iawty<ifWirfj4keideaof LordMoftim«r'sdeirY)tfii^ 
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|i)l hit Mtentioq tp j^a^y Euphrasia^ cotiJId not b^ 
driren from her miU(|« ' 

^ Tfh© Be|:t morning, ihe first ebjeet she iair, oa 
gplag to the wiodow, was a largo f rigato. lyitig at 
anchor ne^r 4he Castle. £llen entered hor ^bambeit^ 
liod sig)iiag Jbeairily, asche always did indeed at the 
'ie^.^.*<>f -ft s^ip^.^H^) s^^ wished k contained het 
wandering sailor. Amanda indulged a. hope thai 
1^01:41 ^ior<t4iQer would appear ia the' course ol. the 
d^l » ^^t «]|« was •disap|yonited« Sho retire^-, after 
tea in the eToning, to her dressing^roiom, and, seated 
|q the window, enjoyed a calm aad beautiful scene; 
|iot 1^ cloud concealed ihe hrigkt asure of the firma* 
Ipeot; the moon spread a line of silvery radiance 
^Te^ ih% waves, that stole, with a melancholy mur* 
ipor^ j^pon tj^e ohore ; and ihe silence which tieigned 
•frouiid/^as only interrupted by the faint Qoise of 
"(he mariners on board the frjigate, and their eyenifig 
.<dr^^lf At la^t Amanda heard, the "paddling^ of oars^ 
and perceired a large boat coming from the ship, 
f 0|ved f>j sailors in white shirts and trowsers, thej^ 
voices keeping time to 4heir oars : the appearance 
^ey made was picturesque, and Amamda watched 
them tiii the boat disappeared among the rocks.-^ 
The Supper-bell «oon lifter summoned her from the 
window I but scarcely had she retired to her cham- 
^r for the night, ere Ellen, smiling,. trembling, an4 
mpparent'ly overcome with joy, appeared. ' ^* I hare 
eeenhim!^' cried she hastily; ^^ oh, Madiiia^ I.h9?^ 
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t^Q poor Cilip himself, aiid he is as' kind'tfttdflV 
tnie-hearted asen^r!^ — I went ^is -eTenkig to Ih^ 
tilUge to see oHd Norah, ti> whom^ you setit th^ ^' 
liii€p»^ for she is a- pleiasiDg kind of p^ty, aiid doe§ 
Dot laugh like the rait at one for theii^ Welilr 
tongue :. so when I vms retarofng honcV ^^^ *^ ^ - 
geet tHtasce ffooi her^cabuiy I'saW m great nimbes 
of men coming towards me, all dressed iti wh?te? 
To pe sure, as I hoerd a greet t^l apMt the whit4 
poys,. I thought these were nothing else ; and I did 
io quake and tremble, for ffaere^wai neither hoTe^ 
or bosh^ or tree, on the spot, that would hare sheU 
IfM'^d one orthe Hftle tiney'faiiies of I^nmaetimawr* 
Well, they came e^,ishtmtiiifg and'hioghl^g, ttii 
merrier than I tli6trghf snch rogues ought to hef 
and the moment they e^pred me^they gift ihet^cP round' 
me^ and- pegan pulling meapout ; so I gaV^ a grea^ 
screem, and lirectljr a Tdicfe'(Lort how my heart 
jumped at it !) cried out, > That ia*Ellen V and, '^ 
be sure, poor Chip soon hdd me in his amis-; ^tti§ 
then. I beard they- were sailor»from the fr^te, cdM 
to get fre»lt provision 8 at' the tillage: so rturhi^d 
pack with-^them, and tKey had a great bowl of 
whisky.punch'and'a wlrole sfght'of cakesYatitl Chip 
told me all hw adrentur«»s ; and he wa^f so glad whert 
be heard I^liVed'with you, pecause ne said you wore 
a 8w<*t, mild young laty, and'he was stire you* Would 
sometnm*ft remind me of hitn ; Und he hopes iubn to 
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jet his tischarge, and then — — ** • . . i . 

^ You are to be married,'* satd Atnauda^ inhcf- 
- - -* ]k 3 prating 



lirtfUflg dt^jblu^Ms «i(ll|«6iMioB of Siri9DY-^<^t#% 
Mutual I I4a4y I iffffQie yj9Uj^.Ch49f'^W>i al|ei^fA| 
Hm iii0]^e:p)^ar^8(fftriag life* ITifti^i^ istttfl^^.lf 
Ik IHtto^ oC <jb^ roii|;h98f: s iHitrbe tflI4 ma tjh^^ nlm 
HWidtf to. Us Io»tniflig>iIm pMtiswaiii'»i9iya(l.e* FiiiMr 
fi^k>1r!' ]ve» soHis to^norrow nigHt I- Tlio sWpiSiOil 
Hid JbriA srtntJKMi,,wd Uhfty toe to coMt ttto OiibU*.'^ 

|poa»r]i9if .c]|Mpal?ief jj ^ tty pqrtwr:batiop» 994^U9U^ 
tndc^ »D^: o^TfOB ; a9M«ed ^i the aJlf otjioa^ of thy^ rii^ 
1a^ 9W9ini pep^ a^d <|he^f uIjiiim :!|f^1 r^^u^e t^^ 
tapire. ia 'thy Ih^I^V" 

tc^ th<^iieacV^tb:h^v.^^ij^r9 1^ s^ t,he- fi^erm^p 
drawring . thei^ ^ime^ oiv «hore^ an which* thmis hf>£«f 
«Ad tho ^mfo^t ^f'ihfiir fa^Ui^i^ depended* • WhUsI 
J^iUalaa C4>jnrejrs£d with Uw^% Am^^da 5oai(«4 h«rt 
folf on.^ IowtcmJo, t»-, oI;»serT«' thieti motious^: if^ 
^ B^cirnnir of t^p wates, thci^e wa^ ^ g^U^^aliMN 
fl^ljr^ i» tinis^oa wUh. h^r pres^a t fe^ingg. J'fopv 4 
yoWTfl^ me4i^Q% wd^k^ ha4 gf9iimilf n^Ji^rM 
%^x, In^lft^piiTe tpr ti^ ,«ceiie b«fo;« h«r,f M^ wiMS^f ii4t 
fl^nly routed, by^ 'toLies behind her. She starle4 
fjrom lic^.soa.^ foe ia ooe of them sho' imagined sh9 
difrti^guifihed the SKOceui of Lord Jtf oriiioer : i^or w%4 
l|ho n^i^kea^ he w<a^ dee^endiog a wio^ipg p&Ul 
yieax h^^ aiccoinpaoifi^rb^ a naral o$^ef, Tovptsi 
mitjhoQl 4seoing. heir irajs impossible j an4 as he ap« 
preached her, he atopped, appareAtljr hesitatioM 

vh^ther or apI he should addresa her* hi a iew 
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Vtioffk^ lite IleBilGitron taded with waviof his liand.i 
kci^Aitfy as if to bid .her adieu, whiist he proceeded 
tftia small boat^ which had bten. for. some time \yiof 
in a cieek amaDgthe rocks, and which, on receiving 
kim and his dompaokm, ioMnediatcSy rowed to tht 
fcigale.. 

Amanda^r^mUed; het heart b^ajt Tiolentlj. Elleit 
bad infoiined b«r'the frigate was to sail that night ; 
and what eoaidiodjice Lord Mortimer to visit it at 
snch an hour, except an intention, of departing in \^t 
»— Uacertaifity is dreadful : she grew sick with aaxL. 
etyy before her falher returned to the Castle. Om 
entering it^ she Laupediately repaired to her chamber ; 
and' caUiag Ellen hastily, deaaanded if Chip^s intel* 
%ence-was^ true?« — ^^ Alas, yesl" replied Ellen^ 
weepiag vieiently ; ^^ and I know the reason jovk 
ia^uira. Ymi saw. Lert Mortimer going to the ship ^ 
iisaw him myself, as I stood on the beaoh talking td 
Chip, who was. one of the sailors that eane ia ^la 
boai for his Lortship and the Captain ; and, to pa- 
Siire, ihe.dght left my ejes when I saw. my Lort dA» 
parting, pecanse I knew he was going away in anger 
at the treatment he supposed he had receired froaa 
yon."' — '^ From me !'* exclaimed AmaQda«-— ^^ Oh,, 
yon wiH nerer forgnre me for acting so padty as I 
haise done pj you !^' sobbedl Ellen ; ^< pyt inteed 
the sight of poor Chip droi^ every thing ffom my 
memory put hsmself. Last night, as I was goiiig X4k 
Norah^s, I overtook Lord Mortimer on the road, 
who was walking quite sauawfcdiy, aa I inay say, 
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pybknself; sO) tope siire^ I fhonj^hifcould'tfciro 
less, in good manneFii, then drop him a curtsey «» t 
passed ; so up he came to me tifectly. ^ Andj my 
good giriy kovr are you ?," said be, andlie.Bmiled so 
•weetly, and loolced so hsadsome ; and then he tooM 
my Iiand ; and to pe sure, his hand was as-sxyft at 
anyTelTet. ^ And pray, £ilen,' said he, ^ is Miss 
Pitzalan at home^ and dbengaged?' — I teld him yoii 
Iras; ^ and Cot knows, my Lort/ says }, ^ and 
melancholy enough too : I left her in the tressing^ 
room window, looking out at the waves, and listen* 
ing to the winds.' — ^ Well, hasten home,' crU>d he^ 
' and tell her she will oblige me greatly py meeting 
me immediately at the rocks peyond the Castle.''-^ 
I promised him I waald^.and he put, miy inteed 
forced five guineas into my hand, and tamed off an^ 
other road, charging me not to forget ; put as I was 
to near Norali's,. I thought I might just stepia td 
see how she did; and when I left her, I met poot 
Chip, and Lort knows, I am- afraid he would hare 
made me forget my own tear father and mother, "—a 
^* Oh, Ellen I" cried Amanda, '' how could you 
verve me so ?" — " Oh tt^ar," said Ellen, n^doubling 
her tears, ^' I am certainly one of the most unfor^^ 
innate girls in the world: put, Lort now, Miss 
Amanda, why should you pe so sorrowful ? Foe 
certain, my Lort loves you too well always to be 
angry. There is poor Chip now, though he thought 
I loved Parson Howel!, he never forgot me." 
Ellen's eiforts at consolaiioii were not tuccessful, 
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anti A'manda dismissed her, that, unnoticed and un«^- 
i^straiDed, she might indulge the tears which flowed 
at the idea of a* long', a lasting separation, perhaps, 
from Lord Mortimer, offended, justly offended, as* 
she supposed, with her. . The probability was, she 
would be banished from his thoughts ; or, if remem^ - 
bered, at least .wiihx)ut esteem or tenderness^. thus 
might his heart soon >be qualified for making another 
choice. She Walked to the window, and saw the 
ship already under weigh — she- saw the. whiteiails ' 
fluttering in the breeze, and heard the shouts of the*-^ 
mariners. ^^ Oh Mortimetl'.' cried she^ '' is ifr^thu»- 
we part ? is it thus thb expectations youTaised in my 
heart are disappointed ? You go hence, and detent 
Atnanda unworthy- a farewell ; you ga2e,- perhaps at 
this moment, on Castle Carberry, without breathing 
one s^h for its inhabitants I Ah f had* yotr loved 
sincerely) neVer would the impulse of res^wtment 
have conquered- the emotion of tenderness ; noy 
Mortimer; you deceived toie, aiid perhaps yourself,, . 
in saying t was deai^to you '^ -hlkl I4)cfen so, never 
could you have acted In this manner.'* 'I^er eyes 
followed the course of the vessel,* tili«1t appeared 
like a speck in the horizon. ^^ He i^ gone \?^ Said 
she, weeping afresh, and withdrawn) |^ henelf from^ ' 
the window,. ^^ he is gone t-^and ff I ever meet him 
again, it will probably be as the hvsbasd of IjLdj> 
Enphrasia..^^ . .: 
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CHAP. V. 

Tliifii^fl^ ilna PIl nik^ a Sfe of jeatoM/, 
T* fcHmt ttOi the chMiges of tKs moDB 

"Witb ffei^ suFBUMB^-'-No ; ta be oao^ in do«M^ ^ 

Ja to be resalv'd. — But yet 

I'Jl see hefpre I doubt ', wjien I doubt» prove ; 

And, on the proof, there is no inore but this— 

Awtj al oDce -with love or jetloosy f ' Sh AXzn^SAYi* 

Losp 'Mortimer had) in reaHty^ departed with sexu 
tlments Terjf uofaTourable to Amanda: he had waited 
impatiently at St. Catherine's, in the food expecta* 
tion of haTtng all his doubta resuxTed^ by a caodi^ 
explanation of the motiFes -whicb caused her precis 
pitate jauraey from Wales. Hi» soul sighed for a 
reconeiiiati€M[i*~-hi« t^den^e$» was redoubled by be* 
ing so long restrafiaed: the idea of f«4dii^ his he^ 
loved Aqiand^ to his bo^om, and hearing t2iat sho 
deterred aU the tei^raess and sensibility whkh 
glowed in thai bosom for Iter, gare him the highest 
pJeasnre ; bot ithcn the appointed hour passed, and 
mo Ansfida appeared, Ungoage cannot express hm 
^Hsappointaent. Almost distracted by it, he ten* 
tured to inquire concerning her from Sister Mary ; 
and, long after the friendly nun had retired to the 
Conxent^ continued to wander aboat the ruins, till 
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tke shadow^ ql night had enveloped every object* 
from his view. ^^She fears to come then," ex- 
claimed he, qulttiag' the desolate spot, oppressed with 
the keenest anguish ; ^^ she fears to come, because 
she cannot satisfy mj doubts-*^! witnessed her^agi- 
tation, her embarrassment, this morning, when !• 
hinted at them. The 'mystery which* separated ua 
will not be explained ; and it i^ in vain to think we 
shall ever meet, as I once flattered^ myself we 
should." 

This thought seemed' to strike at all' his hopes^ 
The distress and' disorder of his mind were depic- 
tured on his coutttenanbe, ' and' escaped not the ob- 
servation and rail I'ery of the Marchioness and Lady 
Euphrasia;- but 'theii' raillery was vain^ and un- 
answered by him — he was absorbed in a train of 
pen^VeY^ifekflbhSj'wfiich fliey had heither power to* 
remove 6r dfetUrb.^ '^ • / : < - 

* Most uin'wiMittgljr hWiaocbrnpfanied'theM) t^e enstu 
ing day, tt* A'^splendid enfertaihment, given pur. 
posePy for them in the neighbourhood-. The unet- 
pected sight of^Amanda, as d\\e s^tA^od oh a little ele- 
vated Milk id avoid the carmge, xjimsfed^'tf sudden 
emo^iijfe of sui'pi^'aiid'dW^ht in 'his ricfs'dttfe -'Tli'^ 
iJHndst poifi^t'S of eloquence could not have* plfeaded^ 
hor^ise so suceessfully^ a^ hero'vvn aplpearance, at 
that minufi»,'diU :^the' languor of her 'face,* its ifttihl- 
and scraphid expression, h^x pensive attitude, and> 
%h<^ timid ^Jbdijsty wHh which she seemed shrinking, 
from Tob^erratioii, ail tbnched the serisibfWtjf''i<f' LtriV 

pQ Mortimer,, 
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Mortimer, awakened ki» softest feelings, reTiredhis 
l^opes, and made him resolve to seek another oppor« 
tunity of demauding an explanation from her. The 
«udden colour which flushed his cheeks, and the 
sparkling of his eye^ as he looked from the car* 
riage, attracted the notice of his compauions. They 
smiled maliciously at each other; and Lady Euphnu 
sia declared, she supposed the girl was atationed 
there to try to attract admiration, which, perhaps 
her silly old father had told her, she merited, or else 
to meet with adventurej. Lord Mortimer drew ia 
hb head.; and the contrast betwemi her Ladyship 
and the fair being he had been looking at^ never 
struck him so forcibly as at that moment, and lessen* 
ed one as much as it t^yated the other la his e$ti« 
mation* 

He wandered near the Csitld the ne^t eTening,. in 
liopes of meeting Amanda.' His disappQintment was 
diminished by seeing £llen, who, he was confident, 
would be faithful te the message entrusted to her .; 
with this eonfidence he hastened to the rocks, every 
moment expecting the appearance of Amanda. Her 
Image, as it appeared to him the prei^eding day, 
dwelt iipon Ills imagination, and he forcibly felthow 
efseatial to his peace was a reconciliatipn with her. 
An hour elapsed, and his tenderness again began to 
give way to resentment — it was. not Ellen, bat 
Atnanda he doubted. He traversed the beach in an 
agony of impatience and anxiety ; a feverish heat 
petvaded his frame, and he trembkd with agitation : 

at 
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9Jt length he heard the dbtant sound of the 8n{f|ier* 
bell at Ulster Lodge, which tierer rung till xlato^ 
honr. All hopes of seeing Amanda were now girein 
up) and eyery intention of meeting her, at a futoro* 
period, relinquished : she arbided htm designedly, it 
was eyident. He could hare cursed himself for be« 
tray ing such anniety abont her, and his wounded 
pride revolted from the idea of seeking anotiier in. 
teryiew : *^ No, Amanda,'' he exclaim^, as he^ 
passed the Castfe, ^^ you can no longer have any 
elaim upon me. l^ysterious appearances, in tho* 
most candid mind, will raise suspicions; In giving 
yon an opportunity of accounting for such appear^ 
ances, I did all that candour, tenderness, sensibility^ 
ind honon^, could dictate; and instead of again 
anting efforts to coirferse with you^ I must now. 
toafce others, which, I trust, will be more successful 
— entirely to forget yon." 

The next morning he accompanied the Marquis, 
in his barge, to the frigate, where he was agi'eeably 
surprised to find, in the commander, an old'frr(^»d 
of his. Captain Someryille returned to Ulster Lodge 
with his yi&itors, and there. In a half jesting, hail 
serious manner, asked Lord Mortimer to accompany 
him on his intended crntze. This his Lordship in« 
stantly promised he would,' with pleasure : he was 
completely tired of the Rosline family, and wa8,'be^ 
sides, glad of an opportunity of conyincing Amanda 
he was not quite so fascinated to her as she perhaps 
belxeyed^ by his quitting the neighbourhood ere their 

departure* 
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departaeei As he dcseeaded to the boat, the Ughtbf 
Amandai shook his resolation ; she eemmd destiood 
to cross his path, merely to gkv^ him jis^ietMd^* 
Aa ardent wifh-spfung In hi^ heart ^0 »4di^si» kfiV 9 
bat it wa$ instantly sappressed^ by rafle^livg horir- 
praniQdiitfttediy: she had a?oid«4 hm* Ptickv Mi&p«t<T 
fbte^. prompted hkn to paas.her in iHmcet yet, asr 
the hait rec<rd^d from the shore, .hi$ e)reti. were pl«. 
itettedta th»spot on which, she stood ;. and \rheo he. 
c^ttid aa longer see her white govn^ tin^^rtog io ^e* 
i9idd, Ji^ gare a sigh io the remenhrance of th& 
happy days be* had passed with her^ at-iTlidiMP HaJJ^p 
and another to the idea that sach honri would Bever 
more be enjoyed by him. ■ ,L .t'niii 

• The lamiiy at Ulster Ia^ Vcj^e botbiuertifad 
stod^disappokited by his depavtnre ;• thctogl h^: ]ient 
iieiTiitg' their 4)is pleasure^ iiact fei^deiT«Q,Rid to leipen 
it, by promising to wait tHeir arriTal^lnfiDiibim^rwnd 
return with them to Enghuid. ^tadefMM'tvveiseeifaed' 
a tacit in d nation that he was notiaa mve^-ftdtatifted 
tor Lady Euphrasia'as the^ wished ifim to>b^:?ia'SttS<«' 
picion of this natorehad ladtBsdy fot^sanietbne^ijSek^ 
«aded their minds, aad also that hisafi^tbiii!: nKire 
elsewhere dtspcM^ed of. They had'Teasoatv belle fe 
that the person who possessed 'them: dweft ta th^ 
Tidnity of the Lodge, fVom the great aUeratioii 
which took place in his manner immedij^i^ after 
his arrirai at it. In hopes 'of »di^orertiig who this- 
was, they watched him critically at uil ih^ paflies he 
frequented with tlieqi^ but $00U i^wi: it y?n$ not the 

present^ 



^veseot, \(vkt the absent ebj^cia^ ha<> the pover of 
exciting e«Aoti^n9 ii» hinu At tlie wamjoS AmniicU 
F^alan, of har fathor, ibeyi ob9er?ed kim codoar $ 
and fre^entkf sav Mm c^otamplato Castle Carb^rry^ 
aa if U cMitained >a being inioUely dear to bioai. Ta 
Amanda^ therefore, th^y feared lie was attaclied;^ 
aad supposed tlie a^tachmeat casamenced at tke Kil* 
oocbaas' ball, wiiere thej liad* noticed his impas*^ 
sioB^ glances at thia hated, because t^oloTely, re« 
latioft. The moat an bounded vage took possessioit 
of tlwtp souls ; thBf regretted erer lioTiDg come t(» 
Ireiand, whjBsethey sapposed Loud Mortimer -had 
fcat amt Ananda^ as Lord Gherbu*^y had mentionod 
thachii|ben of Vitaelao bmg stiaagers to him or 
his fifmtiy. ' .Xhaj knew the:paafiioas of Lord Cher* 
htojt WMO impetnaaa^ asid Ibhat ambittoa was the 
Jieadii0 .peiairiplo.bf.itts joui : anaibus for an alliaace 
tietwem hif jMni^y aod tb^ifs,..they l^iiew he would 
ii| bi{f%b.aaj'ob0tacle which should lie thrpwa m 
the v^y of ifta completioa ; and therefore resoiveJ, 
a L4(rd HQtim^Ty at their oext meeting, appeared 
aTOfse to the wishes of hkrs father, to acquaiut the 
Eatl with the ocoaaion of his son's disinclioation, 
and sepjresent Fitaalan sod his daughter as aiding 
and ahAttin^p each btlier is: aa* insidious scheme to 
entangle the aiee^ons of Lord Mortimer, and draw 
hin into a manriaga—^a scheme which, to a man of the 
«orid (as they knew LordCherbory to be), would 
appeap so Yery probable, as to gain implicit oredll. 
ThiS) they knew^ wonld eonrert the esteem he feH 

H. for 
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for Fltzalao, mto katred and contempt ; his faroui^ 
would consequently be withdrawn, and the father 
and child again sank into 'indigent obsctirify. ^ To 
think that Amanda, by dire necessity, should be 
reduced to servitude — to think the elegance of her 
farm should be disguised by 'the garb of porerty^. 
and the charms of her face faded by misery, were 
ideas, so gcate&l, so: ecstatic to their heavts, that, to 
hare them realizied^ ihey felt they could*, wHli pleaa 
sure, teltnqulsh the attentions^ Jbord Mortimery ta 
}iave a. preteji^t'for injuring Fitzalaa with hisfather^ 
Though not quijtie assured .their' MSpioioiis were 
weU. foond^d,. ihey would nef er-hare^lieskaled com^ 
municatiug them as- such to LordlCbeisbury ; hiit^- . 
#or their own satisfaction, . they wished -tc^ -knew 
what reason they had to^ eaiertadii theiii«<* I^ad;^ 
Crreystock. was the. only person 'they obserral on a , 
foetingof intimacy with Amanda ; and) thre^gh her 
neans, flattered themselVes they might makeF ^e deai. 
sired .discoTery. They therefore be^n to^tsijibend 
from their haughtiness^ and make overtures- for an 
intimacy with. her> — oreytures which she' recerred 
wkh delight;, and in their present iiitentiony forgot 
,thetr past neglect, which had giren her siieh disgusts 
<As they became intimate with her, they were mnck 
amused by a shrewd manner she* possessed of teMiog 
stories, and placing the foibles- and imperfections of 
their visitors in the most conspicuous and ladkroue 
light, particularly oCsuch visitors as were not agrees 
able to them : vrith the foibles Qf humaa' nature, ste 

waa 
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• • • 

those foiblos to her awn advaotagp. She percei?ed 

the egregious Vanity of the MarcfHoneiid and Lad;^ 

Sttplirasia, and by administering large portions df 

(Hf^iat Sterno styles) the delicious essenc^e of the 

sotil to- them^ aoon .became an immense favourite^ 

After an injitnctioa 4Si secrecy, the Marchioness 

commnnicated* hier fears relative to Lord Mortimef 

and Amittda, irMdr^ «he>pretended, r^ard for one^ 

and pH)iifor'4he "other^ had excited; as an attach* 

meat, ei^er.of .an hononrable or dishonourable na« 

tiire^. she knew^; 'Lord Cherbnrj would nerer pari 

.don. .To know, • ther^ foie, >how far matters had 

proceeded ibe^w^eu' them^ w^^nld; be some sattisfac* 

tien ; ^and might, perhaps,' be^he means of prevent 

ing' the iti consequences she drt&aded. ' "- 

Lady Grey stock was not to be imposed on ; . shd 

perceived 4t was not pity for Amanda, but envy and 

j^loiifiy,* which had excited the fears of theMav* 

chioness. . If Lot d^Movtimen was attached to Aman-^ 

da, from .his^entimedtsand-imannery-she was 'con« 

vinced ft was. an attaehment of the purest nature* 

.ShecarefdJyicodoea^ed her.thboghts, however, affect*' 

ed to enter iiito all the' alarms of the Marchioness^ 

and> ^s she sawdhe was expected to do, promised, all 

in her power should be doa'ef^r discoTering what 

attachment subsisted between his Lordship and Mi8$ 

Fitzaian. For this purpose she began t» grow con* 

stant in her risits at Castle Carberry, often spending 

whole days in the mosi familiar mknuier wHh A man* 

' . da^ 



nity'of her and Fitzaian's mannet^ that ihej would 
lie tinwekome* 

.- The iireatherwas now- efte» to© 1»¥«r^ to ])efiiiii 
Amanda to take h^r iMSusi rambles^^ and th^BdIttad« 
of the Castle Hftts heightened Jjy her owi^ melanoholy 
ideas,, as well. as hy the dreariness of the season : no 
ji\ore . the magic hand of Hope 'skttdied sceiMs ^ef 
flattering brightness, to dissipate the gloommesa of 
the present ones — the prospects of Amanda^s heart 
were as dreary j as desolate, as thoseiheiriewed front. 
the windows of (he Castle : her usual aTocations n(K 
longer yielded delight ; every »jdea, every occnpa*. 
tioD, was embittered by the reflection of being Ies-> 
sened in the estimation of Lord Mortfm^» Her 
health declined with her peace, and again Fitzalaa. 
I|ad ,the anguish of seeing sorrow nipping his lovely 
blossom : the rose forsook her cheek, and her fora» 
assamed a fragile delicacy, which lihmatencid; tbfe de^ 
molition of his earthly happiness. He wttfnot Ign^o^' 
ra^nt of- the eause of her dpjection, but" he would noft 
shock her feelings by binttng at it« HSv^ry efleri 
whi^h tenderness ootlld- suggest, he essayed t^ <^er 
her, but without any durabje effect; for though she 
smiled when he expressed a wish to see her cheerful^ 
it was a- smile transient as the gleamings of a wintry 
sun, and which only rendered the succeeding. §)oota 
more conspicuous. 

' At this perib<t''oir distress, Lady Grey stock, who 
continued her Visits at the Castle, made a proposal^ 
which Fitzalaft eagerly embraced : this was, 'to. take 
\ - Amanda. 



jLin«iic|a*wiih her to London, whither she wasoUIigei^ 
to go directly, aboi^t a lawsuit carrying on between: 
h.^ a^d the oe|:^ew of her late husband* * 
* Change of i^ene, Fitzalan (f«3ted, would remor^^ 
from Amanda's mlad^ iike dejection which t\ppressed 
i^ and consequently aid the restoration of her healths 
P/ Lord Mortimer's renewing his addresses he had 
Bot the. sUghitest Apprehension, as he neglected the 
^portuni^s ^he might have had in the country for 
tueh a4)iirpose* J^itzalan, it may be remembered^ 
(mew .not that his Lordship had eter deriated from 
his indifierence) and he beliered it occasioned by a 
transfer of his i|ffections to Lady Euphrasia:, he was 
also Jgciorant of the great intimacy between the 
HosKoo family and It^dy Greystock, and conse. 
fluently of the probability there was, from such an 
intimacy, of Amai|da^« being often in the way of 
^rd Mortimer. If she m^t him, he was coniident 
it would be as the husband or . favoured - lover of 
Lady Euphrasia; and in either of these characters 
^ho'was eertain, fromjhe rectitude^ and purity of her 
|>rinciple8y she would be more than exer impressed 
with the^ necessity of conquering her attachmeotf 
whilst the paia attending such a^ conviction would 
be lessened, and probably soon removed,, by sur.. 
XOikndiug objectv^ ^aod .,the gay. scenes hh^ m,u«t en. 
gage in^ from behig the companion of Lady Qrey* 
$io^\ty who had a numerous, aM elegant ac^quaint* 
\ace in London. 

iler Ladyship appeared to hin, as she did to many 

others* 
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Im hearts best treasore m^gbft »aMy-tet!oii^i^«teft, 
He was indcr^ed tp a cci V^ ^iwr jiiHK^It^tftni ^r 1SI 
AitiHTiicfa, tiot oirfy tm aecotmt ©f •Ire't pr^Sfetif, *ut 
fnttf re wrffate. ffis <)wti'ln5altf! iv*9 ^xttcw^y (Ml- 
ca:te; %6'deemT»a ^s Hlfe Tery precaritMrs, and 'dal* 
feted *fmse!f Lafly Gh^ys*frc!c, %y hWrrng Wrf be- 
fored ^rl istider her cafe, trchiW jEfrow do ^aPtWcht^ 
to h^vcfi it prore a fnend, 4f^i^-*fiofnld*«s^fchrf 
away ere hh ne'wiy-'dbt!ai«nt?d 'lird^pcrt^kfiice* eteft!**! 
hhn to irraTre a prbirhfoVi fothfer J fn^hrdul^ffig -Hflftl 
froj^e, ^!s lTeai*t 'cdnia fidrf<*pi^afc!i'1)i»Wft)Tatiy'flite 
fhean or selfish. Her T;a8yS!<ip !iiatf' fi^q^cnfly'as* 
Stired him all h'er rplkflofes \«»rre VrVy fel^titit ^ritt, 
and in afRiieift c^»-cuYriSfifn^';*sd'f!fet'ir!if5 At!*alt^- 
fec^h(^6 amy-prbof of 'Ifftidiri^ssfrofiii'lTer, *sfiA'«)tr!l 
l!^ithcr injure nor le'ncnwcli Oii fhfe Hfeh^ <Jf- tftfJ^iH^ 
l*hfs, 'ht>VeVer, -w^s hot '^heca.^e, f^dH^rtttreffiiftf 
dtfnc^aledYroYn liihi, )as'Mr^ a^'nratfy'Offrers", t)y'1i^ 
Ladyship; ' Her education Va^eilhif 'gitPn1)itAt?>, 
©'r sfren^theTi^'d, 'the artful pi-'opeii^itles '6/ her 'flh^ 
position : she Wis *^ne of fife ttiihi^Voils bffjipHng ot 
Sfg^ntl^man in*flTef'<i\?ttferri pari c^f* frp^tffid, ivhos« 
Wife/a c^nlp'etc !u)tis^1fip,-kTi<irT\^h!s IriabiRty^tff 
giVing'^s-^aughfer^ foi*tui)fes, ^^ItptethifTita io ^HUg 
Biettkhrp^o "as 1o j?rffe^6iie'Wr fllftVftrtare'MrtbaliftW 

paltkllon for donwstlc' t^VeS^esff, *tfrtt<fte4Hbe'^W>44 
tice of a man of easy indepf ndtnce irf'tb^f-tfelgfibOTaTi** 
Jiood^ ^bo^ %eitrgta j^rf«df1RlBir^d, iklMtkrifo^em 

l^ody 
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fbl* tke^M fai«l ketind ; «iif|,'iiKobta!iliiiif 
.BHi%9|llt <lieil{)^Dimnd tikis 'T«liAibIf'^»ei|iji8fti6tt* 

dl'^pt, miOi hr« life, 'W«| ifirtiUyrX^mt^ 
Ml^d^'tlk« ii^<«lti ;^«a»'^f his iM^rlftJ^^ -hj His nil 
#4* jlrt#rg9WJ|i»i4 >a'«|reil)^r :gwe; A =<r<>ioa jf)intufb 
4m%Pt^64^fitb Xm^ifr^^ 'afia' the "V^fe^e- i)f ^mtsolin^ 
^W^^ll%«^h^lit^c<f^','W^¥^fe•'P«f1«^,>•<l RtHe -faf' eWtTlJr 

«^> B^hni^ ^'i^i^i^ttki ytk-f^ Ins aTgtini<>n^8,ilm« 
be-w^bM^ topWW#*porr6W W-ofti her fr^ire, Wt iiiii 
t##dtt«iNl hiriMlf Mo'U ; ^nd ftad the Mfrit j of -re. 
MVirtj^'beV hiE(tid^9-^oti^ lier ukre^ls -Wefe Kiid a^ide. 
l^^tH* ft^ri^lhif'*ime^M WAiWhi^t;^(i peace:; ^at 
4«^'fMfe«ii €Mj3G^yAif^t dr\^^«gb^dlifiiig9^of tkhrif« 
Udd^raiitlfd fb^^^iim^itotlowv^f Ihie «^ KM- i he vug 
iM-dereii to JtetK^ c^Hw^Acl^^Vn^rttf cM«^#r w^lfi sh^rd]^ 
f0mi»ated^«iiailiis'*tfli«ii^il»»«iiail' #m Wft to Mi 
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< 'Iii'llM 4i(Mi4^ ^h#mith0 IM%^>i^as air'knusk«ll 
BlN^Mtet^ Mr ho ^Uiiif4iii|»t^P tbeli iiiaKri(#V h>8 ifo<^tun« 
1M«> tfMisldcfUbl^'bArtihlB ttianntfr s^ -irtvaiige «nd 
irhliasMaJ/) Ihwt )he '»pfeartd>ieiieB]iat)le 4[>f enjoyiiig 
the adrantages it would have atford4<d' t^ others* 
|^4tWttlisCaMMrgtii«>|{4d1del^"lHlw««^soin^9w^ 
aidd «r]tlie:|itir Mllrtt^mud imMlccoMpttnied by a flriend,^ ^ 
ittnw^kcdi :oil her^ iot ikis .porjpnae of offeting ooBSOk 
Urifoa^aiid ahy .servioe in -hfsrfxower* Thiii attenfSoil 
inslantljtii«ipirad her with aa idea of trying io makio 
UmyfmU tMdoieriMliaMnti tiun tboi^ of j^y fo« 

tier. 
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]ier«. cHfs tkie anci fortooe wereiso attmcdT^) ^fiiaf 
Beithier his capricious disposition Jior th*^ Sisparit^ 
of their ages, he heing sitty and she bnhy <^giii^andft 
twe9tf,;iteiild preveot her ardeiitly desiHng^ a ben^ 
Qepiien ^jietw^a <iieni% . ^fitl efforjie ,to effect tiiia 
were iong uQiSiicce$fil^ttl;:^iii {tfr<$ef^iraQCe hUI? aU 
most work miraclivs.' Her C(H>$^3tM^ ^i9<^-hamo«ry 
and una emitted solicitude aj^out hia^- •whotiwen k( 
general an in.yi|Ud9 ^t |as^ OKuIeao kopressioQ^oi;^ bit 
flinty heart ; and, ii^ a fit of siidden gjpatUude) h^ 
, ^fiered; her -his hand^ which was eagerly accepted. . 
^ ^"he presuinptiYe heir to the Barqinet^a. large pos« 
sessions W9s tite s^n and ^nly child of:attecea^ 
flster. At the period^ thi^ unq^l^t^ aJliaiice took 
place, he was about tyfeikty y pleasing in b|s person^ 

^ngagHQg 4a Ju# maimer, and teusleriy Moved 'by 
)^«.iiiicle^ T^MsJpve^ La4y £rf«ys<ock saw, if it 
fi))]t«Qu^ w^mIj. CraalraC^lier w isfe of pocsesatng 
the Baronet*a whole property. Various schemet 
fucftimied'ii^ lier wiiMt relattve 'to tke tnaiiaer' ia 
whicb she atfueuid lay ike AMtndatien for Rush* 
brook's rnia: ere she ceu)4.:detlenaiiie'>eii) Ofn^f 
fhance discovered a secret which cooipl^tely aided 
her intentions. r ''" 

. In the neighbaiirk«fod of the Baroiilet's hd^mttf, 
^estdence^ Rushbrook hadforeoed anattachmeat to 
the daughter of ,a man, against whom his JttHcIe.eiiM 
tertained the most inveterate enmity. A nntop ws^ 
this girl, she was well convinced, would- ruin him« 
She therefore gave Jiim to uuderstoad^ ske.kBQw .dT 
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^s attachment, and sincerely pitied his situation^ 
encouraging his love by the most flattering eutogi* 
ums on his adored Emily ; declared her regret that 
hearts so congenial should be separated ; and at last 
intimated, that^ if they wished to unite^ she was con- 
•Vlhced she should soon be able to obtain Sir GeofU 
fry's forgiveness for such a step. Her artful insinu* 
ations hurried the unsuspicious pair into the snare 
she had -spread for them; the consequence of thta 
Ivits whatshe expected, 

Sir'Geoffry's rage was unappeaseahle, and he so- 
lemnly TO wed never more to behold his nephew, 
J^ady Greystock wished to preserve, If possible, ap- 
pearanct'S to the world, and prevailed on him to give 
her five hundred pounds for Rushbrook, to which 
she added fi<e of her^wii, tind presented the notes 
to him, with an asstrrance of pleading his cause^ 
whenever she f4>un(l a favourable opportunity for 
Kloing so, He'purdiased an ensigncy in a regiment 
on the polnf of embarkkig for America, where he* 
felt he would rather encounter distress than among 
those who had known him in affluence. 

Her Ladyship now redoubled her attention to Sir 
'Geoffry, and at last prepossessed him so strongly 
i^rith the idea of her affection for him, that he made* 
a will, bequeathing herhis whole fortune, which* she 
Mattered h^'rSelf with 'soon enjoying; but the consti^ 
-tution of Sir GeoJlVy was stronger than she imagined, 
'•and policy obliged her to adhere to a conduct which 
had gained his favour^ as she knew the least altera- * 

1\>L« II. K tioa 
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4ion In it would, to his capricious temper, lie 4iiflu 
cient to make him crush all her hopes. 

Fifteen years passed in this manner when a friend 
of Rushbrook's advised him mo Jonger to be deluded, 
by the promises Lady Greystock still continued to 
make of interceding ia bis/avour, but to wiite him. 
self to his uncle for forgiyeni^ss, which the duty he 
owed his family, and the distress of his situationj 
should prompt .him to immediately. Rusbbrook ac* 
eordingly wrote a most pathetic letter, and his friend^ 
jks he bad promised, delirered it himself to the Baro« 
«iiet. The contents of the letter, and the remonstrance 
jof his^yisitor, prodjiced a great change in the senti. 
tineiits ,of the Baronet : tenderness for a nephew ho 
•had adopted as his heir, from his infancy, began to 
.jreTiye ; and he seriously reflected, that, by leaving 
his fortune to Lady Greystock, he should enrich a 
/amily unconnected with him, whilst the last brancb. 
4>f his own was left to ol)scurity and w;retc])edness. 
Pride recoiled from such an idea j and he told the 
gentleman he would consider abpi^it a rjeconciliatioa 
with his nephew* 

Tlie conyersation between them, which :Lady Grey^ 
stock had contrived to overhear, filled her with dis^ 
may ; but this ^as increased almost to distraction^ 
when an jattornej b^i^^g s«nt for, she repaired again 
to her hiding.pk^e^ ftiid l^eard a new will dictated 
entirely in Rushl^rppk^ /ayoiir. 

Sir Geoffry w^|S ^soen prevailed on to see his ne^ 
fhe.w j but Mrj/ J3>uskbroo]L and the children were 

net 
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liofc suffered to appear before him : they were, how» 
ever, supplied with every thing requisite for making 
it genteel appearance, and accompanying the regi- 
tnent (aguin ordered abroad) with comfort. 

Soon after their departure, Sir Geoffry sunk into 
9l sudden state of insensibility, from which no hopes 
of his ever recovering could be entertained. Tho 
lituatioa was propitious to the designs of Lady Grey- 
Itock : none bat creatures of her own were admitted 
to his chamber. An attorney was sent for^ who had 
dften transacted business for her, relative to her af« 
fairs in Ireland; and a good bribe easily prevailed on 
hiin to draw up a will she dictated, similar to that 
l>efore made in her favour. The Baronet was raised 
in her »nns, whilst the attorney guided his almost 
lifeless hand In signing it ; and two clerks set their 
names, as witnesses. Sir Geofiry expired almost 
immediately after this scheme was executed. 

Rushbrook's friend, who had been appointed to 
act for him, if this event took place whilst he was 
tfbroad, now appeared. A will found in Sir Geoffry's 
cabinet was read, by which it appeared Mr. Hush, 
brook was his sole heir. The exultation of the 
peruser, however, was of short continuance : her 
I^yship's attorney appeared, and declared the will 
was rendered null by one of later date, which he had 
drawn up in Sir Geoffry's last moments, by his ex. 
press desire. Consternation and surprise pervaded 
the mind of Rushbrook's friend : he saw the will 
was too well attested for him to dispute it ; yet ho 

s % suspected 
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Suspected foul play, and lost no time in communl* 
eating his suspicion to Rushbrook. 

Her Ladyship settled her affairs most expediti-. 
ously. and returned with delight to her native coua« 
try, after a very long absence from it. Most of her 
near relations were dead ; but she h^ many distant 
ones, who, prompted by the knowledge of her large 
fortune, eagerly reminded her of their affinity, and/ 
vied with each other in paying her attentioit. This 
was extremely pleasing to her Ladyship, who was 
fond of pleasure at other people's expence ; for her- 
self, she had lahi down rules of the most rigid eco« 
nomy, which she strictly adhered to. From the 
many invitations she received, she was seldom a resi- 
,dent in her own house; she judged of otlu;rs by her- 
self, and ascribed the attentions she received to their 
real source, self-interest, which she laughed secretly 
to thiiUv she should disappoint. She was remark- 
able^, as Miss Kilcorban informed Amanda, for ask- 
ing young people to tLo little matters for her, such 
a9 making her millinery, working r utiles, aprons^ 
and handkerchiefs. 

The tranquillity she enjoyed for two years after 
Sir Geotlr^'s death, was a little interrupted by his, 
nephew's arrival from America^ and commencing a 
suit directly against hcj, by the advice of his friend« 
and some eminent lawyers, 0:1 the supposition that 
the will by which she inherited haJ been made whea 
his uncle was in a slate of imbecility. 

Lady Greystock, however, received but a trifling 

shock 
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tfiock from this r she knetr he had no money t<r 
carry on such an affair, and that his advocate? 
wouFd lose their zeal in hi& cause, ^hen convinced 
6f the state of his finances. On bekig obliged to go 
to London to attend the suit, S immediately oc- 
curred that Amanda would be a most pleasing com- 
l^anion to takie along with her, a» she would not 
only enliven the hours she must sometimes pass at 
fcome, but do a number of little things in the way 
of dress, which would save a' great deal of expence. 

Amanda, on the first proposal of accompanyirg 
her, warmly opposed it r she felt unutterable reluc- 
tance to leaTO her father ; arid assured him she wotild, 
l^y exerting herself^ prove that a change of scene was* 
not requisite for restoring her cheerfulness, Fitzalan' 
lj:new her sincerity in making this promise, biit he 
also knew her inability of performing it. His hap- 
piness, he declared, depehded^ on her complying with 
this request; he even said his own health M'ould prr- 
ittbly be established by ft, as, during her absence, h^ 
"<^5uld partake of the amusements of the country, 
which he had hitherto declined Oft her account. — 
This assertion prevailed on her to consent ; ahd im- 
Biediate preparations were made for her journey^ as 
the invitation had not been given tiH within a few 
days of her Ladyship's intended departure. As she 
went by Holyhead, Fitzalai* determined on sending 
£llen to her parents till Amanda returned from Eng- 
land^ which determination pleased Ellen exceedingly^. 

si 'as- 
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k9 she longed to see her family^ and! tell them par(K» 
€ulars of Chip. 

Ab the htuT approached for quitting h^f father^ 
the regret and reluctance of Amanda increased ; nor 
"were ^18 feelings logs oppresiiTe^ though better con^ 
cealcd : but when the roomettt of partiirg came, they 
could no longer be suppressed — be held her with a 
trembling grasp to his hearty as if life would forsake 
it. On her departure^ the gloom on his mind seemed 
like a presentiment of evil ; he repented forcing het 
from him, and scarcely could he refrain from saying^ 
they must not part. 

Lady Greystock, who, in every scene and etery 
situation,, preserved her composure, hinted to him th0 
injury he was doing his daughter by such emotions f 
and mentioned how short their separation w»uld be^ 
and what benefit would accrue to Amanda from it.- 

This last consideration recalling him to his mind^ 
Instantly composed him, and he handed them to her 
Xadyship's chariot, which was followed by a hired 
chaise, containing her woman and Ellen* He theik 
sighed her a last adieu, returned to his solitary habita* 
tion to pray, and, in spite of all bis efforts, weep for 
his darling child. 

Amanda's tears streamed down her pale cheek $ 
and never did sb^ experience a pang of such sorrow 
as that she felt, when the chaise descending a hill, 
the caught the last glimpse of Castle Carberry. She 
perceived^ however^ that her Ladyship had no relishi 
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for Vig\oo»y companion, aiid therefore cndeayoured! 
tb recoTer her spirits, and enter into conyersatlon. 
Lady Greystock bad a number of friends in that 
part of Ireland) and therefore nerer stopped at an 
inn. <' I always, my dear," said she to Amand.ir 
^ make use of the friendship professed for me^^and 
thus endeflCvour to reader the great road of lifevta 
Bghtful." 

They afrtTed'the third day in Sackviile-stree^ 
where her Ladyship had a house, and two dayr 
tifter embarked for England. They slept the f^e 
aright they landed at Holyhead 9 and the nexf.^ re* 
iMg pursued their journey. J'ted with 

.d gazed on 

.he to the gate 

• * Aerooparfure 

her hesri could 

CHAP. VIL- 'an«^ pensively 

^t^lkh»i which the 
s^ flong, a flower, a namey at bftce teifto* 'ijQ-g* a desolate^ 
Those long connected acenesy when first tL 1 . t th ' 

Th* attention v . 

time to ia« 

The dejection of Ainattda gradually declvht^rcom^ 
idea of seeing Lord Mortimer again revives fears,. 
▼iyed not, bowe-rer, without hopes, fears,- Jo w of 
tations : sometimes she imagined she should fincKeo: 
devoted to Ladjr Euphrasia, then again beiieyed i^- 
honour and sincerity would not allow him to giv: 
her up so suddenly, and that this apparent indiifer- 
#Dce proceeded from resentmeut^ whkk would yanish 

s4 jt 



'^ 



M «HILDIIEK OF THX AJBBET* 

* . * ' 

jf an opportunify once offered (i^ndshe trusted thci^* 
would) for explaining her conduct.^ She endeatoureck 
to calm the emotions these ideas gaTe rise tp, by re- 
flecting that a short time now would most probal^lj 
terminate her suspense,. 

1 .i^y stopped for the night, about five o'rclocfe, a^ 

, ^ u about a mile from Tudor Hall. After din-^ 
coul/' 

; y Amanda informed Ladjr Grejstock she wished^ 
^accompany Ellen to her parents. To this her 
,., idyship made no objection, on finding she did pot 
^ int the carriage: she charged her,, however, nott ta* 
., t the hour of tea, by which time she would be- 
T d C^y * "^P' ^"^ ready to engage her at ft^ 

,. ., -^uet. 

situation^ pn?. - , , 

. . , lit. unattended, as Ellen refused the 

lojarj he was d, ' 

J ^« J 1. carrying her portrtianteau, sayinc 
and mentiened h* -^ ^ ^ ? j © 

and what benefi/^'' '^. ^^^ "^^^ ^^^^' '^^^''*' '^^ ^'^ ^^ 

This last conf^^^^ Mishpd, unobserwd,io~pursue- 

I . ., :Ji she promised herself a^raelancholy 

Xadysbip's cha^"^ reviewing, the well.lUiawn sci^nes^ 

Chaise, coutaif^^^^ ''^^^^^^^*^^"^*~'^ mournful, ,yet 

siffhed hera i/^^ sensation, attends the^ontemplation 

tion to pray'^'^'^ ^'^ ^"^^' enjoyed fi?licity :; dejxirte^ 

his darliD/^''" remembered with an enthusiai^m of ten-*- 

jj^QjgyjWhich sooths the sorrow we exjierience for 

and p^^^' — ^"^*^ were the present fcelmgs of Amaa^ 

^g , w hile Pollen, undisturbed by regrets for the past^ 

fluted out, with pleasure, the dw^ellin'gS'O^her intu 

mates and friends. Yet, when she came to Chip'at 

deserted cottage, she stogped^ and. a tear stol^froio, 



ler eye, accompanied, at the same time, bj a smiley 
irhich seemed to say, *' Though thou art no\v lonely, 
and cheerless, the period is' approaching when com. 
fort and gaiety shall resnme their stations i%ithia 
thee; when' the blaze of thy f»re and thy taper shall' 
not only diffuse cheerfulness within, bat without, and 
give a ray to the desolate Or Benighted traveller, ta 
guide him to thy hospitable shelter.''^ 

Amanda^ leaning on Ellen ^s arm, proceeded slowly 
in her wallus The evening was delightful ; the blue 
▼ault of Heareu was spangled with, slars, and the 
air, without being seyerely cold^ was clear and re* 
freshictgi Their road, on one side, was skirted wUb 
the high woods of Tudot* UalK Amanda gazed on 
them, with emotion ; but when she came to the gate 
which Lor4 Mortimer had opened for her departure 
at their first interview, the softness of her heart could 
BO longer be resisted — she stopped, leaned pensively 
upon it, and wept. The etergrfien«-wttfeiv»hich the- 
woods abounded prevented theit'Weariega desolate 
^ppekrance : she wished to have pierced into their 
mdst sequeUered gloom ^ but she had n:e time to in-* 
dalge this wisii.; nor did sbe in(leed.believe'her-com<«^ 
panton, who'.wtis ttnctdved^ witb^ superstitious fears,. 
wouU hare aC(5ompanii6d h^vi ^^ .When theglpw of< 
iregetotioB.ageiit r&yiTea^Tsaldshe to hepsi^tf, S^.wheo: 
the blossams and the flowers Again spread, ttieif 
ffpangled foliage to^ihesi^n, and ever^fihade re^euode^ 
with iiarro ony^ where,, alas! will Amanthi be? — fkr' 
Aiataot^ m ail' probability, from thiMPe deli^itfvli 

£& acenes^, 
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scenes^ perhaps neglected and forgotten by tlieif 
master.' ' 

The awful murmurs of the wind rnstUng through 
the trees, joined to the solemn soirnd of a neighboar« 
Ing waterfall, began to excite fears in Ellen's breast; 
she laid her trembling hand on Amanda, and besought 
her, for the love of Cot, to hasten to the cottage.-r- 
The road still wound round the woodland lights from 
a small village, which lay On its borders, cast various 
shadows upon the treei ; whilst the hum of distant 
Toices floated upon the gale^ and fancy pictured joy« 
ous groups of rustics assembling round their tires, to 
enjoy refreshment after the labours of the day. — > 
•^ Peaceful people I" said Amanda ; ^^ when ih9 
wants of nature are satisfied, no care or trouble ob^ 
trudes upon your minds: ttred, but not exhausted 
with the toils of the day, with preparing the bosom 
of the earth for the etherial mildness of the spring, 
you si?ek and enjoy a calm repose,'* 

In the lane which led to her nurse's cottage^ 
Amanda paused for a motneitt t down this lane Lord 
Mortimer had once pvnmed hep» She looked to-^ 
wards the inansftMi of Tudor Hall^ she endeavoured 
to discern the Ftbrary ; but all was dark and dismal, 
*«xcept the wing whith Ellen infomed her was occu« 
pied by the domesttcs.-^^Througfr the window of 
Edwin's cottage, they saw all the famHy seated ronnd 
a blazing fire, chatting and laughing. The transport 
•f Eilen'i^ heart overcame every idea of caution-; she 
bastily unlatdked the door, and flung herself into her 

parenta^ 



parents^ arms. Their sarprise and joy were vn. 
bonnded ; and Amanda was receired and welcomed 
with as much tenderness as their child, without ever, 
asking the reason of her sudden appearance. The 
first question was, would she not staj with them ? 
and her answer filled them with regret and disap* 
poinhnent. Peroeiving them about procuring her 
refreshm^its, she declared she had not a minute to 
stay ; the time allotted for her walk was already ex. 
ceeded, and she^ feared Lady Greyetoek wotild bv* 
offended at being left so long at an inn by herself : 
she therefore hastily presented some little presents 
Ae had brought for the family^ and was bidding 
Aem farewell; when poor Ellen, who, from so long 
Fesiding with her young lady, ahnost adored her^ 
suddenly flung herself int» he* arms, and clinging 
round her neck, as i(to prevent a separation which, 
till the moment oi Ha arriral, «be thought she could 
ha,re supported, exelaimedh*^^^ Ob, my tear young 
la ty I we are going to part, and my heart sinks with* 
IB me at the idea ; even Chip himself, if he was here, 
'Could not console mei I know you are not happy, 
and that increases my sorrow : your sweet cheek is 
pale ; and I have often seen you cry, when you . 
thought nopoty was minding you. If you, who are 
«ogoot, are not happy^ how can a^ peing like n^e- 
hope to pe^so? Oh, may I soon pe plest with seeing 
you return the mistress of Tudor Hall, married to 
the sweetest, handsomest of noblemen, who I know 
IB my soul lores you ! as well inteed be may, for . 
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"iphere would he see tlife fellow of my young laty ?* 
Then Chip and I will pe so happy ; for I am snt&i 
yoa and my Lort will shelter our hitmble cottage," 

Amanda pressed the affectionate, gif 1 to her breast^, 
and mingled tears with hersy while she softly whis«> 
pered to her not to hint at such an' e?ent : ^'- luit be; 
assured, my dearest £llen,V oooHauedt sh^, f^ that L 
shall ever rejoice at youp feKoity^ w4iich, to the ut«r 
most of my power, I would promote^ and kope sooa> 
to hear of your-uoion with Chip." — ^^ Alack#.a.tay i''** 
eaid her »nr«c, ^^ are yoa<^ going, away, when K» 
thought you had^come to stay among: us ? aaid then« 
perhapft my. Lort^ would have comey and then there- 
won Yd hare pcea' such a happy meeting.!. < Why, B 
verily thought he would have^ gone distracted whem 
he found you,, as one may say, run away<; and, to* 
pe sure^ I did pity him ^. and should have ;made no* 
scruple to tell him where yoitwefe,. had I known it^ 
myself, which he suspected^ for he offered me a sight' 
of money if I woulddiseoY^x* Thei> there isParsom 
Howell— *wh^, he^ has peen like unto nothing put tt*. 
ghost since you went away ;. andlie-d^es so' sigh-^ 
and he comes almost etP^ry tay to ask me apout y 00,^1 
and whether! think or knoW Ldrd'Mortimer is with^ 
you. He will pe in such grief, to think you were^ 
litere without his seeing you*," — '^ WellJ" said Aman.'« 
da^ endearouring to appear cheeeful, ** we may all' 
yet have a.happy. meeting." 

She then repeated her farewell, and^ leaning on the^^ 
q£ oldJSdwin^ retuuied to th$ ion^ where sho*^ 
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ti^ih badi8 himadi^u ; and hwiBvidg io- Ji^t Lady^ 
vhipy found her jo^ awaking front a* comfortable^ 
sinmber. They dratrk- tea :. and after plAy.iiig for 
ojboat atr Ii^iir at pfqiret^r retired toe rest^ : Amanda^ 
who enjoyed batlitli^ ]iepos«, - ro^ti early in- tJi& 
iBOvning,. and finding tier' Lady sbtp; tkot qiiite.ready^ 

wentdbwn^to the court tt).\ralJk.-a^^<A]t^-tiU fihe^w^V 
where,, to her great surprise, the first-object ph? ppr»;^ 

oeiTed'was Howeil, leani0g'pe<^stTeiy'agai^^ ag^te- 
QppoHte the hou^e^ Ifeflew over^.aad. caching hec 
liand, exclaimed,. ^^ You. are surprised, but, I trii»t|^ 
not displeased : I coifld not resist sncli an opportiH- 
iti ty of seefng-yon- onceniore, after ailT hhvvi^-wi'^ 
ftred from yoar preerpiiate jovxn^, and tJt^pr^ba^ 
QiHty of nerer mbr^ beholding y6ii« I haref Ooem 
watching* here in. etpectatibn of thk happiriess, shiiMr 
the first dawn of day. *'-^—^ I am sorry,'* saidTAman*^ 
A, grawly, *^ your time wa« so iH 'em plowed. "—— 
** HoW'Coidly ybti- speak !" cried be : . ^' Ah ! couidr 
yoH'readmy heart, you w^oiiIH see'so»Httleprcsump-»- 
ttoi» in it, that you would,- 1 am confident, pity^ 
Aough yon could not reiiere its feelings, fiveryr 
spot you lored^ to frequent,' I hare hanoted^sitice^ 
youp departure : your mother's gravehas* often beea* 
the scene of pen^ire meditatieiT;inar ha» ii wanted^ 
its-Ternal otiering — the loreMest flowenB of my.gar<^ 
den- 1 have- wo^ into wreaths-, andh-uaij^. thein ovesr 
iiy in fdndiremerobnrnce of her angel daughter." 

The- plaiotftte sound* oiKo>weU's Toice, the deject 
tioB of- bi» countenanee^^ excited the softest feeULgar. 
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«f seosibiUty in Amanda's bosom; but she grew cOn*' 
fused by the tenderness of bis expressions^ and say« . 
ing'Sbe was happy to see him| tried to disengage her 
band, that she might retire.-*-^^ Sarely,'' said be^ 
ftill detaining it, ^^ yon might grant me a few mo* 
ments without reluctance, yon who are going to en* 
joy every happiness and pleasure, going to meet tke^ 
fkroured ■ « ■ • * * 

Amanda anticipated the name he was abont ntter* 
ing, and her confusion redoubled. She attempted' 
again, yet in rain, to withdraw her hand, and turned 
to see. whether any one was observing them. How 
great was ber mortification, on pereeiving Lady? 
Greystook leaoiog from a window exactly over their 
beads} She smiled significantly at Amanda, on being. 
seen ; and the carriage being ready, said she would' 
attend her below stairs. Howell now relinquished 
Amanda's hand : he saw she looked displeased ; and 
expressed such sorrow, accompanied with sach snb»- 
snissive apologies for offending her, that ahe could 
not avoid according him her pardon. He handed 
both ber and Lady Grey stock into the carriage, and 
looked a melancholy adieu as it drove off. 

^' Upon my word, a pretty smart young fellow !'* 
said Lady Grey stock ; <^ though impatieni this long, 
time to set out, I could not think of interrupting the 
interesting /i^/e.d^^/<0 1 saw between yoiiaad him. I. 
suppose you have been a resident in this part of the. 
country before, from your seeming to kaow thia 
iendav swain so well i'^ 

Amanda 
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Ain»iida wished to aroid acknowledging^ this : if 
known, she feared it would lead to a discoverj, or 
at least excite a suspicion of her intimacy with Lord 
Mortimer, which she was desirous of concealing^ 
while in this uncertainty concerning him. '* Your 
Ladyship has heard, I belieTe," replied she, ^^ that 
Ellen's mother nursed me?" — "Yes, my dear," an* 
twered her Ladyship with some smartness; " bat if 
your acquaintance eren commenced with this youth* 
in infancy, I fancy it has been renewed since that 
period ?" 

Amanda blushed deeply, and, ta hide her eonfu- 
aion, pretended to be looking at the prospect from 
the window. Lady Greystock*s eyes pursued hersi> 
Tudor Hall was cousptcuoos from the road, and 
Amanda iuToluntarily Sighed as she tiewed it.— «> 
^' That is a fine domain," said Lady Greystocfc ; 
^^ I presume you have visited it, and know its 
owner V* 

Aoisuida could notassert a falsehood, neither could 
she evade the inquiries of Lady Grey stock, and there* 
fore not only confessed its being the estate of Lord- 
Mortimer, but he^ own residence near it the preeed« 
ing summer. Iler ladyship immediately conjectured 
it was then the attachment between her and Lord 
Mortimer had commenced ^ and the blushes, the he* 
sitation, and the unwillingness of Amanda in owning 
her Tisit to Wales, all confirmed this conjecture. She 
tried, howerer, to insinuate herself into her full con* 
fideuce, by warm expressions of esteem^ and by hint* 
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Sig^,* tfiat from the dSspositton of Lord MorfTmer, slie* 
eould not belicrche ever did, or ever would- think- 
serioasTj of Lady Euphraai»; This, she- hoped, 
would either induce or betray Amandft to o|)en her 
irhole h^art r but she was disappointed. She fla^t.^ 
tered lierself,. howerer, with thinking she had disco* 
▼ered enougii to satisfy the Merchianess,. who, if 
dtsplea«ed'(as Lady Greys took fevired sEe.woiild) ut 
seeiog Aihanda her compank>B, she intended inform-^ 
kigy tha^ ¥it%9iskTt had abse3.ulefy fotc^ her under, 
l^er protection^' 

They arrired late in tile evening df the- third day 
sst PJalUMaU,.. whiere bei^ Ladyship's- ag^nt had pre^ 
tiousty taken lodgings for them. 

fljady Greystf^ck, though immersed in business 
against tfie approaching trial, neglected no means of 
aftnusement;- and the day after her arriral, sent a*- 
eard of inquiry to the Rosline family, as the' mosf 
•ligibfe nrode- of informing them of it. — ^The next". 
]!!toml:ng«, as she expected, she received a visit from^ 
themw Amanda was sitting in the window,- when.' 
the ^rria^e drove up to- Ihe door:, she instantlj^ 
arose and left the room, determined neither to ex«- 
|iose hersel>f« to their impertinence, nor. appear soH^ 
i&boui for their notice, by « staying in their company 
nmhvited; Lady Greystodk-soon inforoi^dthem'df^ 
ilm»fida''s!havin^g accompanied her to- London; and' 
^ey, as she expected, ex {) rested botfo^ Siirprxae Aiadh 
displeasure at it. As she had settled in heri owm 
Biad, 8li«ir thece£fu*e tokl them, that Fitasalaii ha:cii^ 
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flfjl^ed htr to take his daughter under his care, with 
entfeati€s she could not rcsisty-entreaties, she added^,. 
ivith a significant look, she beltevod he had good 
season for making. She then related all she sus- 
pected, or rather had discovered, relative to the at« 
tacbment between I«oid Mortimer and Amanda harm- 
ing C4nnmenoed the pre^ding summer, in Wales. 

The J^archioness and Lady Euphrasia instantly 
concluded she was sent to London for the purpose 
of haying it completed by a marriage: this, howcTcr,, 
they determined to prevent* The Marchioness felfc 
fte roost inveterate hatred against her ; and also that^ 
to prevent their b^iog advantiigeously settled, even if. 
that settlement threatened not ito iuterfere with th^r 
otne sho^ had proj^eclcd for her daughter, she couJd; 
undertake almost any project. Though she abhorred 
t^e thought of noticing her, yet she was tempted now 
to do SO) from, tins idea that it would better enabl/9^ 
ber to watch hei! aetione. Thi^ she communicated 
m a hasty whisper to Lady Eupbrasia, who approv- 
ing it, she told I.<ady Grey stock, as Miss Fitzalan. 
was her guest, she would,, on that account, permit 
her to be introduced ti» them. Amanda was accord- 
ingly sent for. ©n entering the room, Lady Grey- 
stock took^her hand^ and presented her to the Mar-, 
chioness and Lady Euphrasia, The formet^ half 
nsing, with a coldness she could not conquer, said, 
ifhenever L^dy Grey stock honoured her with » 
visit, she should be happy to see Miss Fitzalao along, 
nitkher*. The latter only noticed hec by^ a slight 

how i 



66 CmL»Rl:K op THE ABlrtY* 

1)0 w ; and when Amanda drew a chair near the softP 
en which she sat, or rather reclined 3^ she continued' 
staring in her face^ and alternately hnmmingan Ita- 
lian air and caressing a little dog she had brought' 
with her. The unembarrassed elegance of Aroanda't" 
air and manner surprised and mortified them, as thejr 
expected to have seen her covered with confaslonr 
at an introduction so unexpected : to their haughtjr- 
iM)uls, nothing was more delightful than the awe and- 
deference which vnlgar and illiberal minds are so apt 
to pay to rank and fortune : they- were provoked 
to see, in Amanda, conscious dignity^ instead- of* 
trembling diffidence. As she sat by Lady Euphrasia^' 
the Marchioness could not help secretly confessing^ 
she was a dangerous rival to her daughter ; for neyef 
did her lovely features and ingenuous countenance* 
appear to such advantage as when contrasted witbf 
Lady Euphrasia' s. The Marchioness withdrew sooii' 
after her entrance, unable longer to restrain the ma* 
lignant passions which envy had excited. 

Both she and Lady Euphrasia were convince4' 
that, to communicate their suspicions at present to 
Lord Cherbury about her and his son, would not' 
answer the end proposed : for it could be of little^ 
consequence, they reflected, to withdraw the esteem 
of the father, if that of the sod continued, who, in*' 
dependent iu his notions, and certain of the fortune! 
of his ancestors, might not hesitate to gratify him-' 
eelf. The point therefore wa«, by some deepi.laid^ 
fcheme^ to ruin Amaada in the estimation of Lord 

Mortimer j^ 
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Vfbrtimer; and, if in the power of morials to con. 
trWe and exf cnte such a scheme, the/ gave tiiera- 
BeWes credit for being abJe to effect it. Tiie blow H 
her fond hopes they resolved should be followed by 
one against the peace of Fitzalan, on whom they 
knew, whenever they pleased, they could draw the 
resentment of Lord Cherbury. Thus should they 
completely triumph over the lovely Amanda, plonge 
two beings they detested iuto poverty and wretched* 
Bess, destroy expectations which interfered with their 
own, and secure an alliance with a man they had' 
long wished united to their family. 

From the unaltered indifference of Lord Mortimef 
to Lady Euphrasia, they were convinced of his pre« 
dilection for another, flattering themselves that no* 
thing but a prior attachment could have made him 
insensible to the attractions of ber Ladyshtp^ To 
render the object of this attachment c^ntemplible in 
bis sight, they believed, would produce the transfer 
of affections they had so long desired. The haughty 
toul of Lady Euphrasia would never have permitted 
her to think of accepting Lord Mortimer (after his 
Beglect of her), but by the opportunity she should 
have, by such an acceptance, of triumphing over 
Amanda : from this idea, she entered warmly into 
alljier mother's plans. 

Lord Cherbury had never yet spoken explicitly to 
kis son, concerning the union he had projected for 
kirn: ke often^ indeed^ dropped bints about ity which 

k# 
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he always fouTid either nogiccted, or pnrposely Ttiifw- 
Bnderstood; and, from thosp cipcnnTStnncfs, was- 
pretty sonsiblo of the disinclination l^ord Mortimer 
felt to his wishes. He knew he entertained Mgh no- 
tions of the indep^dance which a rational mind has- 
a right to maintain ; uid thaf, in an affaif of such' 
consequence as Mortimer freq.uently said he const* 
dered a matrimonial connexion to be, he wonld nei- 
ther be controlled by the o^|)inion of others, or 
merely allured by the adrantagos of fortune. To 
avoid a. disagreeable argument with a son he not 
only loved but respected, he sought rather, by in* 
direct ni^ans, to involve him in an entanglement with 
the RosIIne family, than come to an open explana* 
tiofi with him. For this purpose he contrived par- 
ties, as oftf-n as possible, with them in public ; vrhere', 
by Lord Mortimer's being seen with Lady Euphra* 
sia, reports might be raised of an intended alliance 
between them — reports which he himself propagated 
a:mong some particular friends,- with a de»ire of hav* 
ing them circulated, but an injunction of secresy as 
to their author. Those reports would, he trusted, 
on reaching Lord Mortimer, lead to {t discussion of 
tiie affair: and then he meant to say, as Lord Mor* 
timer had partly contributed to raise them himself^ 
by his attendance on Lady Euphrasia, he could ivot 
possibly, wHh honour, recede from realizing tbem* 
Yet often did his Lordship fear his scheme would 
l^roi^a abortive^ for bo weli knew the oool judgment: 

and 



•mncl Iceen penetration of his sod ; this fear alwayi 
Inspired him with horror ; for he had a motive for 
-desiring their untoii whrch he durst not avow. 

Lord Mortimer quickly indeed discerned what hit 

father's tIcws were in promotiog h'n attendance oa 

Xiady Euphrasia ; he therefore avoided her society, 

whf'ni^Ter it was possible to do. so without absolute 

rudeness, and contradicted the reports he alnio^l 

>€ontiiiually heard of an intended alliance betweeA 

4beni, in the most solemn manner.- 11« had always 

disliked her ; but latterly. that dtiiliice was converted 

into hatred) from the maievolfiacQ of her conduct 

towards Amanda: and he felt that, eirtn'-were hie 

heart free, he never could devote it to her, or. give 

his hand where it must be unaccompanied' wit^ 

esteem* tie wished to avoid a disagreeable conver* 

«itIoit with Lord Cherbory ; and fiattrred hlmsett 

Ids unaltered 4iidi^reoce. tu her I^dyhhip. would at« 

length xonv4uoe hib Lordship of tlie impossibility qf^ 

accomplishing his projected scheme, and that conse-4 

quently it would be dropped ,ere openly avowed,. 

and he savfd the painful necessity of absolutely re«» 

jecting a prOjDOsal of his father^s, 

Li the evening, Lady Greystock and Anmuda re* 
ceived cards for dinner the next day« at the Marquis . 
of Ro& Line's. Amand^ made, no objection to this^ 
'iQvitation : he^ .fathejr had often declared, iC the. 
Marchioness made an overture for an intunai;^^ with 
h}s childfeo, h^ would apt jejectit, as he always 

deemed 
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<leemed family quarreis highly prejudicial io both 
parties, with regard to the opinion of the worid ; 
besides, had she objected to it, she should either 
haye been a restraint on Lady Grey stock, or left to 
total solitude; and the idea also stole upon her 
mind, that she should lose a chance of seeing Lord 
Mortimer, whom she supposed a frequent guest of 
the Marquis's^ Her heart fluttered at the idea of 
ffoon beholding him ; and the bright glow of aninuu 
tion which overspread her countenance in conse« 
quence of this idea, attv^cted the observation of 
Lady Greystock, who congratulated her on the al- 
teration that was ali^eady Visible in her looks ; and 
inferred from thence, that she was ao well recorered 
of her fatigue, as to be able to contrive a little 
trimming for her against the next day. This Amandi^ 
cheerfully undertook ; and hariog a quick exccn* 
tion, as well as an elegant taste, soon made progress 
in it which delighted ^er I^dy«hip, who, to divert 
her whilst she worked, related some of the many 
entertaining aneedotes with which her memory wai 
•tored. ^• 

Though Amanda submitted her beai^i^ul hair to 
the hands of RfirisseuTj she departed not from th«| 
elegant simplicity always conspicuous in her dress«^ 
her little ornaments were all arranged with taste^ 
and an anxious wish of appearing to advantage t s<| 
lovely indeed did she appear to Lady Grey stocky 
that her Ladyship began seriously to fear she should 

not 
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-^ot be forgiven by the Marchioness or Lady Eu« 
.phrasia, for having introduced such an object to 
their parties. 

About six they reached Portman-square, and 
found a large party assembled in the drawing-room« 
After the first compliments were oyer, and Amanda 
introduced to the Marquis, not indeed as a near re* 
lation, but an utter stranger, a gentleman stepped 
lip to the Marchioness, and addressing her in a low 
Toice, was immediately presented by her to Amanda^ 
as the Earl of Cherbury. — ^' My dear young lady,** 
caid he, ^^ allow me to express the pleasure I feel at 
seeing the daughter of my worthy friend, Mr. Fitz* 
alan ; allow me also to increinse that pleasure," con* 
tinued he, taking her hand, and leading her to a very 
loTely girl, who sat at some distance, <^ by present- 
Ing Miss Fitzalan to Lady Araminta Dormer, and 
desiring their friendship for each other," 

Surprised, confused, j^t delighted by notice so 
little expected, the heart of Amanda heaved with 
emotion ; her cheeks mantled with blpshes, and the 
tear of sensibility trembled in her eye. She was not, 
boweTer, so embarrassed as to be incapable iof exm 
pres&ing her acknowledgments io Jiis Lordship for 
his attention, and also to assure him, she had early 
been taught, and sensibly felt, the claims he had 
npon her gratitude 9Ad inspect. He bowed, as if to 
prevent a further mention of obligations, and left 
lief seated by his daughter, who had expressed her 
j)leasure at being introduced to her| not in the su« 

perciUout 
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percilions style of Ladj Euphrasia, bat in the stfeet 
ii'ccrnts of affability and tenderness. 

The conduct of Lord Cherbury hafd drawn afl 
'iyes Upon Amanda ; and the Marchioness and Lady 
Kuphrasia regarded her wlfTi peculiar malignancy. 
The idoa, however, that they could, whenever they 
pToa-^d, deprive her of his notice, a little lessened 
the jValousy and mortification it had excited. 

^* Pray, who is this little creature," t'xclaimei 

IMiss Malcolm (who was a relation of the Marquis*s, 

aiKJ, from beiflg' extremely ugly, extremely rrch, and 

extrc^me!y ill-natured, was an immense favoarite of 

Lady Etiphi'asia'k), ** that puts one in mind of a 

country miss oh her first appearance at' a country 

a'sscmbly, blushing and trembling at cTery eye she 

morts ?" — ** Some kind of a far-off relation of my 

m other 's,*^' replied Lady Euphrasia, " whom that 

old dowager,' ILadj (afreystock, picked up in the 

■^nds of Ireland, and has absdlutely forced her upoa 

our notice ; tlrotig'h I assure yon, from compassion, 

"wre should hair^ iaken the poor creature long ag» 

under our protBction, but from the shocking cotu 

duct of her family to the Marchioness, and the 

symptoms she has already betrayed of following 

their example. It \s really ridiculous sending her to 

London : I dare say her silly old fa'fher has exhaust- 

-ed ell his ways and means in trying to' render her 

decent ; comforting himselif no doubt with the hope 

of her entrapping some young fool of quality, wh» 

may supply his w^aiits as well as hers." — ^' Aye, t 

suppose 



littppc^s'(« all the stork in tl^e farm was sold to dresr 
^r otif," cHed'yOflfl^ Ff^eloVe, a Ihtle trifling fop, . 
Wllb^fean^tf on Ifhfe liacS: of Her Ladyship's cbair. 
fl'ift -W^ a trttrd of Lortf €ll'erbi*ry^s, and his fortune 
«c6n^er1tbie^ but Na*il^ htad not been qiii€e t£ 
bount«Oiu^ to hfta ^ tb^ Mint goddess — both fai«' 
mind'aifd' p^'son' yf^ife eiR^ibiltfttte to a degtrce of in* 
-signiflcatite. AllheaiiAdi at warfbeinga man of 
Ittshiotf r tiis'tnraitliers'^ like 4ii^ dress, were therefore 
^gulat^ bj^ it ; atidhe ti^tet attempted tiy approre 
•df amy i^rs^', or any (Jreatai^, till assured they were 
'quit^ tlie ton; HE: had d&n(ied attendance for some 
time* on -Lady Efipfttasia^ aud'she encouraged his as- 
^dulties, M- hi6p«s cfP effectitig a change in Lord 
JStortiiwe?*^* ifta^rter; bttt, had liis Lordship ^\v(i% 
tieen a" pttsiii^atie' teri'i', poof Freelo^ie was not cali^ 
-ctrlateft to inspire him with jeak)usy. " I declare,'* 
Hi^ontinned Ire, surveying A round a through aii opera* 
^lass wWclr'daTigledffryrtihis bhttoh.hole, "if her 
^theflms notliing^ to' support hite blit the hope of 
'her making a doiftjuiei^t t^ importance, he will be in 
« sad wajT'^Yot-, 'pon my bouI^ I can seie nothing the^ 
^rl h«sr te Tei?6nime'n€'h^r extpept novelty, and that, 
you'ktfo^v•, is a'*cftei*in w^il^h i^ll lessen erery day. 
All ^sf^ cau possiMy expect is an establishment for 
» f&w'mocrths^with some tiistel^s* being, wlio may 
Ukcf thfe^lnspridty of her coiintry' look." — " And 
inorts thati she merifs^" extlaimed Miss Malcolm : 
" I have' ub' patience with such creatures forcing 
<Jicm*t*lHte^ itftd^^ society' quite abore thcm."-=-" I 
Vol. II. IT asfore 
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assure you," said Lady Eaphrasia, ^^ you Wi»ul4 bo 
astonished at her vauity and conceit, .if you knew 

•her : shecoasiders herself a first-rate beauty, thoug^i 
.{positively any one^may see she is quite the reTerse ; 
and pretends -to the greatest gentleness and simpli- 
city. Then -she has made >«onie sk'ange kind of 
people (to be sui:e they mn^t ba)4)elieve she is. ac- 
cpmplish^d.; thovgh, I dare^%y, . ifs^c can- read to- 
lerably, and scrawl out a decent le tier ,. 'tis the ut- 
most she can do." — '^ We. will quiz her after dinner 

.about her accomplishments," said Freelore, ^^ and 
have a little fun with her.'* — ^' Ay^, do," cried Miss 
Malcolm. — -'' We will ask her to play andsingy" 
said her iLadyship; " for, I assure you, she pre- 
tends to excel in both..; though, from her father's 
poverty, I am certain she can kn^w little of either* 
I shall enjoy her confusion, of all things, when her 

"ignorance is detected," ,. ' 

AVbilfit this conTersatioo was passing, Amanda,, in 
conrersing with Lady Araminta,! experieiM:ed the 
purest pleasure: her Ladys^iij^ was the >^ softened 

•image" of Lord Mortimer ; her voice was modulated 
to the same harmony as his ; and Amanda gazed and 

'listened with rapture^ On her confusion abating, 

^er ej:e had wandered round , the room in quest of 

/his Lordship; but.he was not in it» At every stir 
Bear the door, bcr Jieart fluttered at the idea of see- 
ing him; nor was thifi idea relinquished till sum- 
moned to dinaer. She fortunately procured a seat 
next JLady Aramlnta, which prcTented her thinking 

the 



1\\^ tlm^ spent at dinner tedious. In the e^eniBg the 
rooms ivere. crowded with compkny, but Lovd Mor- 
timer appeared ^il o t ^among the briil ian t assembly i 
yet the pang of 'dasappointnent was softened io 
Amanda, by' his absence: intimating that he was not 
anxious for the s<K»ety of Lady Euphrasia : true, 
l)usiness, or a prior engagement, niigkt 'hare -pre- 
vented {lis coming; but sbts, as is natural^ fixed on 
the idea most flattering to herseff. . 

Lady Eaphrasia, iu ^purstianee of the plan laid 
against Amanda, Xod the way to the music.room, at- 
tended by a large party, ^s^Fr eelove' had intimated 
to SrOtme'tof the 4jea\ix and belles, her Ladyship and 
he were goings to quiz an ignorant Irish country girl. 
■Lady Euphrasia sat down to the ^harpsichord, »that 
she might haye a better prefext for -asking Amanda 
to play. Freelo?e seated himself by the latter, and 
began a convxjwation which he thought would efTec- 
toally emban^ss hej:^^ but it had quite a contrai^y 
effect, readeriag him so extremely ridiculous, -as to* 
''exctte-an universal iaugh at his expence. " 

Amanda s«oji perceived his tfitention in addressfng^ 
her, and also that .I^dy Eiiphrasia and Miss Mai. 
colmi wiere privy to it, having i»ufeht the significant 
Iook« ^^hich passed 4imoiig : them. Though trem. 
blingly arwe to every Reeling of Tnodesty, 4e had 
too much-sense and real noMeness of soul to allow 
the illiberal sallies t)f impertinence to direst her of 
composvre; - 

*^ Have yon^een any ©f the cariositiesof London, 

T^ my 
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w(p ikAr^' extlaimed Eradove, bolMiig tock fti htf 
<]iafl^ and eonteinpli^tiiig the luUm «f hrabuckles^ 
tmtdoactou&of (ieridicute he exditod.--^^ I thhik 1 
^T^," fiiidt Amanda^ sotncNirbaitarchiy, and ghiBciog 
athiaif ^ quite an.origiiiiil imits kiadl'' Her look^ 
«s vieli «8tthe emphaab on her wondsj excited aoi^ 
■Qther laugh at his axpence, which threw him into a 
momeotaf jr confasbn. — ^^ I think," said he, aa h« 
•irecoyercd from ity ^^ the Monament and the Towet 
woald be pnodigtons fine si|^t» to you j and I- make 
it a^ panticnlar re^aett, that I may be iocliided in 
jsoiia* party whenever yeu-Tisit them, particularljr 
4he. l|ist plaoe/'**-^^ And why," replied- Amanda^ 
^^shoiiid I take thfr traubie of Tisiting wild* beasts, 
-when every di^ Brai^ aae animals equally akapge, 
^nd not half ao^nRScfaierous ?^'— ^FveeloTe, iufienaibltf 
as he was,, ^ouh} not mistake the meaning of Amao^ 
rda's wonis ^ and he left her with a mtNrtified air, be« 
ing, to>use his own phrslse, ^ completely done up.^' ' 
Lady finphrasia.now r&ing from the harpsichord j 
requested Amanda t« take her place at it, saying,* 
^ith aa ironical air, her performance, which indeed 
was shocking, would make hens appear toamaxing- 
.advantage. Diffident of her o^n^ abilities, Amanda 
begged to be. 'excused; b«it when Miss Malcolm,- 
larith au'eaxtiestneBS even. oppre^siTe, jblned har en«.> 
'treaties to Lady Euphraskf s, she coold no longed 
^^fjuse* — ^^ 1 avppose^^' said her Ladyship, follows 
log her to the instrument, ^^ these songs,.^' pre^atw 
ing some: tfciftirigi onei^. ^ wftl aatweryou better thau 

the 
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iSw ItsAi^B -muwc 'b«f»re yoti?"— Afaaiiila i»t4e s« 
reply, b»i tunved^oierifke leai<e« of tiie bobk, tok 
les«on 9iuck m^Q 4i(8BM0^t "tfi** tHaf; iMiy fiiiphh»ta 
}|ad played. {Ic^r 4«^|^ M fir»t. vfis treoMilons iiad, 
wea^k ; iiiit^she w^ t^o ^ojscejyt^ble o(ihe po^i^erB ef 
harmony, |mI«q0b to be lup^qd bjr H ; and griMfal* 

. lUly b^E ^t^le becan£ ^sq tnaster^jr ai^ ekgairt^ ^a/s t# 
exicite imirersal adjnlrtUioq, e;i^c«pi in the b<MK>iBQt.#f 
those who had hoped io .place. hw in a ludicroiH. €ir 
tuatioo : their iqvidtpug^ Jche^lf?, ia^tead .of depr^s- 
iDgi had onljr ser¥«d to jesder ^rxcellence coiKpiou*^ 
oagj aod thtU jiiiMtifi€»ti(A'4hQ^ 4l4»ltil|ed 1^ a«i« 
p^heiT fell upofi thooAielveg. >.{.,. 

, W hea the iesson was coi^oludf^d, €o»^ ^^en Oafkien^ 
|rho eithc^r w^re^or preloaded to be, miiaieiil oov? 
notsaeurs^ entreated hor to skig. ^e choiea pkki^ 
tiTe Italian air; aad the ox^awite taftto «njd -^weet* 
fiess with ' which /shej^iH^g^ -fqaoily asfiOHish^d and 
delighted^: jNor wa»adipira.tioa Gonfined to (he ^tte* 
fomi^shjp^nt« jihe >dMp^jed : the soft irapres^ioB of 
^(^r opunieoftnce, ^hich se«^(^daocotrduig to the harw^ 
•saoaioas soiuida that issaed from heir Itps^ was Yiew* 
kd with pkasare^ and ^raided wHh anergy ; and she 
rose from the harpsichord coyered with .bla^es^ 
from the applause whteh -slole larotind her» The 
gentl^iaefi giithered round Lady Eaphr^iay to en* 
%a«re wfaii the beaatifal atrbttger was; ai&d.she.gaYO 
them pretty much the «aQD^ a«eMii^ she had alread|i 
done to Miss Maleolm. 
Tho rage and disappointm^iit of tet yoang ladji 

¥3 aac^ 
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and her Lftdjship could scarcely be concealed". — '^X 
declare I. never knew any thing* so monstrously ab^. 
«ard," exclaiibed Lady Euphrasia, *^tL»io let a girl 
to her situation letirn such tbtngs'f except^ indeedj 
It was to. qualify her for a goTerness^ or an opera. 
«lnger%'' — " Aycj Psuippose," said Miss Malcolm,. 
** we -shall soon hear her 'qttfyermg arvray tut one of 
die theatres; fbr nop^rson' of fashion wbuffl really 
•ntr«9t her chirdrerito ^o doiifitfent a'creainre.^' 
- The fair oBjiect -oflheH- disquietnde gladly accomi- 
panied Lady Araminta into another rboni ; severar 
gentlemen followed, a»d crowded -about her chair^ 
offering that adulatiop which they 'were accustomed . 
to find' aoceptable' at the shrine of Beauty. To* 
Amanda, however, it was irksome, not only fVoi!i> 
itf> absurd extravagance, but- as i't interrnpted her 
conversation with Lady Araniinta.' The Marchioness;, 
however, who critically watched hdr motions, soon 
reMeved her fVom the troublesome assiduities of ihe 
beaux, by placing them at card.tables ; not indeed, 
from any good.na^tured motive, but she could' not 
bear that Amanda should have so much attentroif 
paid her, and flattered herself she would he vexed by 
losing It ' 

In the course of conversation, Lady Araminta 
mentioned Ireland r she had a faint remembrance of 
Castle Carberry, she said, and had been half tempted 
to accompany the MarquiS'and his family in their 
late excursion ; her brother, she added^ had^ almost 
made her promise tp visit the Castle with.hlm^ the 

ensuing. 
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ensuing snmmer. ^' You have seen Lord Mortimer, 
tX) be sure r" continued her Ladyship. — ^' Ye«|Ma-- 
dam," faltered Amanda, while her face was oyera* 
spread with a crimson hue. 

Her Ladyship was too pcnetratrng not to perceive 
her confusion, afnd'it gave rise to ar conjecture of 
'som^^hing more tlbn a slfght acquaintance being be- 
tween His Lordi^hip and Amanda. The melancholj> 
ite bad betrayed on his return ffom Ireland, had exw 
cited the raillery of her Ladyship, till convinced, bj 
the discomposure he shewed whenever she attempted 
to inquire into the occasion of it, that it proceeded 
from a source truly interesting to bis feelings. She 
knew of the alliance her father had projected for 
him with the RbsKne family — ar prbject she never 
approved of, for Lady Euphrasia was truly dis-. 
agreeable to her ; and a ISoul like Mortimer's, tender, 
liberal, and sincere, she knew could never ezperi« 
ence the sn^Uest degree of happiness with a being so 
tmcongeniai'in ever)& respect as^ was Lady Euphrasia 
to him. S^he loved her brother with the truest ten* 
derness, and secretly believed he was attached ia 
Ireland : she wished to gain his confidence, yet would 
not solicit it, because she knew she had it not in 
her power essentially to serve him. Her arguments, 
she was convinced, would have little weight with 
Lord'Chelrbury, who had often expressed to her hii 
anxiety for a connexion with the Rosline family. — 
With the loveliness of Amanda's person, with the 
^gance-ofher manner, she was iimnediately charmed^ 

r4. • A»- 



As she cpnyersed with her, e&teem ^as-uddccT bo .3^ 
jniratioD; and she believed that Mar turner would no|:. 
JiAve oBQitted mejitioQing to her the beautiful 4iu^h«- 
ter of his father's agent, had he not fMdre^fL jbtet^ajiu^ 
Xoo much '.emotloa at her uame. She appeared t» 
i4ady Ajramlnta just th^ jLiod pf woma^i h^ wojiild 
jidore, jusi the being that would answer all tbe.;^d(^ 
^ perfection (romantic idqas she had filled ihei^)^ 
vhich he h^ d^elared necess^^ty tp ^apti^fte hif 
iieart. Lady Arfuninta/ fiiready felt for her unspeaJk^ 
nble tenderness; in the aoftn0S9 of h^rJlo^J^^ Jin X^f 
pweetuess of her Totce, they we^e resistless chajrm? : 
avd she felt that, if oppress^ by senoj^^ Amanda 
f i^xalapg aboTe all ^iber beings, was ih^ ^n» shr 
would 3eliect tv« give her .consolation, Xh? cpn^sip^ 
she betjpayed at the meu^i^n of Morttmjsr, ipade heyr 
Lady ship suspect she was the cause of his d^j^ction* 
She iHTotuntarily fststent-d he^ eyes upop h^f fape, aS' 
if to penetrate the recesses of lier hjoar^ ; yet wilh ^ 
jtenderness whi'tfh seemed to say, sh^'w9V<ld pity the^ 
secret she might, there discover, 

Lord Cherbury, at this moment of embarrassmeot 
io Amanda, approaph^. lie said he had ^qst bee« 
inakiag a request and aA apology to L%dy (Frey«. 
^tock, and was now come tp repeat them to hari 
|he former was to meet ^e Marquis's faouly ^ his 
)iouse, U)e next day, at dinner; and the latteriiKa^ Jtt 
excuse so unoeneinonious au iuYltatiou, ivhjph l^e.had^ 
l>een induced to make on Lady Aramiuta's ^cc^iuivt^ 

who WAS obligjad fta leaie iowM tito dny nft^f ih^ 

next^ 



sext, and imi ^erefore no time t«r Ae osnal eti^- 
quette of Tisitio^. 

44^*^^ bowed.. Thi8 ioTiifttios wts mor^ plioaB* 
Vig than one of more form vould hare boeti ; it 
seemed to indicate friendsbip, and a desire to haY^ 
the intimacy between her and his dai:^hter cuiti- 
Tated; it gave. h^ also a hope of s^ng Lord Mor** 
timer* All these soggjestions inspired her with un« 
common animation, and she entered into a lireljr 
i;onTer5ation with Lord Cherbury, who had infinite 
ytvacity in bis look and manner. Lady Araminta 
observed the attention he paid her with pleasure — 
a prepossession in her faionr, sho trusted^- might 
l^ruduce pleasing consequences*. 

Lady Greys tock at length rose to depart : Amanda 
x^ceiTcd an affectionate adien from Lady Araminta, 
And Lord Cberbnry attended the ladies to their car. 
riage. On driving ofT^ Lady Greystook observed 
.what a charming polite man his Lordship was ; and 
,in shorty threw out such hints, and entered into such 
a warm eulogjum on hia merits^ that Amanda began 
to think he would not find it very difficult to prevail 
on her Ladyship to enter, once mpre Vie^ temple of 
'Bymen. 

Appianda rehired to her chamber iir* a; s^ate of 
greater .happiness tlmn" foB a long period before she 
had experienced';, but k was a happiness which ra« 
ther agitated, than soothed the feelings, particularly 
hers, which were fiosufceptible every of impression^ 
that 
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^ TIm^ tDm'djat ihe^toudh of joy br ^^ 
And taming trembled too. 

Her present happiness was the offspring cyf' hbpe, 
and therefore petuliarly liable to disappointment — a 
hope, derived from the attention of Lord Cherbury 
and the tenderness of Lady Aramiiita, that the foncf 
wishes of her heart -might yet be reallzed-T-wishes; 
she again lieliered, from hearing of Lord Mortimer's 
dejection (which his sister bad touched npon), and 
from his absenting himself from the Marquis's, were 
not uncongenial to those he himself entertained. #She 
sat down to acq^uaint her father with the particulars 
of the day she had passed ; for her clil^f consolation, 
in her absence from him, \fas in the idea^of writing 
to and hearing constantly from him. Her letter 
finished, she sat by the fire, meditating on the inter. 
Tiew she Expected would take place on tire ensuing 
day, tin the hoarse voice of the watchmeny pro- 
claiming '* past three o'clock !" roused her from 
her reverie. She smiled at the abstraction of het 
thoughts, and retired to bed, to dream of felicity. 

So calm were her slnmbers, so delightful her 
dreams, that Sol had long shot his timorous rajs 
into her chamber, ere she awoke : hey spirits still 
continued serene and animated. On descending to 
.the'drawing-room, she found Lady Grey stock just 
entering it. After bteakfaH, they went out in htr 
Ladyship's carriage, to different parts of the town : 
all was new to- Amanda, who, during her former re- 
sidence in it, had been entirely confined to lodgings 

in 
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in aTetlred street: she wondered at^^and was amased 
hy the crowds contmaally passing and repassing. — 
Abotttfour they returned to di-ess. Amanda began 
the labours of the toilet with a beating heart ; nor 
were its 'qniek pubations decreased on entering Lady 
Greystock's carriage, 'virhich, in a few minutes, con* 
Teyed her to Lord Cherbury's house in St. Jameses, 
square* She followed her Ladyship with tottering 
steps ; and the first object she saw^ on entering the 
drawing-room^ was Mortimer standing near the door. 



CHAP. VIIL 

Begone my cares! I ^ve you to the wmds. Hows. 

In the drawing-room were already assembled the 
Marquis, Marchioness, Lady Euphrasia, Miss Mai. 
cold], and Freeloye. Lady Araminta perceived, in 
the hesitating voice of Ainandd, the emotions which 
agitated her, and which were not diminished, when 
Lord Cherbury, taking her trembling; hand^ ^aid, 
^ Mortimer^ I presume you hftye^alceady seen Miss 
Fitzalan in Ireland ?"-^'* I have, my Lord," cried 
Mortimer, bowing, and* at the same time approach- 
ing to pay hiscompltmentsr 

Every eye in the reom^ except Lord Cherbury's 
and Freelove's^i.waS'jUQW turned upon bis Lordship 

F 6 and 



mni Arasada, and ^bought, ia- th« esfirtssiie cm- 
ieiiance« oi hoth^ enough «iMiUi be Mad ia eoofinv 
tkeir fruspielons oi a nfttuar altacl|flak«ot ialMitUag, 
lietween 1^oiii» " 

Amanda^ wliea Mated, ettdaaflittiirad im aec^Yvr 
from her eoofusioii* Mhs Ma]|»>|M,iO'pr-ovent Lood 
Mortimer's taking a seat hj hev, wliieli^ the iAoi^t 
the perceived him inctiDed i» doy beckoa^d hiin to* 
jher^ and contriTad to ai^gi^ faia in twftwg dni^ 
till they were saaMMoiMd to dKimeiu On jBfBCQnmg 
liis handy whieh he coisild noi anoid offering, to lead 
her to the parlour, she' cast a look of exultation at 
"Amanda. Lady Araminta, perceiiriDg all the gen- 
tlemen engaged, good-hum ou redly put her arm with- 
in Amanda's, and said, she would Be her chaperow 
on the present occasion. — Lord Mortimer quitted 
Miss Malcolm themoQient he had procured a seat,, 
though she desired him tatake one between her and 
I^ady Euphrasia, and pawing! tD tie cflhec side, 
placed himself by Amanda. Thia aoiipn^ pjian^ ber 
■as much a^ it mortified them: it enbtrvaased her,r 
however, a little;, bnfe pexcetving tl|^ serutiaiflHDg 
earnestness witk wUeh the MarcUpriese doA 'Uviy^ 
Euphrasia regarded her^ sh^ exerted her ^uaiti, aad 
was soon able to join in the geneial CMKvevsathvn 
whieh Lord Mortimer {uromoted. 

The wiexpeeted arrival of Amanda In Loodan 
astonished and (notwithstanding bb resentment jt de* 
lighted him. Hie s^terj "when they were, alone in the 
Bomlog} bad mentioned her with aU tte fervency of 

praise; 



^pniflB; ttt pbadits ga^e to ham a %mmAim of fatb* 
Eed priis^ irhicfa conyiDced him lie was not len than 
em inieretied about Amanda. Since his r«toni from 
Iieiand^ he had been distracted by incertitade and 
wmety nihrnod her : the inDoeenctt^ the pnritj, the 
Hfukniefis she had d^pla^ed^ irese perpetnallj re» 
earring to his BMmmrjr— 4t waf imposeible^ be* 
thoiifbt, tiiey. Gocdd be lei|^d ; and be begna- t<r 
think) the apparent mystery of : her conduct she 
eould satisfnGtorily hare explained ; that designedly 
riie bad net aroided him } and that, bat for ihe im» 
pe4no6iiy of )u8 own passions, which had indaeed his 
predpitate departare, be might,, ere this, bare had 
all his donbts removed. Tortured with incessant rew 
gret for this departate, he would bare returned tm- 
mediateLy to Ireland ; but, at this period^ found it 
hnpossible to do so, withont exciting inquiries from 
Lord ChesbUry, which, at present^ he did not choose 
to answer, lie had planned an exQonion thither the 
ensning summer, with Lady Araminta, determined 
no longer to endure his suspense. He now almost 
beiieved it the peculiar interposition of Providence 
which had brought Amanda to town, thus affording 
him another opportooity of having his anxiety re- 
lieved, and the chief obstacle perhaps to his, and, be 
tattered himself, also to her happiness, removed; 
for, if assured her precipita^ journey from Wales 
was occasioned by no motive she need blush to avow, 
bo^fok he should. be better enabled io combat the 

difficulties 
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difiicuUii^ he M^as coBTmced his father. woald throw^ 
in the way of < their union. Notwithstanding Ladjr 
Araminta's endeavours to gain his implicit conft- 
dence, he resolred to withhold it from her, lest sh& 
should incur even the temporary displeasure of Lord 
Cherbury, by, the warm inrtierest he- knew, she wouM 
take in. las affiiir«, . if ohee. informed^of them.' 

AiOttdsda looked.. tiiifiner'-and paler tlian when lie 
had seen her in. Ireland, yet, if possibley.more in. 
teresting. from these circumstances^ and from the 
soft glance she had involuntarily directed towards 
liim at h«r entrance, he was tempted to think he had, 
iff some degree, contributed to. rob her lovely cheek 
of its bloom; and this idea rende red. her deareirthaa 
ever, to him. Scarcely could he -restrain theraptuce ^ 
he felt on 'seeing her within the necessary bonnds, 
scarcely could he believe the scene which had given 
rise to his happiness real ; his heart, at the moment, . 
melting with tenderness, sighed for the period of ex« 
planation, which he trusted, which he hoped, W4>ald 
also be the period of reconciliation. 

The gentlemen joined- the ladies about teactiine ; . 
and as no additional company was expected,. Lady 
£uj)hrahia proposed a party to the Pantlieon. This • 
was immediately agreed to : Amanda was delighted 
at the projiosal, as it not only promtspd to gratify 
her curiosity, but ta give Lord Mortimer an oppor- 
tunity of addressing her, as she saw he wished, but 
vainly attempted^ at home. The Marquis and*Lo#d 

Cherburjr. 
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CherBary declined goisg. Lady Greystock^ who 
had net ordered her carriage till a much later hour^ 
accepted a place in the Marchionesses* 
' N«i&er Lady Euphrasia nop Miss Makoim could 
bear the idea of Lord Mortimer and Amanda going 
In the' same carriage, 'as the presenoi of Lady Ara. 
minta, they were convinced, would not prevent their 
nsin'g an opportonity so propitious for Cvynverstng, 
as they wished. Lady Euphrasia therefore, with 
sudden eagerness, declared she and Miss Malcolm 
\^t)u)d' resign their seats in the Marchioness's car- 
riage to Miss Fitzalan and Freelove, for the plea- 
sure of accompanying Lady Araminta in hers. The 
Marchioness, who conjectured her daughter's mo- 
tive for this new arrangement, seconded it, to. the 
secret regret of Amanda and the visible chagrin of 
Lord Mortimer. Amanda, however, consoled her- 
self for this disappointment, by reflecting on the 
pleasures she should enjoy in a few minutes, when 
freed from the disagi:eelftl>le observation of the Mar- 
chioness and Lady Euphrasia : her reflections were 
not in the least Interrupted by any conversation be- 
ing addressed to her. The Marchioness and Lady 
GreystOck chatted together^ and Freelove amused 
himself by humming a song, as if for the purpose of 
mortifying Amanda by his iuattentioUi, 

When the carriage stopped, he assisted the former 
ladies out ; but, as if forgetting such a being existed 
as Amanda, he wont on with them. She was de- 
scending the steps^ when Lord Mortimer pressed for- 
ward, 



wrdyiad MMttohing Aer .h«(i4^ $^t\y ^itoi^\mf-^ 
i^ W« haw met tgi(iii, ancl neitber ^Ty qof u»)Aem 
•haU agaia separate iw.^r— A ^anlifiil f\fifr. ovetr 
ipFMid tka €Oiinteaaii4ie .^f Aansmdm^ her hf^iiA trcm. 
lUed m hi», and. she Mty ia thatiQ^meii^. paconi^ 
penned for bar Sovmer, dk^p^^initae^ty. an'd elevated 
aboT« the little in$oleRae.Qf Freelore, Lord M^irtu 
ifttfr handed her- to his sister^ who nw^ waitiag to re*^ 
ceire h«p9 and. the j. proceeded tK> tbe rocna. h^Ji 
Snplira«ia entered it with a tendper ii»fi4t^4 foj en« 
joyment; she was cMivinced the whoksonl of Merr 
timer was- deioted' to Amanda^ aqd sjti» trembled|. 
from the violent and maligntntfeieltDgs that (onvic» 
tion excited: ft^dm tbe> momeAt he entered Ibe car*- 
rhige'tHl be qeitted it, he had remained sileaty not- 
TFitfastanding alMier eiisrtsr and Miss MaJ^lm'a to 
force hhn into eonversation^ He left them, as aoon 
as they reached the Pantheon, to« watch the Mftr«. 
ehioness'is carriage^ which MI owed theirsj and on 
rejoining Amanda, he attadKd" himself entirely te 
her, withont ai>y longer appearing anzioas to coiw 
ceal his predilection for her : he liad indeed forgotten 
the necessity there was> for concealing it — aU hli 
feelings, all his ideas, were eogrossed by ec^acy and 
tenderness* The uorelty, the brilliancy oCthe scen^, 
excited surprise and plea&are iu Aiaanda; and lie 
was delighted with the aoiniated description she gave 
of the effect it prod need upon her mind. In her he 
found united exalted seose, lively fancy, and an 
uncorrnpted taste: he forgot that the eyes of je^». 

lousy 
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.^onsy an4 nfmle?.^l€«iq€ were oa tiiein--r^^ f<"*5.o* 
jevery object but hecself. 

But, ala^t popr/AmaDda\r^fi doomed to 4iftap-> 
.pointmeujt ..this etei^ing.. I^dy; Greystoc^, :^cco«» 
jng to a bii^t ^ho liad fieceiredi ,a£t^ a fe^ youod!^ 
atep^fid upj to jher^.H^d^dAcl^i^edshe m.i^s* a(0com|)a»y 
ab^r tp. a, fi^at^ . a^ ^e vras ^^f^Ymced her. {^e^ilt^ ^aa 
^Qt too w^Jti^jto ]^c|ir.in^oh fatigyie, ^ip^nda a^siifed 
her vbe wa^ vjoi in the Ji^ast iai>jgu«d, and that she- 
MTould jprefejr wali^ing^ besides, sbe had half W^ 
mised jLard Mortuner to dance wJtb him. Tkt$ Lady 
£rrey&tock'ab&oIa4<^}y declared she wauld not coiw 
iseut 19 ; theqgJtiL l^y A^anjiiata, on ' whose ar,ipr 
Amaoda l^aned^ pleaded for her Iriend, assiiriug h^r 
Xia4yshij> ^ie would ^ke care Miss Fit9;a]aQ ^luxuld 
i^ot injure herself. — '' Ah ! you young people," sai<I 
Xady Greystock, ^^apeso carried away with »p.irit»^ 
you nefer reflect oa GonseiqueRces ; but I declare,, as 
«he IS entrusted to my «are, X epvid not answer it t»' 
my consciejice to lot hpr run into any kind of 
danger." 

Lady Araminta remonstrated with her Lad jship^ 
^nd Amanda would haTe joiaed, but that the feared 
her real motiye for doing so would have been disco* 
^•ered. .She perceived the par-ty were detained from 
proceeding on her account, aad immoliately offered 
her arm to Lady Greystock, and accompanied her 
and the Marchioness ^o a seat: Lady Euphrasia 
catching hold of Lady Aramiuta'^s arii\, hurried her 
at the same instant into the crowd; and Miss Mai- 

colm« 
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eolm, as if by chatice, laid her hand on LordTVIoni- 
timer, and thus compelled- him* tt) Mtend her parfj*. 
-She saw hnn, however, in the course of tho roimJ^ 
-prepared to fly off; Ihit when they had completed 
h^ to her inexpressible jpy, the &itulition of Amanda 
made him relinqiiish. his int^n^ii^^aa tooonycrsd 
ifiih her was utterly. ii»pos5ibl^) for tlw Marchioness 
htid placed her between Lady' Greystock and, her'^ 
'veVf ; and under' the prcteifice of frequently adcfressi 
ing her Ladyship^, was continuaJly leaning acroijs 
Amanda, so as to exclude her almost from obserrai- 
tion ;' thus renderliig hor situation^ exdusiTc of thB 
regret at befng sepa^fritedfrom-Eord' Mortimer and 
I:.ady A ram in ta, highly disagreeaille. The Marchio^ 
ness enjoyed a malicious pleasure in the uneasiness 
the saw she gave Amanda ; she deemed it but a slight 
retaliatron for the uneasiness slfe had gjyen Lady 
Euphrasia, a trifling punishment for the adniiration 
'she had excited. Amand^ indeed, whilstsurveying 
the scene around her witK wonddrand delight, had 
herself been an object of critical attention and in^ 
quiry : she was followed, unirersally adi^ired, and . 
allowed to be the finest girl' that had- appeared for 9^* 
long season. 

• Relieved of her presence, Lady Euphrasfa'sflpiritt 
l>egan to reTite, and her good humour. to return ": 
she laughed maliciously with Miss Malcolm at the 
disappointment of Lord Mortimer and Amanda.—* 
After a few rounds, Sir Charles Bingley, in company 
with another gien^tlemrni^^. passed them: he was, t« 
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cinrmiFjr or iirir abbet; IlS 

«se Miss Milcolm's own p1irase,'an immeilse favour- 

fte with hert^'knd "she liaii'lOTig meilifatci ilnd atl 

tempted the conquest of'hfd heart. 'The* attention 

irhibh politeness obligeii'hiaS to* shew, and the com- 

pliracht^ she sometimes eompeKed^him to pay, she 

filtered her Sel-f "were Tntiniatibns of the success or 

her srheme.- — Latly Euphrasia, notwithstanding her 

intentions relative to Lord Mortimer, and her pro;. 

fussed frichdsHip fbt Miss Malcotm'j felt an ardenjb 

desire to' hate 'Sir- Charles enVolled in the list of her 

admirers; arid both ladies' determined he should not 

again p^ss without noticing them. They accord! 

ingTy Watched* his^ approach ;• and when tliey again: 

met, addressed him in a manner that, tiS a man at all 

interested' about either, would haSr^ been truly flat^ 

tering. As this, however, was not theyoting Bare* 

net's case, af^er paying his cdmpliinents, in a general 

way, toltlie^whdle party, he was making hfs parting 

• '■... * 

bOw, when his companion, pulling him by the sleeve^ 

bade him observe a beaotiful giH sitting oppositie to 

riiem. They had stopped near the MarchionessV 

seat, and it was to 'Amanda Sir Charleses eyes were 

directed. " Gracious Heaven l^*" erred he, ^starting/ 

while his cheek w^as siifl'used with a glow of pleasure, 

^ can this be possible ? can this in reality," advail* 

cing to her scat*, ** be Miss FitZAlan ? This s-uifely,'* 

eontinued he, *^is a- meeting as fortunate as unex« 

pected ; but for it, I should have been posting back 

to Ireland in a day ar two."' •• 

Amanda blushed deeply at his thus publicly de« 

daring 



chrln^ her .power, of x^ulatii^ hif ^c^ns; HEt 
c^o.nfu^ioR r^&liored that ripcollepUQQ ins ^rniiH »iuPr 
prise had . dtvprived bion o/^ ao^ Iw ^ddrfased 4Af 
MarchioQi'ss and J^Oy Gr^jfttocV* T-^e fpcioef 
haughtilj bowed, without speakir\g; and the latter^ 
laughing siguificaatly, said she rea^y iniaguied ^^ 
gtacy, oQ Mi5fi Fitzalan's aceoiuit^ ^ad made \^v» 
forget a^y one ej.se was pire&eiit^ , . . 

The situation of Amanda wajs taxi|[al^Uig| in an 
extreme degree, to Sir Cl^arlesf it preluded aU«con* 
Tersatioo, and frequently hid Ji^ (pom bia ii^,y ai| 
the MarchiQAjass aod Lady Greys^ock still cQntUH|i€d 
fheir pretended whispeirs. Sir QMHes ha4 some 
)(po\y ledge of tLe Marchionesses ,-disp.ositioii, and 
q,uickly perceifed the mptiTe of her presj^nt coadu^t*; 
•^ Your Ladyship 19 Jtind,^** ;5aid he^ '^ i» ^^iy^ ^^ 
l)ide Miss Fitzalan, as no doubt yon ^\% CLOtucioi^s 
'tis not a slight heart-ach she would giv^ to jsome of 
the belles present this eTeniug^ But why," eoutM 
uued he, turmag \o Am^oda^ ^^ do you prefer »ittin0 
to walking?" — Anja.n^a mad^ wo answwt, but. a 
git nee from h^r e«presaive ey^s .(o tl^e |adU^> \^ 
formed \iivax of the reason. 

L^y Euphrasia and Miss Malcolm^ pi ovojced at 
the abrupt departure of Sir Charles, J||d hurried 
eti ; but scarcely bad they proceeded a lew yardj(, 
ere enry and curiosity induced them to turn back*. 
Lady Araminta perceiv^ed their chagrin, aod secretly 
enjoyed it. Sir Charles, who had been locking Im* 
patiently for thw approach^ tke moment i»e per* 

celveil 



^eh^Wf^O)) etitrealed AnHiiicra to j<Nii them, ^^'fitt 
«ie,** cri^ he, presentmg tna haiid, ^ be 'jtmi 
'kfifght' on the present occa^ioif, 'fltid deliter* yi/ii 
from what may ^^ called absohite cftptivity.** 

- She iMsbtated not to accept his affer ; the continnat 
buzK In the room, widi the passing and repassing of 
tbe company, hod made her head giddy : she deemed 
110 apology reqaistte to her compknton^, arid quitting 
.her'seat, hastened foV-^ard^to Lady AraYninta, whof 
httd stepped' for her.- A crowd at that moment ittm 
'tcrTenitig l^etween th^^^ retarde^ter progress, ^t 
Charles, pressing her hand With • ferrour, availed 
himself of this opportunity to ^x^ress hts pleasure 
at their unexpected meeting. "Ah! how Kttle/* 
^ricd'he, " did I imagine thei^ was such happiness 
in store forme this evening.!'' — " Sir Charles," said 
Amanda, endeavouring, though in Vain, to withdraw 
Jwr hand^ " .you hiM« learned' the'^rt «f fattering 
since yonr return to England.'* — " t wish," cried 
lie, ^< I had- learned the ai't of expressing as I wish 
-the sentiments 2 feei.'^ 

Lord Mortimer, who had made way through tho 
lerowd for the ladies, at tWs itistant appeared* H< 
deemed to recoil at the situation of Amanda, whose 
liand was yet detained n'n Sir Charles's, while the soft 
glow and confusion of' her face gave at least a sus- 
picion of the language she was listening to. 

On rejoining the party, shehoped agaiin to have 

been joined by Lord Mbrtimer'; but even if ihclined 

to this, iSir Chaflei totally^ prevcfut^d 'him. Hi» 

'■^ Lordship 
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Lordship deserted them^ y el/almost coutinu^Uy-con* 
trived ,tp intercept the paa; ty ; ftnd h^s e^fes Mr.ef0 
alway3 turn.ed ^ Aiqa^uda >and Sir Charles^ . He was 
really cUspIeased with her ; he thought she might as 
well ha^e left her seat befx^'p as after Smt Charles's 
appearance, and he resolved to watch her closely* 
She was asked to dance by Sir Charles and several 
other gentlempn, bnt ]*efased ; and Lady Aramin ta, 
on her account, followed her example* Lady Eu- 
phrasia andlMiss MaicoJm ejither were too mu^h dis«- 
composed^ o^np^ aske^.b^; gentlemen they liked, te 
join Uhj festive ifro-np, 

Amauday: lrp.ni .- b^tng disappointed, . soon grew 
languid, and endeavoured to Qheck, with more thafl' 
visual seriousness, the. ardent expressions of Sir 
Charles, who repeatedly declared he h^d hurried 
over ihe affairs which brought. him to England en« 
tirely on her account, ^ ^e thought every day bm 
age tiH they again mefc.* .; : . 

She WAS rejoiced wh(^n Lady ArMnfnta proposed 
returning home: Lady Euphrasia and Miss Malcolm 
had no. longer a.de^re to accompany her Ladyship), 
fis thej believed Lt>rd ^ortirner already gone, and 
she ^id Amanda therefore returned alone. Sir 
Charles was invited to supper, an ini^itation he joy- 
fully accepted; and promised- to follow heT' Lady- 
ship, as soon as he had apprized the party he cauie 
with of his intention. * 

I^dy Araminta, and AibaQd!(,arnve^ .some time 
before the rest of the party. ; lle^^ Ladyship; saif}^ 

that 
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lihsit her I/oaffog town was to jattend the nnptiaU of 
a. pacti^ul^r frieod^ aad was expressing her hopes 
that) OB her.'return* she should often be favoured 
with the company of Amanda, when the door^ud* 
denlj opened, and Lord Mortimer entered. He. 
looked pleased and surprised^ and taking a seat on 
tlic«ofa. between them^ exclaimed, as he regarded 
thenx jk?iUi unuttej^able tenderness, ^^Surely one mo* 

• lyientrlike this is worth whole hours such as we haje 
lately spent ! May I," looking at Amanda, " say- 
that chance is now as propitious to me, as it was 
some time ago to Sir Charles Bingley? Tell me,** 

•cpntiuued he, ^' were you not, agreeably surprised 
t^-night?" — '' By the Pantheon . undoubtedly, my 
Lord."-^" And hj Sir Charles Bingley ?»'-^" No.; 
he is too slight an acquaintance, either to giye plea* 
sure by his presence, or pain by his absence/* 

This, was just .wJbat Lord Mortimer wanted to 
bear: the looks of Amanda, and above all, the 
manner in which she had received the attentions of 
Sir Charies,^. evinced her sincerity. The shadow of 
j^^alpu&y removed, Lord Mortimer recovered ail hit 
animation: never does the mind feci so light, so 
truly happy, as when a painful doubt is banished 
from it. 

** Miss Fitzalan,'' said Lady Araminta, recurring 
to what Amanda had just said,^^ can see few beings 
like herself, capable of exciting immediate esteem: 
for my own part, I cannot persuade myself that she 
is an acquaintance of bat two days, I feel such an 

interest 
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Ifiiere^ in h€ir'iine!fere5 %<idi t '^fefer^' r egard ■ ■ 1 ^ 
^e pam«d) ftitti' looked' '^preissmiy bh Wf'brdfliei^ 
imd Amanda. His *ii^' eyes b^atned rte ffieiiest 
pleasure: ^< Oh my sisuet,^ crtW W, *< eticotirag*' 
fliat sisterly affection I WIro so- ^r6r1fcy of posseting- 
it as Miss^^ Fitzalan ? affd'wlm butAmanife,*' contU 

r 

lulled he, passing his^ arm roimd her waiit, and »of fly ^ 
whispering to her, *' s*ali hate a right t6 ctAim \tV^' 
The Stepping of th© carriages now'anttoatfced^^tte 
return of the party, and terminated a scene which, 
if much longer pt'dtracted, miglit, by Ihcreasing tHeif^ 
ngitation, have produced a' flill dlstdvery of their 
fcofings. The ladies' were attended by Sir Charlelr 
and Freelove. The Marquis and' tord Cherbtity- 
iiad been ou^ bat returned abovt this time ; and^ 
soon after sapper the company departed, Ladjr' 
Araminta tenderly bidding Amanda faireii^^i. 

Tile cares* which had so long' presid n)90ff tho 

•, • . ■ 

beart of Amanda, ami di«inrb«»d ifs^p^ettce-, were now 
yanished; the whisper of EocdMbrtrmerhald' assured 
her tbat'sbe was not only the object c^f his tenderest 
affection, bat most serious attention ; the regard ofu 
liady Araminta flattered her pride, as it implied' « 
tftcrt approbation of her brothei'^s choice. 

The next morning, immediately after breakfast^* 
Lady Greyst:ock. went out to her lawyer; and 
Amanda was' sitting at work in the dre)B8lng*>^room) 
when Sir Charles Bingley wa« annonticed. lie n^w 
expressed^ if possible^ more pleasure at seeing- her 
than he' had dona<tbe'preo(x)n»g nighft' j eongratnlat«d 

himself 



lihnself at finding her alone ; and repeatedly declared, 
from their first interyiew, her image had nerer been' 
Asent from his mind. The particularity and ardonr 
of his -expressions Amanda wished, and endearottred' 
to repress«»i>sb4 had net the ridiculous and unfeeling 
Tanity to be- delighted with an attachment she could 
not return^ besides, his attentions were unpleasing, 
as ^e beliered they ga^e uneasiness to Lord Mor. 
timer : she therefore answered him with -cold and 
studied caution, which, to his impetuous feelings, 
was insupportable. Half resenting, half rallying it,- 
he^snatched her hand, in spite of her eflfbrts to pre« 
rent hltn; and was declalring he could not Irear it, 
when the door opened, and Lord Mortimer ap- 
peared. Bad Amanda been encouraging the regard 
of Sir Charles, she could not hare betrayed more 
confosfon. ' Lord, Mortimer retreated a few steps, 
in erident embarrassment ; then bowing coolly, again 
adranced, and took a seat. Sir Charles started up, 
with a look which seemed to say, he had been most 
unpleasantly interrupted, and walked about the 
room. Amanda was the first who broke silence t 
she askod, in a hesitating voice, whether Lady Ara^ 
minta was yet gone ? — ^^ No," his Lordship grarely 
replied; ^^ but^ In a few minutes, she proposed 
setting out, and* he meant to accompany her part of 
the way.'* — ** So, till her Ladyship is ready," cried 
Sir Charles with quicknees, ^^ that no tinie might be 
lost, yon come to Mbs Fitaalan }"--^Lord Mortimer 
tQh»ii. m inad» 



itfn ofii:! WEir 09 imt avast* 

m9^ U0' rap] J : he '{towp^i, Aiwi riyiing 4ifeotlf , 
^)igiitiy; salutij4 Amaadft, aqd rjatired* 

• Co«7i|if fld, »» «be Mr«B^ that Lord Mor4i«ier \mA 
i9if4» jMie iii«it:{pf t\m pivrposQ oC spoftking. o^ove ei^ 

^^My Ifcitn.ke had yet done, she could ii«i«iil;irel7 
CQiMfifil hsnohagriD, or ragard Sir Quurles vHkout 
«Ain® di6plei»ttfi5* It had- not, hawerer,. the MM:t of; 
niakiog him ahoi^teB hia visit : he oeatinued with her 
till Lady^Greystook's retarn, to wJbom he proposed 
. jV P^nly Ihat avewig foe the Qpera^ aud obtainod per*, 
npisaion to wait tipoii her Ladyship iit tea withiiclcetSy 
nol^iiAsftaiidfiig. Amanda deciarfed hier dimdittatioa. 
tp gm^T SH^ wi^beff tp aroid thi^ puhliG as^ ir^U aa; 
pjiiiatft«jttenlipqs. of: Siti Charles ; but. hath she foptti 
it imp^s^Ue to do — tMeiotpreasjiH) whioh the charipa 
43i her miad aod fprm had va^4^ on him, ^¥^8 of to9 
ardent, too i)€i^B\aae»t a nature, to be erased by hev 
>coldiies.8, Q«iieifAiif and exalted ia. hj^ i^otij^ns^ 
aQneBt and ifidepi^d^t in his f^rimmf hf? nf^Ub&c. 
required any additiop of wealthy nor w9i( uodjer any. 
C0q|ro4il wj^ioh. could prevent Ihs fn^Uowiog hisincli. 
nf ti^ni^-r^his bfart v^s beat on sm union with Ainaa* 
dft;. ih^ngk hurt by jier i^idilference, be.Mrouldnot 
aljow himself t^^^p di^co^i^fllged hf\i;, tjmefttiid per- 
fiorei;^^*, h§ tf u^ted and b^ii^vod^fwpftjWi conquer it : . 
nnaqcui^omcd to di«apppint|O^A^ he qouldaot, in .an 
aiiaiK i¥)hich sfi ipQateiriiUly conP^neai hishappuwss^ 
bear the i^(^ of ptoring UD^nccesafal* Had Amanda's 
baMt1Niip;^.diaeXM(age4> he iKOuld probacy have suc- 
ceeded 



«ecded us iie tuelied; foriievaa caloiiitiMiaptease, 
to Imspire admU»tio» and esteanc ami. AmamdaMt 
lb r«al f rlendf hkp for him, and sioceretj grieved tbak 
lib ardent remand could n^t be redooed to as ten* 
l^pBte « medium aft hers; 

i^ady Gtef stocks had a. mimereas and* briUSant 
aoqaaintiuiGe id Loodoii) amotsget vrhom she wai 
condmialfy eagaifed. Sir Charies was well known 
tp'them, aad^ Uierefore almost constanilj attended 
Aimuida whereTor she weet. His ua remitted and 
partionlai: attention excited uniTersal obserration ; 
aiM he wa^ pttblielj declared the professed admirer 
ef Lady Greystock^s beaotiful companion. The ap- 
pellation was generally bestowed on her by the gen* 
tieinen, as many of Lady- Greystock's feinale inti- 
mates declai^, from the appearanoe of the girl, aflf 
well as her otstressed situation,' they wondered Sir 
Charles fiingley could ever think about her ; for her 
Ladyship had represented her as a pet son in the most 
indigent circumstances, on which aceonnt she had* 
taken her under her protection. All that enry, 
hatred, and malice could suggest against her, Miss 
Malcolm said. The Marchioness and Lady Euphca^ 
sia, judging of her by themsekes, supposed that, aa 
she was not sure of Lord Mortimer, she would ac-' 
cept of Sir Charles ; an4 though this measure would 
remove all apprehensions relatire to Lord Mortimer, 
yet the idea of the wealth and consequence she 
would derive from it, almost distracted them .-^Thus 
does envy sting the bosoms which harboar. it. 

G % Lord 
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'Lord Mortimer agaio resumed Iris veserre : he was 
tfrequentlj in company ivith Amanda, b«t never eveu 
attempted to<pay her any attention; yet his «yes^ 
vrhich sh^ often caught riretted on her, though the 
moment she perceired them 'they were withdrawn^ 
seemed tosay, that the -alteration in his manner was 
not produced by any diminution H>f tendernefls : bo 
was indeed determined jto regulate his cotdoct bj 
hers to Sir Charles ; though pained mid witated by 
Ikis ^assiduities, he had .too much pride to declare a 
prior claim to her regard : a woman who could warer 
between two objects,* be -deemed vnworthy of either*. 
Be therefofe resoWed to leare Amanda free to act, 
and pat her constancy to a kind of test ; yet, not* 
withstanding all his pride, we believe, if not pretty 
well convinced that this test would have proved a 
source of triumph to himself, he never would have 
submitted to it* 

The period for Lady Araminta's return was now 
arrived, and Amanda was anxiously expecting her, 
wheofihe heard from Lady Euphrasia that her lady- 
ship h|kd been ill in the country, and would not 
therefore leave it for some time. This was a severe 
disappointment to Amanda, who had hoped, by her 
Ladyship's means, to have seen less of Sir Charles^ 
and more of Lord Mortimer. 
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CHAP. IX-. 

jCnd yrhy shosld soch, within herself, she cr^'d, 

Lo<;k the lost wealtb-ft thousand want beside ? Pa r k el; 

Amanda was sitting alone in tHe drawing-room on^ 
morning, when a gentleman was shewn into it, to 
wait for Lady Greystock. The stranger was about 
the middling period of life ; his dress announced^'^m 
a military man; and his threadbare coat seemed ta 
declare, that whatever knrel«' be iiad gathered^ they 
were barren ones^ His form^ and face were interest* 
itig ; infirmity appeared to prestf upon one, and sor- 
row had deeply marked the other, yet without de-- 
spoiling it of a certain expression, which indicated 
^e hilarity Nature had once stamped upon it : his 
temples were sunk,, and his cheek faded ta a sickly 
hne. Amanda felt immediate respect and sensibility' 
for the interesting figure before her: the feeliags. of 
her soul, the early lessons of her youth, had taught 
her to reverence distress ; and never, perhaps, did she 
think it so peculiarly affecting, as when in a luilitary 
garb. 

The day was uncommonly severe,. and-the stranger 
shivered with the cold. ^^ I declare, young lady,"» 
cried he^. aA be took, the chair 1l>lilch Amanda had 
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placed for him. by the fire, << I think I should n«l 
tremble more before an enemy than I do before this 
day : I don't know -but what it is a^ essential for ft 
subaltern officer to stand cold as well as fire." 

Amanda smiled, and resumed her work : she was 
bnsily employed making a trkamfng of artificial 
fl6wers for Lady Greystock, to present to a young 
lady, from whose family she had received some obli* 
gations. This was a cheap mode of returning them^ 
fts Amanda's materials were used. . 

^^ Your employment is an entertaining one,'' said 
Ae stranger, '^ and your roses literally, without 
thorns ; such, no doubt, as you expect to gather in 
yoiir path through life." — ^^ No," replied Amanda; 
** I^are Jno such espectatiovi," — ^* And yet," said 
lie, ^ how few, at your time of life, particularly if 
possessed of your adTaniages, couid make such av 
declaration I" — ^^ Whoerer had refiectron undoubt^ 
edty would," replied Am»nda. — <^ That I allow,'*^ 
cried be : ^^ but how few do we find with reflection I 

* 

From the yeiing it is banished, as the rigid tyrant^' 
that would forbid the enjoyment df Die pleasures 
ihey pant after ; and from the old it is too often ex^ 
jelled, as an enemy to that fcrgetfuhiess which can 
alone ensure their tranquiUity."*^^^ But in both, I 
trust," said Amanda, ^' yoa will aliow tlfere are «x« 
ceptions." — '^ Perhaps there are ; yet often, when 
oonseience hasno reason^ te dnead, sevsitnlity has 
e&use to fear reflection, which not only reviTes tlia> 
jtecolleotixHi of liappy h^urs^ bat inspires such a rev 
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fr«t for lh«lr tc^^s, as almodt unfits tftie 6^! fot any 
^xertiahB. *Th ttid€«id b«aiitifuMy described id ih^tk 
<Ma*s :•*- 

* Still inaporttinafe and vain» 
To formefr joys recarring ever. 
And tnning aU the past to pain.'' 

Atnatida attentitely -watched him, atid thought 
%lrat he said appeared particularly applicable to him- 
self, as his countenance assumed a more dejected ex- 
pression : he revived, however, in a few moments.-— 
** I have, my dear young lady,*' contitiued he, 
smiling, *' beguiled you most soberly, ils I-ady 
Grace says, into conversation. I have, however, 
given you an opportunity of amusing your fancy, 
by drawing a comparison between an old veteran 
and a young soldier : bat though you may ailo^ 
him more animation, I trust you will not do me s6 
much Injustice as to allow him thore taste ; while hd 
merely extolled the lustre of your eyes, I shoulA 
admire the mildness which tempered that lustre j 
while he praised the glow of your cheelc, T shoulft 
adore that sensibility which had power, in a mo- 
ment, to augment or diminish it." 

At this instant Lady Greystock entered the room: 
she entered it with the swell of hnportance, and a 
haughty expression of contempt in her features. 
The stranger arose from his chair, and his paleness 
increased. — ^^ So, Mr. Riishbrook," at last drawled 

out her Ladyship ; " so, Sir But pray be seated,^ 

waving her hand at the same time» 
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Amanda now retired : she had lingered a fewvm* 
ments in the room^ under the pretence of pntting her 
work oat of her Ladyship's way, to discoTer who 
the stranger was* Rashbrook had been represented 
to her as artful, treacherous,, and contemptible : his 
app^earance was almost a sufficient refutation of those 
charges ; and she began to think they never would 
JbaTe been laid against him by any other being than 
Lady Greystock, from a desire of depreciating her 
adversary. In her Ladyship she had seen much io^ 
dislike since she resided with her ; she saw that the 
temper, like the person, is often allowed to be in 
dishabille at home. She felt even warmly interested 
about Rushbrook ; she had heard of his large family^ 
and from his appearance, she conjectured they must 
be in distress. There was a kind of humorous sad- 
ness in his manner, which affected her even mor« 
than a settled melancholy perhaps would hare done, 
as it implied the efforts of a noble heart to repel sor. 
row, and if there cannot be a more noble, neither 
inrely can there be a more affecting sight,, than that 
4)f a good and brave man straggling with adversity. 

As she leaned pensively ^against the window, rc^ 
fleeting on the various inequalities of fortune, yet 
still believing they were designed by a wise Provi. 
dence^ like hill and valley, mutually to benefit each 
other, she saw Rushbrook cross the street. His 
walk was the slow and lingering walk of dejection 
and disappointment : he raised his hand to his eyes^ 
Amanda supposed^ to wipe away his tears, and her 

own 
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bwn fell at the sapposition. The seyerity of the 
day had increased; a heavy shower of snow was 
falling^ against which poor Rosfabrook had no sheU 
ter but his threadbare coat. Amanda was unutter* 
ably affected ; and when he dbappeared from her 
tight, she fell into a sentixnental soliloquy, something 
Id the style of Yoriok. ^^ Was I mistress," ex« 
(daimed she, as she beheld- the splendid carriages 
passing and repasung, ^^ was I mistress of one of 
those carriages, an old 6<^ier, like Rnshbrook, 
should not be exposed to the inclemency of a wintry 
sky : neither shonld his coat be threadbare, or his 
heart oppressed with anguish. If I saw a tear upon 
his 4:heek, T would say it had no business there, for 
oomfort was ^out reTistting him.'*' — As she spoko) 
the idea of Lord Mortimer orccurred : her tears were * 
suspended, and Jier' cheek began to glow. — ^^ Yes, 
poor Rushbrook," she exclaimed,^ ^^ perhaps * the 
period is not far distant, when a bounteous Provi* 
dence^ through the hands of Amanda, may- relieve 
thy wants; when Mortimer himself may be her 
assistaut in the ofiice of beneTolence/' 

Lady Greystock's woman now appeared, to de« 
sire siie would come down to her liady, Sheimme* 
dlately obeyed the summons, . with a secret liope of ' 
hearing something .of th« conference. Her Ladyship 
received her with an exulting. laugh, ^* I 'hare good 
news to tell you, my dear," exclaimed she : ^' that; 
poor wretch, Rushbrook, has lost the friend who 
was to have supported him in the lawsuit; and the 
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lawyers^ ftndifig the sheet^Atrdior gott«>, Imre ^eer^ 
D^T, and left faim to shift i^ himself : the miReradl^ 
creature and his familjr nyBst c^tainlf ^tarte. Oalf 
think of his asseranee ! he eatne to sfty, indeed, ha 
Would now be satisfied with k coliTppOtnlsffe.**-^* 
« Well, Madam,'* said Ainaiidft*—H Well, Madam," 
repeated her Ladyship, 'mimicking her manner^ ^'1 
told him I mdst be a fool indeed if ^er I consented 
to such a thiftg, after his* effrontery in attempting t» 
litigate the will of his iftuch-abilsed uncle, my 'deal* 
good Sir OeofiVy. No, no ; I bade^ him proceed 
in the suit, as all my lawyef^ were prepared : afid^ 
ftfteC so mndi^reuble cm bt/th sides, it woukl ben 
pity the thlnf* came to ndtbat^."-^-^^ Ai yoxir Lady*. 
aMp, however, 4inows bis extreme distress ^ no doubt 
jtm will ft'iiBTe U."-^" Why, pray^" said her Lady., 
iinp smartly, ^' do yau ihiak hehas'any claim upoa 
toe?^* — " Yes," replied Amanda; " if not npo^ 
your jirst*ce, at least upon yoor humanity.** — "So 
you ^ctuld adtise me to Mtitg away my money up&tk 
Wm?'»— ^< Yes," replied Amanda, sdilTing, ^* f 
would ; and, as your Lftdyship lifces the expression, 
*aVe you io Mug it away profusely.'^ — " Well, 
Well,'* answeted she, " w%en you afriTe at my age^ 
yotf will know the re^ falue of wealth.'* — << I 
trust. Madam," sidd A'manda with spirit, '* I know 
Its real Ta^ue already; we only estimate it dijffer-, 
•fently." — " And pray,'* asked her Ladyship with a 
wteer^ *^ how may jcm estimate it?'* — ** As th^ 
means, MadaiBi, of dispenaing happiness around us ; 

of 
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of giying shelter to the < houseless cbild of want)' 
and joy to the afflicted heart | as a saered deposit 
entrusted to us by an Almighty Potrer^ for thotfe 
purposes which, if so applied, will nourish placid 
and delightful reflections, that, like soothing friends, 
will crowd around us in the bed of sickness or death, 
alleviating the pain» of one, and the terrors of the 
other!" — ^* Upon my word," exclaimed Lady Grey- 
stock, ^^ a fine flowery speech, and well calculated - 
for a sentimental norel, or a moral treatise for the 
improTement of youth ! But I advise yon, my dear^ 
in future, to keep your queer and romantic notions to 
yourself, or else it will be suspected yon have made 
romances your study, for you have just spoken a» 
one of their heroines would have done." 

Amanda made no reply ; yet, as she beheld her 
Ladyship seated in an easy chair by a blazing fire, 
with a large bowl of rich soup before her, whi6h she 
took every morning, she could not forbear secretly 
exclaiming, ' ^^ Hard«hearted woman! engrossed by 
your own gratifications, no ray of compassion can 
soften yonr nature for the misfortunes of others! 
Sheltered yourself from the tempest, youste it fall* 
ing without pity on the head of wretchedness ; and 
virhile you feast on luxuries, think without emotioik 
on those who want even common necessaries. '^ 

In the evening they went to a large party at the 
Marchioness's; but though the scene was gay anit 
brilliant, it could not remove the pensiveness of 
Amanda's spiriti— *the emaciated form of I^ushbrooli^ 

6 6 returning 



19i eHiLvRsir ov <ri[s assmt. 

returnisig to his desolate familj, dwelt np&n he|* 
mind. A little, ^he thotighjt, as sbe surveyed the 
JBiagpifioeiice -of the apartments, and the splendour of 
the compapy whioh crowded them, a little from this 
parade of Tanity and wealth, would give relief to 
many a child 4>f indigence. Nerer had the .truth o£ 
the following lines so forcibly. struck her imagt na- 
tion : — 

-^' Ab ! little think the gay licentious proud* 

Whom pleasure, power,, and affluence surround ; 

They, yvtio their thoughtless hours in giddy mirtli* 

And wanton, oft in crad riot, \vaste; 

Ah ! little tliink they, while they dance along. 

How xoaoy ^«1» this very moment, death. 

And ail the sad vari^ of pain : 

How many drink the cup 

Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 

Of misery : sore pierc'd by wintry whids. 

How many slirink into the sordid hut 

Of cheerless povecty V* 
JProm puch reflections as these, ...she was disturbed 
by the ^nirance »i Sir Charles IJingloy. As usual, 
jhe took his station by heri ^^^ ^^^ a few juiuutes 
aften hi^ly ^9K^ Mortimer appe%sed« : 4P9^ty. for 
tingUun was formc^^ in which A.mand% joined, from 
«i wish of aToiding the assiduities of Sir ([Jharles ; but 
iie took care to. secure a ^at next hers ; and Lord 
Mortimer sat <vpposite to them. 

" Bingiey," said a gentleman, after, they had been 
ji^^ine time at ^he (able^ '^ you are certainly tlie most 
changeable fellow in the w^rld. About three weeks 
agOy you itcre hurrying ev^ry thing fora.jovirney to 
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'i^laitd, as if Kle aad 4eath depended on your expe* 
ditioo ; and here I still find yen loitertng about the 
town.^ — ^^ I d^y the imputation of changeable- 
ness/' replied the Baronet; ^^ all my actions are 
regulated/' and he glanced at Amanda^ '^ by one 
source, one object." 

Amanda blushed, and caught, at that moment, a 
penetrating look from Lord Mortimer. Her situa- 
tion was extremely disagreeable ; she dreaded his at<* 
tentions would be imputed to encouragement from 
her: she had often tried to suppress them, and/ she 
resolved her next efforts should be more resolute. 
> Sir Charles reached Pail Mall the next morning^ 
just as Lady Grey stock was stepping into her cba<^ 
riot, to acqiiaiut her lawyer of Rushbrook's visit* 
She informed him that Miss Fitzalan was in the 
drawiug-roum, and he flew up to her. ^' You find,'' 
said he, ^^ by what you heard last night, that my 
conduct has excited some surprise :,I assure you, my 
friends think I must absolutely be deranged, to re. 
linquiskso suddenly a journey I appeared so anxi^* 
. p\LS to take. Suffer me," continued he, taking her 
hand, *' to as.sjgn the true reason for this apparent 
change."-^" Sir Charles," replied Amanda, " 'tis 
time to , terminate this trifling." — ** Oh, let it then 
b^ terminated,*' said he with eagerness, ^* by your 
consenting to my happiness— by your accepting a 
baud tendered to you with the most ardent affections 
of my heart." With equal delicacy and tenderness 
iie then urg< d her acceptance of proposals, which 

were 
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wer^ as f^jditterested as the most ftfmandc g^nerniltf 
€roQ Id desire tbem to be. 

AmaTTda felt reallj concerned tliat he had made 
th<fin ; 'the grateful sensibility of her nature wa^ hurt 
at {he idea of gWing him pain. ^^ Believe me, Sir 
Charles," said she, '' I am truly sensible of the ho* 
hour of jottr addresses ; but I should deem myself 
vn\Vorthy of the faTonrable opinion which excited 
them, if I delayed a moment assuring you that 
friendship .was the only return in my power to make 
for them.»* 

'fhe impetuous passions of Sir Charles were now 
all in* commotion ; be started from fais chait, and 
traversed the apartment iu breathless agitation » ^' I 
will not, Miss Fittalan,'^ said he, resuniing his seat 
again, " believe yoa inflexible; I will not believe 
that yon can think I shall so easily resign an idea 
which I have so long cherished with rapture." — 
*< Surely, Sir Charles," said she, somewhat alarmed, 
** you cannot accuse me of having encouraged that 
~J4^a?" — ^^ Oh, no!" sighed he passionately; ** to, 
fee you were always uniformly cold." — ** And from 
whence then proceeded such an idea?" — " From the 
natural propensity we all have to deceive Ourselves, 
and to believe that whatever we wish will be accom^ 
plisbed. Ah, Miss Pitz^lan ! deprive me not ot so 
sweet a belief! I willniot, at present, urge yon to 
any material step to'which you are averse; I will 
only entreat for permission to- hope that time, per- 
severance, unremitted attention, may make some im- 
pression 
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p1r«99ioti dti 701I) and at last produce a change in nty 
favour."—** Never, Sir Charles, will I give rise to 
a hope whicli I think catrnot be realized ; a little 
reflection will convince you yon should not be dis* 
pleased at nvj being so explicit. We are at this 
moment both, perhaps, too much discomposed to 
render a longer conference desirable ; pardon me, 
therefore, if I iiolv terminate it; and be assured, I 
shaH never lose a grateful remembrance of the ho- 
nour jou intended m^, or forget, the friendship I 
professed for Sh* Charles Biugley.'' She then with* 
drew, without any obstruction from him ; regret aind 
d)sappointm4mt«eemed to have suspended his facul- 
ties — but it was a momentary sospension; and on 
recovertAgtheBi, he quitted the house. 

His pride at first urged htm to give tip Amanda fot 
ever; but his tenderness soon opposed this resolu* 

« 

tion. lie had, aa he himself acknowledged, a pro* 
pcnsity to believe that whatever he wished was easy 
to accomplish : this propensity proceeded from the 
easiness with which his inclinations had hitherto been 
gi'atifled. Flattering himself that the coldness of 
Amanda proceeded more from natural reserve than 
particular indifference to him, he. still hoped she 
might be induced to favour him : she was so sope* 
rtor, in his opinion^ to every woman he had seen— 
so truly calculated to render him happy, that, as the 
violence of offended pride abated, te resolved, with- 
OQt another effort, not to give iter up. Without 
knowing it, he had ramble to St. James's- square ; 

.;^^B0>\, and 
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and having heard of the friendship subsistiag between 
Lord Cherbury and Fitzalan^ he deemed his Lord- 
ship a proper person to apply to on the present oc* 
caslon ; thinlctng that^ if^ he interested himself Jn his 
faVour, he might y«t be successful. He accordingly 
repaired to his house, and was shewn into an apart- 
ment where the Earl and Lord Mortimer were sit* 
tiiig togethe r. After paf ing the usual eompiiments^ 
^^ I aoi come, my Lord,?' said; he, somewhat abrupt* 
]y, ^' to entreat your interest in an affair which ma« 
terially concerns my happiness ;^ and trust your 
liordsh'p will excuse my entreaty,, when I^nforrik 
you it relates to Miss Kitzalan." — ^The Earl, with 
much politeness, assured him he should ieel happy 
in having an opportunity. of serving. him; and said, 
^^' ho'did him but justice in supposing him particu- 
larly interested about Miss Fitzalan, not only as the 
daughter of hisold friend,, but from, her own great' 
merit.*' 

SirCharles^ then a oquain ted him with the proposals 
he had just made her, and her absolute rejection of 
them ; and expressed his hope that Lard Cherbury 
would try to influence her in his favour. — " 'Tjs 
very extraordinary indeed," cried his Lordship, 
<< that Miss Fitzalan should decline such an honour. 
able, such an advantageous pro[5os§[l. Are you 
sure. Sir Charles, there is no prior attachment in 
the case ?" — ^^ I never heard of one, my liord ; and 
I believe none exists." — Lord Mortimer's counte. 
nance lov> cred at this, but happily its gloom was un. 

perceived.—* 
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perceived. — ^' I will write to.day/' said the Early 
^^ to Mr* Fitzalan, aod mention your proposal to 
liim in the terms it deseryes : except authorized by 
him, you must, Sir Charles^ excuse my personal in* 
terference in the affair. I have no doubt indeed but 
he will approve of yovr addresses, and you may then 
depend on my seconding them with all my iuterest.'^ 
— ^ThiS' promise satisfied Sir Charles^ and he soon 
after withdrew* 

Lord Mortimer was now pretty well convinced of 
the state of Amanda's heart: under this conviction^ 
he delayed not many minutes,^ after Sir Charles's de- 
partnre, going to Pall-.Mall ^ and having particalarlj^ 
inquired whether Lady Greystock was out, and 
being answered in the affirmative, he ascended to 
the drawing.room, to which Amanda had agaiai 
returned* 



CHAF. 
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CHAP. X. 

Go bid the needle Us dear north forsalce. 
To which, With trembling rev'rence, it does Bend ; 

Go bid the stones a journey upward make; 
Qo bid th' aitfbkioiis fianie no more aaeend r 

And when these Mae to their old motions ytbVt, 

Then will I cease, thee, thee aloiie,.to love. Cpwi/XT* 

In an emotion of surprise at so nnexpected a visit^ 
the boot she "was reading dropped fram Amandaj 
and she arose in visible agitation. 

.^* I fear," said his Lordship, ** I 'liare intruded 
somewhat abruptly upon you ; but my apology for 
doing so mu6t be my ardent wish of using an oppor« 
tunity so propitious for a mutual eclaircissement — 
an opportunity I might, perhaps, Tainly seek agalo.'^ 
-^IJe took her trembling hand, led her to the sofa, 
and placed himself by her. As a means of leading 
to the desired eclaircissement ^ he related the agonies 
he had suffered at returning to Tudor Hall and find. 
ing her gone — gone in"* a manner so inexplicable^ 
that, the more he reflected on it, the more wretched 
he grew : he described the hopes and fears which 
ftlternatcly fluctuated in his mind during his conti- 
nuance in, Ireland, and which often droTe him into a 
•tate nearJy bordering on distraction : he mentioned 

tiL» 



tfie resoIntioT) (though painful in the efxtrcttift) which 
he hnd adopted on the first appearance of Sir Charles • 
Bingley's particohirftj ; and finally concluded by 
assuring her, notwithstanding all his incertitude and 
anxiety, his tenderness had never known diminution* 

Encouraged by this assurance, Amanda, withTC* 
stored composure, informed Him of the reason of her 
precipitate journey from Walesj and* the incidents 
which prevented her meeting him in Ireland, as h^ 
had expected : though delicacy forbade her dwelling^ 
like Lord Mortimer, on the wretchedness occasioned . 
by their separation and mutual misapprehensions of 
each other, she could not avoid touching upon it^ 
sufficiently indeed to convmce him she had been a 
sympathizing participator in all the uneasiness he had 
suffered. 

Restored to the confidence of Mortimer, Amanda 
appeared dearer to his soul than ever; pleasure 
beamed from his ej'es, -as he pressed her to his bo« 
soro, and exclaimed, <^ I may again call you mf 
own Amanda, again sketch scenes of felicity, and 
can upon you to realize them !" Yet, in the midst, 
of this transport, a sudden gloom clouded his coun.. 
tenance ; and after gaeing on her some minutes with 
pensive tende^rness, he fervently exclaimed, '^ Would 
to Heaven, in tiiis hour of perfect reconciliation, I 
could say that a;ll obstacles to our future happiness 
were removed !"-^-Amanda involuntariVy shuddered, 
and continued silent. — ^* That my father will throw 
difficulties in the way of our union, I cannot deny my 

apprehension 
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apprehension of," said Lord Mortimer : " tbougfr 
truly noble aud generous in his nature, he is somie^ 
timet, like the rest of mankind, infinenced by inte^ 
rested motirefr: he has long, from such motives, se^ 
his heart on a connexion with the Marquis of Roff. 
line's family. Though folly determined in my in. 
tentions, 1 have hitherto forborne an explicit decia- 
ration of them to him, tffusting that some propitious 
chance would yet second my wishes, and suTe me the 
painful necessity of disturbing the harmony which 
has erer subsisted between us,"—" Oh, my Lord," 
said Amanda, turning pale, and shrinking from him, 
^^ let me not be the onfortunate cause of disturbing 
that harmony 1 Comply with the wishes of Lord 
Cherbury ; marry Lady Euphrasia, and let me be 
forgotten."*— *< Amanda," cried his Lordship, " ac<» 
euse not yourself of being the cause of ^any. disagree- 
ment between ua^; had L n«rer seen yon, with re. 
spect io Lady Eiiphrasia, I should have fek th» 
same inability io comply with his wishes : to me^ 
her person is not more unpleasing than her mind. I. 
hare long been conrinced that wealth alone was in- 
sufficii nt to bestow felicity ; and hare erer consi«» 
dered the man who could sacrifice his* feelings at the 
shrine of Interest or Ambitioiv, degraded below the 
standard of huroainity ;- that, to marry, merely from 
selfish considerations,, was one of the most culpable^ 
most contemptible actions which could be commit.^ 
ted. To enter into such an union, I want the pro*, 
pensilies which can alone ever occfision it ; namely^, 

a Tiolenti 
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aTiolent passion for the enjojments oolj attainable 
through the medium oi wealth. Left, at an earif 
age, 'uncoB trolled master of my own actions, I 
drank freely of the cup of pleasuro, but found it 
soon pafi upon my taste ; it was, indeed, unmixed 
with any of those refined ingredients which can only 
please the intellectual appetite, amd might properly 
be termed the cup of false, instead of real pleasure. 
Thinking, therefore, as J do, that an union without 
loTe is abhorrent to probity and sensibility, and that 
the dissipated pleasures of life are not only prejudi- 
cial but tiresome, .1 naturally wish to secure to my« 
self domestic happiness ; but never could 4t be ex^ 
perlenced, except united to a woman whpm my rea- 
son thoroughly approved, who. should at once pos. 
sess my unbounded confidence and tenderest affec- 
tion, who should be not only the promoter of my 
joys, but the assuager of my cares. In you I have 
found such a woman ; -^nch u being, as I candidly 
confess, some time ago, I thought it impossible to 
meet with. To you I am bound by a sentiment even 
stronger than love — by honour ; and with real gra- 
titude acknowledge my obligatious in being permit. 
ted to atone, in some degree, for my errors relative 
to yon : Irat I will not allow my Amanda to sup- 
pose these errors proceeded from any settled depra- 
vity of soul ; allowed to be, as I have before said, 
my own master at an early period, from the natural 
thoughtlessness of youth, I was led into sceties i^hich 
the judgment of riper years has since severely con- 
demned : 
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46ma«4 : htve too oftea. I met ^iih T^omfn^ uriiiUse 
wajtAers, intead of chficdktDf, gare a laiHttMiB ^ itmtm 
dom-T-^wQiuefi tod, mihoy.from tibn^imiiittttiooa ifi4ifey 
kad ever/ ad\:aQtage thatcQuU be JOquisiite for ka^ 
;]^ro?ia^ aod refiniog their muids. Front coofrentiiig 
ivitfa' tiiem, 1 gradually imbllied a. pcefadioe agaiit«t 
th& vfhole sex ; and uAdj^r th»t pfciudioe firat boiiejd 
^ouy and fearM oilirar to doubt or to beUeve the 
iseality of the ianocence yen a^peav^d to posaoBS* 
Coiivittced at leagtii most fully, most happily con- 
'vlaeed of its reality, my prejudicea no longer re. 
inaiaed — they Taiuehed like mi«ts before the son, ov 
rather like the Ulufioos of falsehood before the in* 
fiuenoe of truth. Were those, my dear Amanda, of 
your sex, who, like ^ou, had the resistless power of 
pkasing, to use the faculties assigned them by a 
' IVoanteoas Providence in the cause of virtue, tiiey 
"would soon check the dissipation of the times^ 'Tis 
Impossible to express the power a beautiful form has 
over the humnn mind : that po^ver might be exerted 
for nobler purposes. Purity,- speaking from love* 
inspiring lips, would, like the Toioe of Adam's hea« 
^.enly guest, so sweetly breathe upon the ear, as mm. 
e^ivsibly to influence the heart: the libertine it cor- 
rected would, if not utterly hardened, reform ; no 
longer would he glory in his Tipes^ but, teodied and 
abashed, instead of destroying^ worship female vir- 
tue.-**- But I wander from the purpose of tny soul* 
Coririnced, as I am, of the dissimilarity between ihys 
father's iuaUnations ai^d mine^ I think it better ta 

giTt 



§^ no iiitimation of mj preset intentioofly whicb^ 
if permitted by yoti, I am uoalierablj determined 
»n fvlfiUiag, as I shoald cousider it as highly insult* 
ifig to him- to tncur his prohibition , and thon act in 
defianoo of it; thoagh my heart would, glory m 
avowing its choice. Th^ pe^ruli^ clrciinstances 1 
have just.mentioned will, I trust, induce my Aroaada 
to excuse a temporary concealment of it, till beyond 
the power of mortals to separate us. A private ami 
immediate union, the exigency of situation &nd the 
-security of felicity demand : I shall feel a trembling 
apprehension till I call you mine — life is too short 
to permit the waste of time in idle scruples and un« 
meaning ceremonies : the eye of suspicion has long 
rested upon us, and would, I am couYinced, effect & 
premature discovery, if we took not some measure 
to prevent it. Deem me not too precipitate, my 
Amanda," passing his arm gently round her waist, 
** if I ask you to-morrow night for the last sweet 
proof of confidence you can give me, by putting 
yourself under my protection. A journey to Scot- 
land is unavoidable : in the arrangements I shall 
make for it, all tha,t is due to delicacy I shall con. 
slder." — ^^ Mention it no more, my Lord," sai4 
Amanda, in a faltering accent ; '^ no longer delude 
yonr imagination or mine wilh the hopes of being 
united." 

Hitherto she had believed the approbation of Lord 
Cherbury to the wishes of his son would be obtained, 
ihfi moment he was cenvinced how jessential their' 

gratification ' 
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ffatificaUon wss to his felicity : shejndged of htw 
by her father, who^ she was convinced, if situations 
were reversed, would bestow her on Mortimer with* 
out hesttationi These ideas so nourished Jier attach, 
neot, that, like the vital parts of existence, it at 
length became painfully, almost fatally, susceptible 
•f every shock. Her dream of happiness was ovefi 
the moment she heard Lord Cherbury's consent was 
not to be asked, from a fear of its being refused. It 
was misery to be separated from Lord Mortimer ; 
but it was guilt and misery to marry him clandea- 
tinely, aftej* the solemn injunction her father had 
given her against such a step. The shock of dlsap* 
pointment could not be borne with composure — it 
pressed like a coM dead weight upon her heart : she 
trembled, . and unab'e to support herself, sunk 
against. the shoulder of Lord Mortimer, while a 
shower of tears proclaimied her agony. Alarmed by 
her emotion. Lord Mortimer hastily demanded its 
source, and the reason of the words which had just 
escaped ^er. — ** Because, my Lord," replied she, 
^^ 1 cannot consent to a clandestine measure, nor 
bear you should incur the displeasure of Lord Cher* 
bury on my account. Though Lady Euphrasia Su- 
therland is not agreeable, tiiere are many womea 
who,«with equal rank and fortune, possess the per« 
foctiofis suited to your taste. Seek for one of these; , 
choose from among them a happy daughter of prof, 
perity ; and let Amanda, untitled, unportloned, an^ 
tttif^leasiag io your father, retura to an obscurity 

which 
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ifUcU owe«f its Gomfoffts tc^ lii« foitorinfllouiity.'^--^ 
^^ Does this adrice,'^ asked? Lovd MortlflBor^ ^^ pt o* 
ceed fcMsAmaiidft's heart?" — ^^ Nb^" Mjplieift s)i<f^ 
ke^itatiagly, and SBiMing i&Rnigb hei teMs^ ^^ not 
fpom her beart, l^atfrom a btttsr cdunsellar^ lier 
veasoiB.'^ — ^^ And shaJt I uai obey thi ^ctsttuB nfi 
vesBony" repiffiflfc he^ ^^ in uncdog iny destiny t9 
jours ? Reaston dktedts m to seek happiiesff thrm)]^ 
▼irtiioiis Daeans ; and what nesns vsn- fto adapted for 
that parporse, iw aa unioii wUSt a beloTed and aEiff. 
able womaii ? No^ Amanda ; no titled daughter of 
prOfipeiity, to use your own Words, shall erer attract 
my aftiections from yon : ^ Imagination cannot form 
ft shape^ b^»fdes your own, to like of ^^ — a shape 
i^hich, ey'eti if despoiled of its graces, enshrines a 
mrndso transcendeotly lovely, as to secure my admiw 
ration. In choosing you as the partner of ray future 
days, I do not infringe the moral obligation which 
exists between father and son ; for as, on the one 
hand, it does hot require weak indulgence, so, on 
the oilier, it does not demand implicit obedience, if 
reasron and happiness must be sacrificed by it. No- 
thing would have tempted me to propose a private 
union, buf the hope of escaping many disagreeable 
eireumst^nces by it. If you persist, however, in 
rejecting it, I shall openly aVovr ray intentions ; for 
a IXHiger continuance of anxiety and siis^nse I can. 
not support." — '' Dd you think then," said Aman. 
da, ^' I would enter your fiinnty amidst ccH^fosloa 
and altercation ? No, my^Lord; rashly orclandeit^ 
VOL. !!• B tiaeljr 
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iiwely f never will i^onsent to enter it.^'-—^^ Is tfait 

the happiness I promised m^-self would crown our 

Teconciliation ?" exclaimed Lord Mortimer, rising 

iiastily, and traversing the apartment : ^^ Is an ;0b- 

stinate adherence to rigid punctilio the only proof of 

regard I shall receive from Amanda? Will«he make 

no trifling sacrifice to the man who adores her, and 

whom she professes to esteem ?" — *' Any sacrifice, 

my Lord, compatible with virtue and filial duty, 

most willingly would I make ; but beyond these 

limits I must not, cannot, will not step. Cold, 

joyless, and unworthy of your acceptance, would 

be the hand you would receive, if given against my 

conviction of what was right. Oh, never may the 

hour arrive, in which I should bUish to see my fa« 

ther, in which I should be accused of injuring the 

honour entrusted to my charge, and feel oppressed 

with the consciousness of having planted thorns in 

the breast that depended on me for happiness !" — 

*' Do not be^ too inflexible, my Amanda," cried 

Lord Mortimer, resuming his seat, '' nor suffer too 

great a degree of refinement to involve you in 

; Wrc^tchedness. Felicity is seldom attained without 

W i^mcpain: a little resolution, on your side, would 

•^ overcome any difficulties that lie between us and it. 

; "When the act was past, my fath^er would naturally 

' lose his resentment, from perceiving its inefficacy , and 

family concord would speedily be restored : Araminta 

adores you — with rapture would she receive her dear 

,and lovely sister to her bosom : your father, happy 

in 
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in jofur faappuiess, would be conTioced Bir notion* 
heretofore were too scrupalovs ; and that, in com*, 
plyfng with my wishes, you had neither violated 
your own delicacy, nor tariiished hia honour. ">-** 
>^ Ah, my Lord ! your arguments have not the effect 
you desire-— I cannot be deluded by them, to view 
things in the light you wish.. To unite myself clan^. 
destinely to you, would be to fly in the face of pa- 
rental authority ; to be proposed to Lord Cherbury, 
when almost certain of a refusal, would not only 
subject me to insult, but dissolTo the friendship 
which has hitherto subsisted between his Lordship 
and my father. Situated as we are, our only expe« 
.dient is to separate ; 'tis absurd to think longer of a 
connexion against which there are such obstacles* 
The task of trying to forget will be easier to you^ 
my Lord, than you now perhaps imagine ; the scenes 
. you must be engaged in are well calculated t<y ex* 
. punge painful remembrances. In the retirement 'my 
destiny has doomed me to, my efforts will not bo 
wanting to render me equally successful." The tears 
trickled down Amanda's pale cheeks as she spoke ; 
she belieyed that they must part, and the belief wa$ 
attended with a pang of ui^utterable anguish. 

Pleased and pained by her sensibility. Lord Mer« 
timer bent forward and looked in her^ace. ^' Art 
these tears," said he, ^^ to enforce me to^ the only 
expedient you say remains? .Ah, my Amanda I'* 
clasping her to his breast, '' the task of forgettin^^ 
you could neTer be accomplished^ ^uld nerer ba 

H 2 attempted t 
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HKtiMBptei: life would he tastelesy^ if not spent wiA 
yeu>\ Nev^r w-ill I retuiqaisll'' tbe delightfdl bope of 
.^» iMion yet taking plftce.-^A suddvii thought,^' ro- 
-turned-he, after pftusing^ a fenr/minuites, ^^ kas JHst 
oooaited : 1 haT« aa ao&t) the oi|]y remaioing^ter 
ef Lovd Ciio9b^)s, ageiierou^, te&dor^ -exalted wo- 
man : 1 li^TO ever been ker partipulapfevowite : my 
AiDanda, I know, k tke very- li^ind ef^ bei&g ske 
^onid select, if tho ck«iee devolved on hev, for my 
wifc. She m non^ ^ the countiy. I viH write im. 
medifttety, infovm kev of our sitttation, and eBitreat 
her to come op to town, to use ker UiAaeece witii 
my ftilhep in our ifrveuis Her fortuae is large^ from 
the be<|ee6t of a riek rdation ; and fromr the geoe- 
irosity of her disposition, f have no d<ottbt she wouM 
rend^ the h>s8 of Lady Eupbiasta'H forto^iie Yery 
l«m»tei^lal to hev* iNPother. Tkis is the oi>ly echeme 
i can poesik^y devise for tbe cofi»pletk>a of onr kap. 
pkiess, aceord^ to your l^otions; and i hope it 
•«eet»-yoHr approbation.*^ 

it appeared* kideed^ feasible one to Amandli ; and 
a9*)ts<^«iM Bot posslWy excite any ideas unfaTour- 
abietoher father's iategrity, she gave het» consent 
to its being trkd^ fi^ heart felt Believed of an op- 
pressive load, as tlie kopa revived that it migkt be 
'accomplished.- liord- Mortimer wiped away her 
tears; and the ch)Hd wkich kung over them both 
being d4spei«ed, they tal^ked with f^Wsure of ftt^ure 
"days. Lord' Mortimer described tile varions schemes 
ke had planned fbr tikeir mode of life : Amanda 

smiled 
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smiled at tlie easiness with which he contrived thetn^ 
and secretly wished' he might find it a^eaSj to tealise 
as to project. — " Though the retired p£|th of life,'*, 
said he, ^^ might be -.more agreeable to u« than the 
ft^quented and pttblic one, we must make some little^ 
saCritice of inclination to the eommanity to which w«^ 
belong: on an elevated station, and affluent fortnnoyr 
theroarO claims from subordinate ranks which can« 
not foe avoided without injuring them : neither should 
I wish to hide the beaatiful gem I shall posisess in 
obscurity j but after a winter of what I call modeu. 
rate dissipation, we will hasten to the sequestered 
shades of Tudor Hall." — He dwelt with pleasure on. 
tiie cftitn and. rational joy«^ iheiy should expedience 
there; nor could forbear hinting at the period wheil 
new tendernessies-, new sympathks^ would be awakenv 
ed in theiiveoals ;- whenlittle prattling hemg$ should 
frolic before them, and^literallystreW roses in their 
paths. He expressed his wish of having Fitsalan a 
constant Resident with them ;v ani) was proceeding' to- 
mention some alterations he intended at Tudor Hall^> 
when the. return of Lady Greystock's carriage ^fiec« 
tually disturbed htm. Lord Mortimer, however^ had 
time to assure Amanda, ere* she (entered the room^ 
that he had noidoubt but every thing would be soon 
settled according to- their wishes ; and that he woAld 
take every opportnni^ her Ladyship's absence gtve 
him,; of visiting her. • -• 

'' So, so P' said Lady Greysteck, coming into the. 
room, ^^this has been Miss Fitealaa's r tetec-dAy 1« 

H 3 Why, 
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Why, I declare, mj dear, ndw that I know ot the 
agreeable tife-.d^iites jou can enjoy, I shall feel do 
uneasiness at leaTing yoa to yourself." 

Amanda bl ashed deeply ; and Lord Mortimer 
thought in thiy speech he perceited a degree of 
irony, which seemed to say all was not right in the 
speaker's heart towards Amanda ; and on this ac 
count, he felt more anxious than ever to have her 
vnder his own protection. Animated by the id^z 
that this would soon be the case, he told her Lady- 
ship, smiling, she should be obliged to him, or any 
other person^ who could relle?e her mind from uik 
«asiness, and departed. 

This had been a busy and interesting day to 
Amanda ; and the variety of emotions it had giren 
vise to, produced a languor in her -mind and frame 
she could not shake oif. Her expectations were not 
so sanguine as Lord Mortimer^s : once severely dis- 
appointed, she dreaded' again to give too great a lati* 
tude to hope: happiness was in view, but she doubt* 
ed much whether it would ever be within her reach ; 
yet the pain of suspense she endeavoured to alleviate, 
by reflecting that every event was under th^ direction 
of a Superior Being, who knew best what would 
constitute the felicity ^f his creatures. 

Lady Greystock learned from her maid the lengtb 
of Lord Mortimer's visit ; and she was convinced, 
from that circilmistance^ as well as from the looks 
and absent mavner of Amanda, that something ma- 
terial had haj^i^ed in the cour$e of it. In the even* 

inj 
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ing they were engaged to a party ; and, ere they 
separated after dinner to dress for it, a plain-looking: 
-woman was shewn into the room, whom Amanda in- 
stantly recollected to be the person at whose house 
she and her father had lodged oi» quitting Devon* 
shire, to secrete themselves from Colonel fielgrare* 
This woman had been bribed to serre him, and had 
forced several letters upon Amanda, who therefore 
naturally abhorred the sight of a person that had 
joined in so infamous a plot against her; and to hep 
exclamation of surprise and pleasure, only returned 
a cool bow, and directly left the room. She was 
vexed at seeing this woman : the conduct of Cblonet' 
B«Igrave had hitherto been concealed, from motives 
of pride and delicacy ; and to Lady Greystock, of 
all other beings, she wished it not revealed V h^ only 
hope of its not being so was, that this woman, on 
her own account, would not mention it, as she must 
be conscious that her efforts to serve hira were not 
iindiscovered. 

Mrs. Jennings had been housekeeper to Lady 
Greystock during her residence in England, and so 
successfully ingratiated herself into her esteem, that 
though dismissed from her service, she yet retained 
her favour* Lady Greystock was surprised to see 
that she and Amanda knew each other, and inquired 
minutely how the acquaintance had commenced. 
The manner in which she mentioned Amanda, con. 
tinced Mrs. Jennings she was not high in h^ estima. 
tion ; and froiB this conviction, she thought she 

Ji 4 might 
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VHght «afe]^ assert any fakehood she pleased agaioft 
iier. As sbe knew cveagh ol her ladyship's dispo* 
sidoQ to be assai^d she uerer would coatf adici ^an 
assejrtuMi to the prejudice of a person ehe disUli^y 
bf w4iat she designed sayiag, she trusted any thing 
Aoauda ntght say agasust her would &ppeax mallei. 
0iis, and thait ahe shoald also ba revenged ior tib^ 
Afldainfal air wiitb wUfih«^ had Mgiirded her. She 
fold ber LadysMp that,.aear a ^x;ar httcky Mm F>te« 
ahm hsid bee» a Wdger of hers, as aJso an <Ud officer 
tike caiilfd her fa^iier ; buit had she knew a vfhal kiad 
of p<^ople tbey were^ she never wouki hare admitted 
them nito her. house. Miss was followed by such a 
wet of gaUaafts, ahe veaiily thought the reputatloa ^C 
ber Jiomae would hai^e been ruflned : ajaosig them was 
a Cohflnel fieigraTe, ji aad nUbe, ivhjo, she belie¥ed» 
was the ittwouxitt* She was deteimkied on making 
ihea deesoip,. wfaeBsiiddeoIy Miss ureut^oWy f^ciie^j 
knew whei«^bitt it iNght be easHy guessed : «sbe, did 
not travel alone, for the Colonel disappeai>ed at .tho 
saflse tuoe* , , . 

The chtfaetor of Fitzalan, and the uniforia prot 
l^ety oi Ajaaada's CMHiducti forbade Lady Grey^ 
^fas^k's gimg imp^cit credit to what Mrs. Jennings 
aaid ; she perceive^in it the exaggerations of sialics 
9»d £aiflebood^ ^ecasi^Mued^ sl^e supposjed, by disap* 
pointed avarice^ or oiended pride. She resolved, 
howeyer, to relate ali she had heard tp.the Marchio- 
Bessi witboDHt betrayiog the JvaaUest doubt of its wem 

• . It 
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It may appear strange that Lady Grey^otfi:^ after 
taking Amanda^ unsolicited^ usider ber protection^ 
should, without any cause for enmity, seek to injure 
her : but Lady Greystock was a woman deyoid ot 
principle ; from selAsh motives sheha^^ken Amanda); 
and from selfish motives she wa9 ready to sacrifice her. 
Her Ladyship had enjoyed so much happiness in her 
matrimpnial connexions, that she had no^objectioo. 
again to center the Usts of Hymen ; and.Lord Cher- 
bury was the object at which her present wishes 
pointed. The Marchipness had hinted, in pretty plain 
terms, that, if sh^ counteracted Lord Mortimer's re*, 
specting Amanda, she would forward hers relative tp 
Lord Cherbury. She thought wliat Mrs. Jennings^ 
had alledged would effectually forward their plans^. 
as she.knew, if c^led upon^ she would support it.. 
The next moimiog she went to Pprtman-square, to^ 
communicate her important iatellig^nce to the HlfiATr 
chioness and Lady Euphrasia. ., 

Joy and exultation sat upon their features at r^- 
eeiying this interesting communication,, which opened' 
so charming a. prospect of separating LordMpr timer 
from Ajnapda, by giving^ them the power of injuring:, 
her cliaracter^ This joy and ex]:ptati0n; they deepie^. 
requisijte for some time, to conoaal-: they considered-, 
tlieir measures wouldv be , more successful for being, 
gradually brought about, and therefore resolved ra* 
tber^ to undf^rmine than, directly strilsto^t the peape^ 
of An^anda. Like Lady Grey stctc^ they disbellevedr 
Mtsa Jenningj^^s taJo ; .but,.. Itk^-her Ladyship, ,- eoi^ 

a 5. fined: 
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iined this disbelief to their own bosoms. In the 
isaiiner, the appearance of Amanda, there \^'as an 
innocence, a mildness, that denoted something holy 
dwelt within her breast, and forbade the entrance of 
any impure or ipay ward passions ; besides, from a 
gentleman who had resided in Devonshire, they 
learned the distress Fitzalan was reduced to, by Bel- 
graye's rerenge for the virtue of his daughter. This 
gentleman was now, however, on the Continent; 
and they had no fear of their allegations against 
Amanda being contradicted, or their schemes against 
her being orerlhrown. After some consulfation, it 
was agreed, as a means of expediting their plot, that 
Lady Greystock and Amanda shonld immediately 
remove to the Marchioness's house ; by this change 
of abode, too, Lord Mortimer wouKl be prevented 
taking any material step relative to Amanda, till the 
period arrived when his own inclination would most 
probably render any further trouble on that account 
Tinnecessary. 

Lady Greystock, on her return io Pali-Mall, after 
a warm eulogium on the friendship of the Marchto. 
jj^ss, mentioned the invitation she had given them to 
;|ier house, which she declaied she could not refuse, 
«s It was made from an ardent desire of enjoying 
ODore of their society than »he had hitherto dorie 
■^ Glaring their «hort' stay in London. She also told 
Amanda, that both the Marchioness and Lady £u. 
ykrasia had expressed a tender regard for her, and u 
m^ of proving to the world thatai>j coolness which. 

existed 
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existed between their families was removed, hy her 
becoming their guest. 

This projected removal was extremely disagree* 
able to Amanda, as it not only terminated, the morn* 
ing interviews which were to take place between her 
and Lord Mortimer, during- the absence of Lady 
Greystock with her lawyers, but threatened to im«> 
pose a restraint upon her look« as well as actions ; 
being, confi^nt, from the views and. suspicions of 
Lady Euphrasia,, she should continually be watched 
with the closest circumspeotion. Her. part, how* 
ever, was acquiescence: the lodgings >were discharg- 
ed, and. the next morning they took up. their resi- 
dence under the Marquis of Rosllne^s roof, to the 
infinite surprise and mortification of Lord Mortimer, 
who, like Amanda, anticipated the disagreeablecon* 
sequences which would result from it. 

The altered manners of the Marchioness and Lady 
Euphrasia surprised Amanda : they received her not 
merely with politeness, but affection ; recapitulated 
all Lady Greystock'^had^'^^eady said concerning: 
their regard, bade her consider herself entirely at* 
home in their house,, and appointed a maid solely ta 
attend her. Notwithstanding theis:. former cool, even 
oontemptuous cfHtdhct, Amandsr, the child of inno- 
cence and simplicity^ could net believe the. alteration 
in their manners feigned ;. she rather belSeved that . 
her own patience and humility had, at length concili- 
ated theif' regard. The idear pleased her, -and 'like - 
every, other/ wJiich? she supposed; could give ber* 

u.Q-< lathav^ 
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father sadsfection, it was iostantly communicated 
to him. 

She found herself most agreeably mistakeo relative 
to the restraint she had feared — she was perfect mis^ 
tress of her own time and actions : and when sh^ 
law Lord Mortimer, no lowering looks, no studied ' 
interference, as heretofore, from the Marchioness or 
Lady Eyphrasia, prevented their frequeotly-conver. 
sing together. The Marchioness made ^her several 
elegant presents; and I^ady Euphrasia frequently 
dropped the formal appellation of Miss Fitzalan, 
for the more familiar one of Amanda. 

Sir Charles Bingley, agreeable to his resolution of 
not relinquishing Amanda without another effort for 
her favour, stil! persisted in his attentions, and visit- 
ed constantly at the Marquis's. Amanda had been 
about a fortnight in Port man .square, when she went 
one night with the Marchioness, Lady Euphrasia, 
Miss Malcolm, and Lady Greystock,. to the i?an- 
theott. Lord Mortimer told her that, if he |)ossibly 
could leave a particular party he was engaged to, lie 
would be there. She therefore,, on that account, 
wished to keep herself disengaged : but immediately 
©n her entrance, she was j-oined by Sir Charles Bing- 
ley ; and she found she must either dance with him, 
lis he requested, or consent to listen (o his usual 
f onversation ; and she chose the first, as being the 
least particular. 

The danding over, Sir Ghartes was condiicting her ^ 
io get som^ refreshment, when a gentleman hastily 

stepping 
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Stepping forward, salated him by his BAine. Amanda 
Parted at the sonad of the voice; she raised her 
«yes,. and. with equai horror and surprise, beheld 
Col0iiel Belgraire. She turned pale, trembled, and 
tnvokintarily exclaimed, ^^ Gracious Heayen !" — 
Her soul recoiled at his.sigkt, as if iin evil genius had 
suddenly darted into her path, to blast her hopes of 
happiness. Sickening with emotion,* her head grew 
fiddy, and she catight Sir Charles's arm, to prevent 
her falling. 

Alarmed by her paleness and agitation, he hastily 
demanded the cause of her disorder ; willing to be^ 
lie?e, notwithstanding what he had seen, that it did 
Bot proceed from the sight of Colonel Belgrave.-^ 
^* Oh, take me, take, me from this room !" was all, 
in faUering accents, Amanda could prononnce, still 
leaning on him for support.^ — Colonel Belgrave in- 
quired tenderly what he could do to serve her, and 
at the. same time^ attempted to take her hand. She 
shrunk from Im touch, with a look expressive of 
horror ; and again besought Sir Charles to take her 
from the room, and procure her a conveyance home. 
Her agitation now became contagious; it was visible 
-to Sir Charles that it proceeded from seeing Colonel 
lielgrave, and he trembled as he supported her.-r- 
Beigrave ottered his services in assisting to support 
her from the room, but she motioned .with her hand 
to repulse him. 

At the door. they met Lord IVIortim^r, entering. 
Terri^d by the fiituation of Amanda, all ci^ution, s^U 

reserve. 
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reserve, forsook him, and his rapid and impassioned 
inquiries betrayed the tender interest she had in hjji 
heart. Unable to answer them herself, Sir Gbasleg 
replied for her, saying, she had been taken extremely 
ill after dancing ; and added, he would resign her to 
his Lordship's protection, while he went to procure 
her a chair. 

Lord Mortimer received the lovely trembler in his 
arms : he softly called her his Amanda, the baloved 
of his soul, and she began to revive: his presence 
was at once a relief and comfort to her, and his lan* 
.goage soothed the perturbation- of her mind. Buty 
as she raised her head from his shonlder, she beheld 
Colonel Belgrave standing near them, his invidious 
eyes fastened on her ; 'she averted her head, a,nd ssif^ 
' ing the air would do her good, Lord Mortimer led 
her forward, and took this opportunity of express- 
ing his wishes for the period when he should be at 
liberty to watch over her with guardian care, sootL 
every weakness, and soften every trouble. 

In a few minutes Sir Charles returned, and told 
her he had procured a chair. She thanked him with 
grateful sweetness for his attention, and requested 
Lord Mortimer to acquaint the ladies with the rea- 
son of her abrupt departure. His Lordship wished. 

» 

himself to have attended her to Portman-sqnare ; 
but she thought it would appear too particular, and 
vould not suffer him. 

She retired to her room immediately on her re. 
^nrn, and endeavoured^ though unsuccessfully, to 

compose 
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loompose her spirits : the distress she suffered from 
Belgrave's conduct had left an Impression on her 
mind which could not be erased. The terr4>r his 
presence inspired was too powerful for reason to 
conquer, and raised the most gloomy presages in her 
mind : she believed him capable of any Tillany — his 
looks had declared a continuance of illicit loye. She 
trembled at the idea of his stratagems being renewed ; 
her Tip prehensions were doubly painful, frotn the 
necessity of concealment, lest thpse dearer to her, 
than existence should he involved in danger on her 
account. To Heaven she looked up for protection; 
and the terrors of her heart were somewhat lessened, 
conscious that Heaven would render the aims of Bel. 
grave against her peace as abortive as those against 
^er innocence had been. 

Sir Charles Bingley parted from Lord Mortimer 
immediately after Amanda^s departure, and returned, 
arro.in-arm with Belgrave, to the room. '^ BeU 
■grave," said he abruptly, after musing some minutes, 
" you know Miss Fltzalan?" — Belgrave answered 
not hastily; he appeared as if deliberating on the 
reply he should give. At last — '' I do know Miss 
Fitzalan,'* cried he : ^' her father was my tenant in 
Devonshire. She is one of the loveliest girls I ever 
knew" — ^^ Lovely indeed IV said Sir Charles, with 
a deep and involuntary sigh : ^^ But it is somewhat 
-extraordinary to me, that, instead of noticing you 
as a friend or acquaintance, she should look alarmed 
-and agitated, as if «he had -seen an enepty."-^^^ My 

deal* 
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dear Bingley," exclaimed BeJgra?e, '^ surely, at thif^ 
time of day, you camiot be a stranger to the unac- 
countable caprices of the female mind."— ^^ 'Tis ferj 
extraordinary to me, I own," resumed Sir Charles,* 
'' that Miss Fitzalan i|)iould behave as. she did ta 
you. Were you and her family ever very intimate?'^' 
— An invMious smile lurked on Belgrare's counte-i 
nance at this question. — ^^.Belgrave,'! exclaimed Sin 
Charles passionately, '' your manner appears .so 
mysterious, that it distracts me. If friendship^ will 
not induce you to account for it, my intentions rela- 
tive to Miss Fitzalan, will compel, ma to insist oik 
your doing so." — '' Come, come, Bingley," replied 
the Colonel, '' this is not a country for extorting 
confession. However, seriously, you might depend, 
on my honour, exclusive of ray friendship, to con? 
ceal nothing from you in which you were, materially 
interested." So saying, he snatched away his.arm,. 
rushed into the crowd, and instantly disappear^. . 

This assurance, however, could not cajim the^.dis^ 
quietude of Sir Charles ; his soul was to>rtured with 
impatience and anxiety for an explanation of the 
mystery which the agitation of Amanda, and the 
evasive answers of Belgrave, . had betrayed. He 
sought'the latter through the room, till convinced of 
his departure ; and resolved, thenezt morning,- itr 
entreat him to deal candidly with him* 

Agreeable to this resolution, he .was preparing, 
after breakfast, for his v^sit, when a letter wii». 
brought him, which coutaiued the following lines :-r- 

" If 
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" If Sir Charles Binglcy has flie 
least regard for his honour or tranquillity, he wilt 
immediately relinquish his intentions relative to Miss 
Fitzalan. This caution comes from a iwncere friend, 
from -a person whom delicacy, not want of yeracityj 
urges to this secret mode of giving it/' 

Sir Cfasarles pemsed and reperased the letter, aa if 
dou1><ii»g the evidefice ••f hi6 eyes. He at last fiun^ 
it from lum, and coping his hands together, ex* 
ciawned, -^^ Tins is indeed a i^orrilirle exf^anation 1? 
< — Fie took vp the detested paper ; again be exampiip., 
ed the chasaciers^ and reoogmsed the wHtiDg of Co. 
loael Belgrare^ fie hastily enaitched up his hat, and 
4rith the paper in his hand, fieir directly to his house c 
the Cofonel mais^ ^0Be«r^<< Belgrvr«^". .said Sir 
Charies, in. almost, htieatiiless agitsKtieA) ^f are you 
the author. i«»f this ietter ?". pmeiitiDg it., to him« 
Bel grave, took it, vead it, but continued silent. — 
^' Oh Beigraye !" exclaimed Sir Charles, in a voice 
iremiilipg .with agony,. ^^ plty.aod relieve my sus*^ 
pease 1" — " I am th^, .a«th<>r of it," replied BeU 
grave, with soJemnity ; ^^ Miss Fitzalan and I were 
once tenderly attached. I trust I am no ddiberate^, 
libertine ; but when a lovely seducing girl was 

thrown purposely in my way " — '' Oh stop !" 

said Sir Charles ; ^' to me any extenuation of your 
conduct is unnecessary ; 'tis suf&cicat to know that 

Miss 
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Miss Fitzalan and I are for erer separated.^ H&r 
emotion overpowered him ; he leaned on a table, and 
covered his face with a handkerchief. ^^ The shock 
I have received," said he, '^ almost unmans me. 
Amanda was, alas! I mast say, is dear, inexpressibly 
dear, to my soul : I thought her the most loveFj) the 
most inestimable of women ; and the anguish I now 
feel is more on her account than my own — 1 can- 
not bear the idea of the contempt which may fall 
upon her. Oh Belgrave ! 'tis melancholy to beboM 
a human being so endowed by nature as she is, in. 
-sensible or unworthy of her blessings! Amanda,*^ 
he continued, after a pause, ^^ never encouraged me ; 
I therefore cannot accuse her of intending deceit." 
— ^^ She never encouraged you," replied Belgrave^ 
^' because she was amfattiou&of a higher title. Aman- 
da, beneath a specious appearance of innocence, 
conceals a light disposition and a designing heart : 
she aspires to Mortimer's hand, and may probably 
Succeed, for his language and •attentions to her last 
night were those of a tender lover." — ^^ I shall re» 
turn immediately to Ireland," said Sir Charles, ^^ and 
■endeavour to forget I have ever seen her. She has 
made me indeed experience all the fervency of love, 
and bitterd^jss of disappointment : what I felt for 
ker, I thinWI shall never again feel for any woman & 

* I'll lock up all the gates of love. 

And on m^ eyelids shall conjecture hang, 
,V To turn all beauty into thoughts of harnv 

- And never more shall it he graciouE.." 

St 
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Sir Charles Biogley and Colonel Belgrffre, fn early 
life, had contracted a friendship for each other, 
which time had strengthened in one, but reduced to 
a mere shadow in the other. On meeting the Colonel 
nnexpectedlj in town, Sir Charles haid informed him 
of his intentions relative to Amanda. His heart 
throbbed at the mention of her name — fie had long 
endeavoured to discover her : pride, love, and re- 
venge, were all concerned in the accomplishment of 
his designs, which disappointment had only stimu* 
lated. He was one of those determined characters 
which never relinquish a purpose, *^ though heaven 
and earth that purpose crossed." The confidence 
Sir Charles reposed in him, joined to his warm and 
unsuspicious temper, convinced him he would be 
credulous enough to believe any imputation heshouM 
cast on Amanda ; he therefore lost no time in con. 
triving this execrable scheme, without the smallest 
compunction for destroying the reputation of an 
innocent girl, or injuring the happiness of an amiable 
man. Removed from the protection of her father, 
he believed his destined victim could not escape the 
^nare he should spread for her ; and as a means of 
expediting his success, under the appearance of feeU 
ing, urged Sir Charles's return to Ireland. 

The easy credit which Sir Charles gave to the vile 
allegations of Belgrave cannot be wondered at, when 
his long intimacy and total ignorance of his real cha. 
racter are coFnsidered. He knew 6e)jrave to be a 
gay man, l>at he never imagined htm to be* a har. 

. dened 
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deoed libertine ; besides^ he neyer could hare ^up-* 
posed any man would have been so audacious, or 
sufficiently base, ^. to make such an assertioo as- 
BelgraTe had done against Amanda, without truth 
for its support. The errors of his friend, though 
the source of unspeakable anguish to him, were 
more jpitied than condemned; as he believed that 
they proceeded rather from the impetuosity of pas-^ 
sion, than the deliberation of design, and that they 
were long since sincerely repented of, Amanda 
could not be forgotten— the hold she had on his 
heart could not easily be shaken off; and, Hke the 
recording angel, he was often tempted to drop a 
tear over her faults, and oblit^ate them for eyer 
from his memory. This, however, was considered 
the mere suggestion of weakness, and he ordered 
immediate preparatioiis to be made for his ceturn ta 
Ireland. 
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CHAP. XI. 

O^ liow thi» tyf ant Doubt tormenb mj bneastr! 
Hy tliouglits, l^Ee.binia, wJ^o, frighted from tbor reoi^ 
Around the pla^e, where all w$us husb:'d«befi)r«A . 
• Flutter,, and hardly settle any more. Qtwat. 

Lord Mortimer, distressed by the indisposition of 
'Amanda, hastened, at an earlier hoar than usual for 
liis morning yisits^ to Portntan-square, and was 
ushered into Lady Euphfasia's dressing-room, where 
she and Miss Malcolm, who had continued with her 
the precedfng nighty were sitting tite-d-tSte at break- 
fast. His Lordship was a welcome visitor ; but it 
was soon obtious on whose account he had made his 
appearance ; for scarcely were the usual cbmpH- 
ments over, ere he inquired about Miss Fitzalan-. — 
Ladj Euphrasia saifl slie was still unwell, and h«d 
not yet left her apartment. — *^ She hiis not recovered 
her surprise of last night," exclaimed Miss Malcolm, 
with a malicious smile.—'' What surprise?" asked 
his Lordship. — ^^ Dear ihe!" replied Miss Malcolm, 
** was not your Lordship present at the time she 
met edlonelBfelgrave?"— " No," said Lord* !Vf or. 
timer, changing colour, *' I was not present. But 
what has Colonel Belgrave to say to Miss Fltzalan ?" 

asked 



16(^ CHILDREN or THE ABBBT. 

fisked he in an agitated voice. — ^' That is a question 
your Lordship must put to the young lady herself," 
answered Miss Malcolm* — *' Now I declare^" cried 
Lady Euphrasia, addressing her.|riead, " 'tis very 
probable her illness did not proc^|Rl,.ffom seeing Co. 
lonel Belgrave; you know sHe never mentioned 
l>eing acquainted with him, though her father was 
liis tenant in Devonshire. "—^Lord Mortimer grevr 
tnore disturbed, and rose abruptly. Lady Euphrasia 
mentioned their intention of going that evening to 
the play, and invited him to be of the party. He 
accepted her invitation, and retired. 

His visible distress was a source of infinite mirth 
to the young ladies, which they indulged the mo- 
ment he quitted the room. The circumstance rela- 
tive to Belgrave the Marchioness had informed them 
of, as she and Lady Greystock were near Amanda 
when she met him. 

Lord Mortimer was unhappy: the mind which has 
once harboured suspicion, will, from the most trivial 
circumstance, be tempted again to give admission to 
the un pleasing guest : nor was it a trivial circum.^ 
stance which discomposed the too susceptible heart 
of Mortimer ; the sudden illness of Amanda, her ex- 
traordinary agitation, her eagerness to quit the room, 
the close though silent attendance of Belgrave, ail 
these, I say, when recalled to recollection, gave an 
air of probability to Miss Malcolm's insinuation, 
that her disorder was occasioned by seeing him. — 
From residing more constantly in England than Sir 

Charles 
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Charles Bingley had done, he had more opportaQk 
ties of learning Belgrave's real character, which he 
knew to be that of a professed libertine. It was 
strange, he thought, that, when Amanda informed 
him ishe once resided in Devonshire, she should con- 
ceal her father being the Colonel's tenant. He be«. 
gam to think her reluctance to a clandestine and im- 
mediate marriage might haye proceeded from some 
secret attachment, and not from the strict adherence 
to filial duty, which had exalted her so much in his 
opinion. Yet the idea was scarcely formed, ere he 
endeavoured to suppress it : he started, as if from 
an uneasy dream, and wondered how he couJd have 
conceived this, or any other idea, injurious to Aman- 
da — he felt a degree of remorse at having allowed 
her for a moment to be lessened in his opinion. Her 
tenderness, her purity, he said to himself, could not 
be feigned ; no, she was a treasure greater than he 
deserved to possess ; nor would he, like a wayward 
son of error, fling away the happiness he had so 
long desired to obtain. 

The calm this resolution produced was but tran- 
sient — doubts had been raised, and doubts could not 
be banished : he was inclined to think them unjust, 
yet had not power to dispel them. Vainly he applied 
to the ideas which had heretofore been such consola- 
tory resources of comfort to him, namely, that hi^ 
father would consent to his union with Amanda, 
through the interference of his aunt, and the felicity 
he should enjoy in that union ; an unusual heaviness 

clung 



clung to kis Heart, whicb, Irke a gioomy sky, cast s 
shadie of sadness orer ejerj prwpect. Thoughtful 
and pensire, he readied' home just as Sir Charfes 
Binglej was entering the door, who informed him 
he had just received a note from Lord Cherbnry, 
desiring his immediate presence. 

Lord Mortimer attended htm to the Earl, who 
acquainted him that he had receired' a letter from 
Mr. Fitzahm, in which he expressed a warm sen^e of 
the honour Sir Charles did his family by addressing 
Miss Fitzalan ; and that to hare her united to a cha. 
racter so truly estimable, would give him the truest 
happiness, from the conviction that hers would be 

Secured by such a union. ^^ He has written to his 

■i 

daughter, expressing his sentiments," continued Lord 
Cherbury ; " I have therefore no doubt. Sir Charles, 
but that every thing 'will succeed as you wish.'* — 
" I am sorry, my Lord,*' cried Sir Charles, with 
an aglteted voice, a-nd a cheek fltished' with emotion, 
** that I ever troubled' your Lordship in this af&ir, 
as I have now, and for ever, relinqnished all ideas of 
an unioTi" with Miss Fitzalan." — ^^ The resolution is 
really somewhat extraordmary and sudden," replied 
the Earl, " affer the conversation which so lately 
passed between us." — « Adopted, however, ray 
Lord*, from a thorotrgh convictton that happiness' 
could ntfver be attained in a union with th^t young 
lady." Sir Cliarles's tenderness for Amanda was 
still undiminished' ; he wished to prcfserve her from 
censure, and tiw* proceeded: « Yoar Lordship 

must 
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ttdst allow, I could have little chance of happiness 
in allying myself to a woman who has resolutely 
and uniformly treated me with indifference. Passion 
blinded my reason, when I addressed your Lordshij^ 
relatWe to Miss Fitsalan ; but its mists are now di9« 
persed) and sober reflection obliges me to relinquish 
E scheme whose accomplishment conld not possibly 
glTO me satisfaction/' — ^^ Yon are certainly tlie besf 
judge of your own actions, Sir Charles," replied tht 
Earl ; ^^ my acting in the affair proceeded from a 
wish to serre jou, as well as from my friendship for 
Captain Fitzalan. I must suppose your conduct 
trill never disparage, your own honour, or cast A 
^ight upon Miss Fitzalan." — ''That, my Lord, yo« 
Aiay be assured of,'' said Sir Charles, with som^ 
warmth ; '' my actions «nd their motives have hu 
therto, andTwill ever, I trusty bear the strictest ip« 
-vestigation. I cannot retire without thanking your 
Lordship for the interest you took in my favour ( 
bad things succeeded as I ^en hoped and expected^ 
I cannot deny but I should have been much happiet 
than I am at present." He then bowed, and retired* 

Lord Mortimer had listened with astonishment t* 
^r Charles's relinquishment of Aiiianda; like hii 
father, he thought it a sudden and extraordinary re^ 
solution. lie was before jealous of Amanda's love*^ 
be was now jealous of her honour. The agitatioa 
Qi Sir Charles seemed to imply even a cause mortf 
powerful than her coldness for resigning her: he 
recollected that the Baronet and the Colonel wer^ 

vox.. iu> t intimat^i 
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iotimate friends. Distracted by apprehensions, be 
rushed out of the house, and overtook Sir Charles 
©re he had quitted the square. " Why, Bingley," 
cried he, with afiected gaiety, ^^ I thought you too 
.iFaliant a knight to- be easily overcome by despair ; 
mud that, without first tryiug erery effort to win her 
farour, you never would give up a fair lady you had 
set your heart on*"— *^ I leave such efforts for your 
Lordship/' replied Sir Charles, ^' or those who haye 
equal patience."-:— ^^ But seriously, Bingley, I. think 
this sudden resignation of Miss Fitzalan somewhat 
fitrange; why, last night I could have sworn you 
were as much attached to her as ever. From Lord 
Cherbary's friendship for Captain Fitzalan, I think 
her, in some degree, under his protection and mine ; 
and as the particularity of your attentions attracted 
observation, I think your abruptly withdrawing 
them requires explanation. "-^^^ As Lord Cherbury 
was the person I applied to relatire to Miss Fitz- 
alan," exclaimed Sir Charles, ^^ and as he was satis- 
fied with the motive I assigned for my conduct, be 
assumed, my Lord, I shall never give another to 
you." — ** Your words,*' retorted Lord Mortimer 
'with warmth, ^^ imply that there was another mo. 
tive for your conduct, besides the one you avowed. 
What horrid inference might not be drawn from 
such an insinuation ! Oh, sir Charles ! reputation is 
a fragile flower, which the slightest breath may in. 
jare."T-^^ My Lord, if Miss Fitzalan 's reputation is 
nerer injared but by my means, it will ever continoe 

unsullied,"— 
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ensuUied." — ^^ I cannot indeed,'' resumed Lord 
Mortimer^ ^^ style myself her guardian^ bat I con- 
sider myself her friend: and from the feelings of 
friendship, shall ever erince my interest in her weU 
fare, and resent any conduct which can ipossibly 
render her an object of censure to any being."—* 
'^ Allow me to ask your Lordship one question," 
cried Sir Charles ; ^^ and promise, on your honour^ 
to answer it." — ^^ I do promise," said Lord Morti- 
mer. — ** Then, my Lord, did you erer really wish I 
should succeed with Miss Fitzalan ?"^— Lord Morti- 
mer coloured: ^'^'You expect. Sir Charles, 1 shall 
answer you on my honour — Then really I neyer 
did." — ** Your passions and mine," continued Sir 
Charles, '^ are impetuous ; we had better check 
them in time, kst they lead us to lengths we may 
hereafter repent of. ^ Of Miss Fitzalan's fame, be 
assured, no man can be more tenacious than I 
should — I love her with ^he truest ardour. Her 
acceptance of my proposals would hare given mc 
felicity ; my suddenly withdrawing them can never 
injure her, when I declare my motive for sol doing 
was her indifference. Lord Cherfoury is satisfied 
with the reason I have assigned for resigning her ; 
he is conscious that no man of sensibility could ex- 
perience happiness with a woman in whose heart he 
knew he had no interest. This, I suppose, your 
Lordship will also allow."—'* Certainly," replied 
Lord Mortimer. — <^ Then it strikes me, my Lord^ 
that it is your conduct, notmine, which has a ten- 

i 2 « dency 
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^^ oh Heavens! bat too well!" — Lord Mortimer 
trembled universally, and was compelled to have re« 
coui'se to his handkerchief to hide his emotion. 

It was by Adela, the-lovely and neglected wife of 
Belgrave, he was sitting: she had been a short time 
in London 9 and lier acquaintance with Lord Morti- 
mer commenced at a ball, where she had danced with 
him. He was not one of those kind of men who, 
wheii in love, have neither eyes nor ears but for the 
object of that love ; he could see perfections in other 
women besides his Amanda, and was particularly 
pleased with Mrs. Belgrave. He instantly perceived 
she knew Amanda, also that that knowledge wa» 
attended with pain: the well-known profligacy of 
he.r husband obtruded on his memory, and he shuA* 
dered at the dreadful thoughts which arose in hit 
mind. 

Curiosity had directed the eyes of Adela to Aman» 
da ; but admiration, and an idea of having some- 
where before seen her face, rivetted them upon her : 
at last the picture Oscar Fitzalan had shewn oc« 
cnrred to her recollection, and she was inuned lately 
convinced it was no other than the original of that 
picture she now saw. Shocked at the sight of a 
person who, as she thought, had stepped, though in. 
nocently, between her and felicity, and distressed by 
the emotions which past scenes thus recalled gave 
rise to, she entreated Lord Mortimer to conduct her 
from the box, that she might return home. He com- 
plied with her request ; but slopped in the lobby, 

and 



CHILDREN OF THE ABBEY. 175 

ftnd entreated her to tell him where she had known 
the ladj she had so ftttentiYely regarded. Adela 
blushed^ and would, if possible, have evaded the 
question ; but the earnestness of his Lordship's man. 
ner compelled her to answer it. She said she had no 
personal knowledge of the lady, but recollected her 
face, from having seen her picture with a gentleman. 
— " And who was the gentleman?" asked Lord 
Mortimer, with a forced smile and a faltering voice* 
— " That," replied Adela, with involuntary quick, 
ness, " I will no.t tell." — ^' I should apologize in- 
deed," cried Lord Mortimer, recollecting himself, 
*^ for a curiosity which may appear impertinent." 
He led her to a chair, and deliberated whether he 
Aould not follow her example in quitting the house. 
Miss Malcolm had first made hira uneasy, uneasi* 
Bess introduced doubts, which Sir Charles Bingley 
had hi creased, and Mrs. Belgrave almost cohiirmed. 
He dreaded a horrid confirmation of his fears : the 
picture, like Othello's handkerchief, wa^ a source of 
unspeakable anguish. The agitation that Mrs. Bel. 
grave had betrayed on mentioning it, joined to her 
concealment of the gentleman she had seen it with,' 
tempted him to believe he was no other than her 
fa'usband. Yet, that he might Aot be accused of 
yielding rashly to jealousy, he resblv-ed to confine' 
his suspicions, like his pangs, to his own bosom, 
except assured they were well founded : a little' 
time, he supposed, would determine the opinion h^ 
should form of Amanda. If he found ^he encoU* 

I 4 raged 
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jaged Be]gra?e, he resolyed to leaye her wltfaout an 
explanation ; if, on the contrarj, he saw that she 
laToided him, he meant to mention the circamstanc« 
of the picture to her, yet so as not to Kurt her feel- 
ings, and be regulated by her answer relatiTe to his 
future conduct. — He returned at last to the box, 
and procured a seat behind her. He had not occu* 
pied it long, ere Colonel Belgraye (who, from a re* 
tired part of the house, where he sat with some fe- 
male friends, had obseryed Amanda) entered the next 
box, and made his way to the pil}ar against which 
she leaned. He endeayoured to catch her eyes, but 
the noise he made on entering put her on her guard, 
]^nd she instantly ayerted her face. Her embarrass, 
ment was visible to her party, and they all. Lord 
Mortimer excepted, enjoyed it : scarcely could he 
jefrain from chastising the audacity of Belgraye'9 
looks, who continued to gaze on Amanda, though 
iie could not see her face. Nothing but the disco- 
very which such a step would produee, could have 
prevented his Lordship, in his present irritable state 
of mind, from chastising what he deemed the height 
of insolence. 

At last the hour came for relieying Amanda from 
a situation extremely painful to her. As Lord Mor«, 
timer sat next the Marchioness, he was compelled to 
offer her his hand ; Freeloye led Euphrasia ; Lady 
Greystock and Miss Malcolm followed her, and 
Amanda was the last who quitted the box : a crowd 
in the lobby impeded their progress. Amanda was 

close 
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«lose behind the Marchioness, when Belgrave forced 
his way to her, and attempted to take her hand, at 
the yery moment Lord Mortimer turned to look at 
her, who heard him say, ^^ Dear, though unkind 
Amanda, why this cruel change in your conduct V* 
— The eyes of Lord Mortimer flashed fire ; ^^ MisB 
Fitzalan," said he, in a voice trembling through 
passion, ^^ if you'll accept my arm, I will make 
way for you, or at least secure you from imperti« 
nence." — Amanda, though trembling and confound, 
ed by his looks, iiesitated not to accept his offer. 
Belgrave knew his words alluded to him ; at present'^ 
however, he resolved not to resent them, convinced 
that, if he did, his views on Amanda would be de>. 
fcated. From that moment, her beauty was not more 
powerful in stimulating his designs, than his desire of 
revenge on Lord Mortimer : he saw he was fondl/ 
attached to Amanda, and he believed his proud hearlr 
would feel no event so afflictive as that which shoulct 
deprive him of her. 

Lord Mortimer handed Amanda in silenoe to th« 
carriage : he was pressed to return to supper, hni 
refused. The ladies^ found the Marquis and Lord 
€herbury together. Amanda retired to her chamber 
immediately after supper — the presence of Belgrave 
had increased the dejection whioltf she • hoped thd 
9musements of the theatre wouldi have dissipated jff: 
she now indeed longed for the* period when- she^ 
should be entitled to the protection of Lord Mocti- 
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Sier^ when she should no longer dread the audacity 
or stratagems of Belgrare. 

Lord Cherbury, pn her retiriog, expressed his re- 
gret at her coldness t() Sir Charles Bingley, by which 
she had lost a most honourable^ and advantageous at* 
tachment. This was an opportunity not to be he* 
glected by the Marchioness, for commencing her 
operations against Fitzalan : a glance to Lady Grey- 
stock was the signal to begin. " To those," said 
Lady Greystock, " who are igoorant of Miss Fitz< 
plan's real motiye for refusing Sir Charles, it must 
appear, no doubt, extraordinary ; but ambitious 
people are not easily satisfied : indeed I cannot blame 
her so. much for entertaining aspiring notions, as 
those who instilled them into her mind.'^ — Lord 
^herbury stared, and requested an explanation of 
ker woi'ds.-7-.^^ Why^ I declare, my Lord," cried 
sibey,}f I ^o sot know .but that it will be more 
frij^u^ly.tq'explain than conceal my meaning ; when 
once informed of the young lady's views, your 
Lordship. may be abje, to conyipce her of their faU 
tcy, and prevail. on. her not to lose another good 
op^rtunity of settling .hprseJf in consequence of 
themVin short, my Lord, Miss Fitzalan, prompted 
fcy. her fiUher, has cast her eyes on Lord M<>rtimer; 
|»resumiog\>n y<Mir fiiendsfaip, he thought an union 
between . theQi might easily be accomplished. I do 
not believe Lonii Mortimer at first gave any encou. 
ragement to thei\de»igas; but when the girl was 

continually 
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continually thrown in his way, it wis impossible not 
to notice her at last. I really expressed a thorough 
disapprobation to hier coming to London, knowing 
their motives for desiring the excursion ; bnt her 
father never ceased persecuting, fne, till I consented 
to take her under my protection." — ^^ Upon my 
word," cried the IMarquis, who was riot of the 
ladies' privy council, though, if he had, it is pro- 
bable he would not have objected to their schemes, 
'^ Captain Fitzalan must have had some such motive 
as this Lady Grey stock has mentioried, for sending 
his daughter to London, or else he would not have 
been so ridiculous as to put himself to the expence 
of fitting her out for company she has no right to 
enter." — " I never thought," exclaimed Lord Cher- 
bury, whose mind was irritated to the most violent 
degree of resentment against his injured friend, 
*' that Captain Fifialan could have kcted with such 
duplicity : he knew the views I entertained for my 
son, and there is a mean treachery- in his attempting 
to counteract them." — '' Nay, my Lord^" said Lady 
Greystock ; '' you are a father yourself, and must 
make allowances for the anxiety of SL parent to esta« 
Wish a child."—" No, Madam,^ he 'replied, <^ I 
can^make no allovrance -for a deviation from inte« 
grity, or for a sacrifice of honour and gratitude at 
the shrine of Intej^est. The subject has discomposed 
me, and I mustjbeg to be excused for' abruptly re* 
tiring : nothing indeed, I believe, can wound one so, 

I 6 severely 
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teTerely as deceit, where one reposed implicit confi<» 
deDce/' 

The ladjes were enraptured at the success of their 
scheme — the passlonof Lord Cherbury could scarce* 
}y be smothered in their presence : on the head of 
FitzaUn they knew it would burst vtrith full Tiolence. 
They did notioentioa Belgrave; relative to him they 
vesolved to affect profound ignorance. 

The passions of Lord Cherbury were impetuous : 
ikfi had, as I ha?e already hiuted, secret motiveh for 
desiriug a conpexion between his family aud the 
MarquU's ; and the idea of that . desire beiog de- 
feated, droye him almost to distraction. He knew 
hh son^s passions, though not so easily irritated as 
his own, were, when once irritati'd, eqaaJly violent. 
To remopstrate with him concerning Miss Fitzalan, 
he belie wed, -would be unavaiUug : he therefore re. 
apked, if possible, to have her removed out of his 
way^ ere hje apprized him of the discovery he had 
made of his attachment. He entertained not a doubt 
of Lady Gr^y stock's veracity ; from bis general 
knowledge of piankind, he believed self the predo« 
xninant €^Q^(|eir3^io& in every breast. His feelings 
were too viplent i^ot to seek an immediate vent; 
and eire.h^ wenl.to bed, he wrote a bitter and. re* 
proaacfafttl letter to Fitzalan, whieh concluded with 
an entreaty, -or rather a commasd, to send, without 
delay, for his daughter — A dreadful stroke this for 
poor FitiBliLa t « 

4 *• After 
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** After all lus waadejings round this world of care. 
And all his griefs," 

]r^ hoped he had at last found a 'spot, where his lattep 
dxys might <ldse in tranquillity* 

The innocent Amanda was reeel?ed, the nex€ 
morning, with smiles, by those who were preparing 
a* plot for her destruction. 

Wbflstat breakfast, a servant informed Lady 
Gr^ystock a youiig woman wanted to speak to her. 
-— '^ Who is she?" asked her Ladyship : ** Did she 
not send uphername?'* — ^^ No, my Lady; but she 
said she had particular business with your Ladyship/* 

The Marchioness directed she might be shewn up, 
and a girl about seventeen- was accordingly ushered 
in to the room. Her figure was delicate, and her face 
interesting, not only from its innocence, but the 
strong expression of melancholy diffused over it. 
She appeared treiiibling with confusion and timidity; 
and the poverty of her apparel implied the soui*ce of 
her dejection, — "So, child," said Lady Greystoek, 
after surveying her from head to foot, " I am told 
you have business with me." — '^ Yes, Madam," re- 
plied she, in an accent so low as scarcely to be 
heard; ^^ my father, Captain Rushbrook, desired 
me t?o deliver a letter to your Ladyship." She pre- 
sented it, and endeavoured io screen herself from 
the scrutinizing and contemptuous glances of Lady 
Euphrasia, by pulling her hat more o?er her face. 

^^ I wonder, child," said Lady Greystoek, as she 
opened the ktter, ^' what.j^ur fath<er can write to 

me 
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me about ? I don't suppose it can be abont the afiair 
he mentioned the other day. — Why, really,*' conti* 
nued she, after ske had periiBed ity ^^ I beliere: fiSe 
takes me for a fool : I am astofiished, after his inso. 
lent coiiduct, howhe «a» possibly /have the assurance 
to make application to me for relief. No, no^ child y 

' he neglected the opportunity he had of seojuring mo 
his friend : it Ivould really foe a sio to g^ve lum, the 
power of bringing up his family in ifiiepf^^ • no, no, 
child ; he must learn you, and the other dainty misses 
he has, to do something fox yottrseWes." . 

The poor girl blushed ; a tear trembled in her 

' eye ; she tried to suppress it, but \t forced its way, 
and dropped' Into her bosom. Amanda, inexpress- 
ibly shocked, could support the ^cene no longer; 
she retired precipitately, and descended to the par- 
lour : sympathy, as well as compassion, made her 
feel for this daughter of affliction ; for she herself 
knew what it was to feel the insolence of prosperity, 
the proud man's scorn, and all those ills which pa- 
tient merit of the unworthy takes* 

In a few minutes Miss Rushbrook quitted the 
drawing-room, and stopped, in the hall to wipe 
away her tears. Amanda had been watching for 
her, arid now appeared. She started, and w^s hur- 
rying away, when Amanda caught her hand, and. 
leading her softly into the parlour, endeaToured, 
with angelic sweetness, to calm her emotion. Sor- 

X prised at this unexpected attention, and overcome 
by her feelings, the p^r girl sunk on her chair ; 

and 
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and dropping her bead on Amanda's bosom, wet it 
with a' shower of tears, as she exclaimed, ^^ Alas^ 
my unfortunate parents ! how can I return to be- 
hold your misery! The grave is the only refuge for 
you and your wretched children!" — " You must 
not encourage such desponding thoughts," said 
Amanda; " Providence,* all-bounteous and all- 
powerful, is able, in a short time, to change the 
gloomiest scene into one of brightness. — Tell me," 
she continued, after a pause, ** where do you re- 
side ?" — '^ At Kensington." — ** Kensington !" re- 
peated Amanda; ^^ surely, in your present situation, 
you are unable to take such a walk." — ^' I must 
attempt it, however," replied Miss Rushbrook, — 
Amanda walked from her to the window, revolving 
a scheme which had just darted into her mind. *^ If 
yon knew any house," said she, ^* where you could 
stay for a short time, I would call on you in a car- 
riage, and leave you at home." 

The offer was truly pleasing to the poor, weak, 
trembling girl ; but she modestly declined it^ from 
the fear of giving* trouble. Amanda besought her 
not to waste time in snch unnecessary seruples, but 
to give her the desired information. She accordingly 
informed her there was a haberdasher's in Bond- 
street, mentioning the name, where she Could stay 
tilt called for. 

This point settled, Amanda, fearful of being sur- 
prised, conducted her softly to the hall door, and 
immediately returned- to the drawing-room, where 

she 
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she feund Lady Euphrasia just beginuing Rush* 
l^rook-s letter, for her mother's amusement. Its 
style evidently denoted the painful conflicts there 
were between pride and distress, ere the former 
could bo sufhciently subdued to allow an application 
for reli<^f to • the person who occasioned the latter. 
The sight of a tender and beloTed wife, languishing 
in the arms of sickness, and surrounded by a family 
under the pressure of the severest want, had forced 
him to a step which, on his own account, no neces« 
sity could have compelled him to take ; he and his 
family, he said, had drunk of the cup of misery, to 
the very dregs. He waved the claims of justice, h« 
only asserted those of humanity, in his present ap* 
plication to her Ladyship ; and these, he flattered 
himself, she would allow. He had sent a yoking pe- 
titioner in his behalf, whose tearful eye, whose faded 
cheek, were sad evidences of the misery he described. 

The Marchioness declared she was astonished at 
bis insolence in making such an application, and 
Lady Euphrasia protested the letter was the most 
ridiculous stu^'she had ever read. 

Amaiida in this, as well as in many other in*» 
stances, differed from her Ladyship ; but her opi^ 
oion, like a little project she had in view abont the 
Rushbrooks, was carefully concealed. Out of the 
allowance her father made her for clothes and other 
expences, about ten guineas remained, which she 
had intended laying out in the purchase of some ovm 
nameats for her appearance at a ball, to be given, in 

the 
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lihe course of the ensuing week, by the Dachess of 
B : and for which, at the time of iovitation^' 

Lord Mortimer had engaged her for his partner. 
To p^ive up going to this ball, to consecrate to cha~ 
rity the money devoted to vanity, was her project ; 
and most fortunate did she deem the application of 
Rushbrook, ere her purchase was made, and she 
consequently prevented from giving her mite. Iler 
*oul revolted from the inhumanity of the Marcbio* 
ness, her daughter, and Lady Greystock : exempt 
from the calamities of want themselves, they forgot 
the pity due to tliose calamities in others. " If this 
coldness, this obduracy," she cried M'ithin herself, 
^' is the effect of prosperity, if thus it closes the 
avenues of beoevoleuce and compassion, oh ! nev«t 
may the dangerous visitor approach me! fvr ill 
should I think the glow of compassion and seosibi* 
lity exchanged for all its gaudy pleasures." 

The ladies had mentioned their intention of going 
.to an auction, where, to use Lady Euphrasia'^ 
j)hrase, ** they expected to se^e all the world."^— 
Amanda excused herself from being of the party^ 
aaying she waiitt*d to make some purchases in the 
city. Her excuse was readily admitted ; and when 
4hey retired to their respective toilets, she sent for e 
coach ; and being prepared against it came, imme* 
diately stepped into it, and was driven to Bond* 
etreet, where she found Miss Rushbrook, with trem* 
bling anxiety, waiting her arrival. 

On their way to Kensington, the tenderness of 

Amanda 
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Amanda at oncie conciliated the affection, and gained 
the entire coniidence of her youog companioD. She 
related the little history of her parents' sorrows— 
Her father, oh returning from America with his wife 
and six children, had been advised ^by Mr. Heath- 
field, the friend who had effected a reconciliation 
between him and his uncle, to commence a suit, 
against Lady Greystock, on the presumption that 
the will by which she enjoyed Sir Geoffry's for-, 
tune was illegally executed. He offered iiim his 
purse to carry on the suit, and his house for a habi* 
tation. Rushbrook grateAiHy and gladly accepted 
both offers ; and haTing disposed of his comroissioa 
to discharge some present demands against him, he 
and his family took up their residence under. Mr. 
Heathfield's hospitable roof.* In tiie midst of the 
felicity enjoyed beneath it, in the midst of the hopes 
their own sanguine tempers and the flattering sug* 
ge^tions of the lawyers, had excited, a Ytolent fever 
carried off their benevolent friend, ere a will was 
executed, in which be had promised largely to con* 
sider Rushbrook. His heir, narrow and illiberal,, 
had long feared that his interest would be hurt by. 
the affection he entertained for Rushbrook; and as, 
if in revenge for the pain this- fear had giyen, tk^ 
moment he had the power he shewed bis malignant 
disposition, sold all the furniture of the house at. 
Kensington, and aa^ great favour, told Rushbrook 
be might continue in it till the expiration of the half 
year, when it was to be given up to the landlord. 

The 
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T.he lawyers, understanding, the state of his finances, 
soon infofmed him he covild no longer expect their 
assistance. Thus, almost in one moment, did all his 
pleasing prospects vanish, and, 

'* like the 1>asele8s fabric of a vhion, 
' Lefttiota wreck beliiud." 

As a duty he owed his family, he tried whetlier. 
Lady Greystock would make a compromise between 
justice and avarice, and afford him some means of 
support. Her insolence and inhumanity shocked him 
to the soul ; and as he left her presence, he resolved 
never to enter it again, or apply to her* This last 
resolution, however, only continued till the distresses 
of the family grew so great as to threaten their ex- 
istence, particularly that of his wife, who, over- 
powered by grief, had sunk into a languishing ill- 
ness, which every day increased for waat of proper 
assistance. In hopes of procuring her.some, he was 
tempted again to apply to Lady Greystock. The 
youth ' and innocence of his daughter would, he 
thought, if any thing could do it, soften her flinty 
heart; besides, he believed that pleasure, at finding 
his pretensions' to the fortune entirely withdrawn, 
would influence her to administer, from it to his 
wants. '^ We have," said Miss Rushbrook, as she 
concluded her simple narration, '' tried, and been 
disappointed in our last resource. What will be- 
come of us I know not : we have long been stran- 
gers to the comforts, but even the necessaries of life 
we cannot now procure." — " Comfort," crieid 

Amanda, 
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Amanda, *' often arrires -when least expected : (0 
despair, is to doubt the goodness of & Being whe 
has promised to protect all his creatures." 

The carriage had now reached Kensington, and 
within a few yards of Rashbrook's habitation* 
Amanda stopped it. She took Miss 'Rushbrook's 
hand, and as she slipped a ten^pound note into it^ 
exclaimed, ^< I trust the period is not far distant^, 
when the friendship we have conceived for each 
other may be cultivated under more fortunate aus-^ 
pices.*' — Miss Rushbrook opened the folded papers 
she started, and " the hectic of a moment flushed 
her cheek:" ** Oh Madam!" she cried, ** your 

goodness " tears impeded her further utterance* 

— ^^ Do not distress me," said Amanda, again taking 
her hand, ^^ by mentioning such a trifle ; were mj 
ability equal to my inclination, I should blush to 
offer it to your acceptance : as it is, consider it bul 
a« the foretaste of the bounty which Heaven has, I 
doubt not, in store for you." She then desired the 
door to be opened, and told her companion slM 
would no longer detain her.^-^Miss Rushbrook 
affectionately kissed her hand, and exclaimed, '^ You 
look like aa angel, and your goodness is correspon* 
dent to your looks. I will not, Madam, refuse 
your bounty ; I accept it with gratitude, for t).o» 
dearer to me than myself: but, ah! may I not in* 
dulge a hope of seeing you again ? You are so kind, 
9o gentle, Madam, that every care is lulled into for* 
getfulut'^s whilst conversing with you*" — '' I shall 

certainly 
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cerfiainly see yoa again as sooa as possible,^' re*, 
plied Amanda. 

Miss Rushbrook then quitted the carriage, which 

« 

Amanda ordered back to town, and bade the coach« 
man drive as fast as possible. They had not pro* 
ceeded far, when the traces suddenly ga?e way, and 
the man was obliged to dismount, and procure assist- 
ance from a public.house on the road, in repairing 
them. This occasioned a delay which greatly dis* 
tressed Amanda : she wished to get home before the 
ladies, lest, if this was not the case, her long absence 
should make Lady Greystock, who was remarkably 
ioquisitiTe, inquire the reason of it ; and to tell her 
fhe had a strong objection, conrinoed, as she was^ 
that her Ladyship's knowing she relieved objects so 
extremely disagreeable to her, would occasion a 
quarrel between them, which would either render a 
longer residence together impossible, or highly dis* 
agreeable ; and to leave London at the present crisis, 
when every thing relative to Lord Mortimer was 
drawing to a conclusion, was not to be thought of 
without the greatest pain. 

At length the coachman remounted his box ; and 
the Telocity with which he drove flattered her with 
the hope of reaching home as soon as she wished* 
Tranquillized by this hope, she again indulged 4ier 
imagination with ideas of the comfort her littlt 
bounty had probably giTen Rushbrook and his de. 
jocted family ; so sweet to her soul was the secret 
approbation wliich 4^owiied her ^harityj) sq prefer^ 
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able to any pleasure she could hare experienced at a 
ball, that even the disappointment sbe beliered Lord 
Mortimer would feel from her decIiDing* it, was 
overlooked in the satisfaction she felt from the ac- 
tion she had performed. She was conyinced he 
would inquire her reason for not going,- which she 
determined at present to conceal ; it would appear 
like ostentation, she thought^ to say that the monej 
requisite for her appearance at the ball was expended 
in chUrity, and perhaps excite his: generosity in a 
manner which delicacy at present forbade her al. 
lowing. 

She asked the footman who handed her from the 
carriage, whether the ladies were returned ; wad on 
being answered in the afiirmativey inquired the hour, 
and learned it was just dinner-time. Flurried by 
this intelligence, she hastened to her chamber, fol-', 
lowed by the maid appointed to attend her, who said 
Lady Grey stock had inquired for her as soon as she 
came home. Amanda' dressed herself > with unusual 
expedition, and repaired to the drawing-room, where, 
in addition to the family-party, she found Lord Mor.. 
timer, Freelove, Miss Malcolm, and some other ladies 
and gentlemen assembled. — ^^ Bless me, child," said 
Lady Greystock, the moment she entered the room, 
*^ where have you been the whole d;iy?" — *^ I de« 
clare. Miss Fitzalan," esdaimed Lady Euphrasia, 
<^ I believe you stole a march somewhece upon us 
this morning."^" Well," • cried Miss Malcolm^ 
laughing, ^^ your Ladyship must know that people 

generally 
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generally have some important reasoa for stolen 
Eiarches, which they do not choose to divulge." — 
Amanda treated this malicious insiDuation with the 
silent contempt it merited ; and on Lady Greystock^s 
again asking her where she had been ? said, in a low 
hesitating voice, ** In the city." — '* In the city !" 
repeated Lord Mortimer. — This sudden exclamation 
startled her : she looked at him, and perceired him 
regarding her with the most scrutinizing earnestness. 
She blushed deeply, as if detected in a falsehood^ and 
immediately |i>ent her eyes to the ground. The con- 
yersation now changed ; but it was some time ere 
Amanda's confusion subsided. 

Lord Mortimer indeed had a reason for his excla- 
mation she little thought of. He had met the Mar- 
chioness and her companions, by appointment, at the 
auction ; but soon grew weary of his situation, which 
the presence .of Amanda could alone haye rendered 
tolerable. He pleaded business as an excuse for 
withdrawing ; and hurrying home, ordered his phae. 
ton, and proceeded towards Kensington. As he 
passed the coach in which Am,anda sat, at the time 
the traces • we rei mendipg, he carelessly looked into 
it, and directly recognised her^ Lady Euphrasia 
bad informed him she excused herself from their 
party, on account of some business in the city. He 
never heard of her haying any acquaintance in or 
about Kensington, and was at once alarmed and sur* 
prised by discovering her. He drove to some dis. 
tance from the jcarriage^ and as fioon as it began to 

move. 
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tnoTe, pursued it vith equal Telocity, iili it reachei 
town ; and then giTlng his phaeton in charge to th« 
servant, followed it on foot, till he saw Amanda 
slight from it at the Marquis of Rosline*s. Amanda 
had escaped seeing his Lordship, by a profound me* 
ditation in which she was engaged at the moment, a« 
the pensively leaned against the side of the coach* 
Lord Mortimer walked back with increased disor- 
der, to meet his phaeton. As he approached it, he 
saw Colonel Belgrare by it on horseback, admiring 
the horses, which were remarkably fine, and asking 
to whom they belonged? — His acquaintance with 
the Colonel had hitherto never exceeded more than 
a passing bow ; now, prompted by an irresi8tib]# 
impulse, he saluted him familiarly; inquired whe* 
ther he had had a pleasant ride that morning, and 
how far he had been ? — ^ No farther than Kensing* 
ton,'' replied die Colonel. — This answer was confir* 
mation strong to all the fears of Lord Mortimer ; b# 
turned pale, dropped the reins, which he had taken 
with an intention of remounting^ and, without even 
notfcing the Colonel, flew from the place^ and ar« 
rived at home almost in a state of distraction. Ha 
was engaged to diue at the Marquis's, but, in tha 
.first violence of his feelings, resolved on sending an 
apology. Ere the servant, however, summoned for 
that purpose, bad entered his apartment, he changed 
his resolutions ^' 1 will go,*' said lie : '' though ap- 
pearamces are against her, she may perhaps (and b« 
tri^id to deriva soflu* eomfort from -the idea) be abia 

satisfactorily 
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latisfactorily to account for her being at Kensing* 
ton." — Tortured by conflicting passions, alternatdy 
Loping and doubting, be arrived in Portman-square. 

Lady Grey stock and Lady Euphrasia dwelt with 
wonder on the length of Amanda's morning excur- 
sion. When she entered the room, he thought she 
appeared embarrassed; and that, on Lady Grey<« 
stock's addressing ber, this embarrhssment increased 3 
but when she said she had been in the city, her du« 
plicity, as he termed it, appeared so monstrous to 
him, that he could not forbear an involuntary repei^ 
tition of her words ; so great indeed was the indig. 
nation it excited in his breast, that he could scarcely 
forbear reproaching her as the destroyer of his and 
her own felicity. Her blush appeared to him not 
the ingenuous colour of innocence, but the glow of 
shame and guilt. It was eyident to him that she* 
had seen Belgrave that morning ; t^at he was tho 
occasion of arH ^the mystery which had appeared in 
her conduct; and 'that it was the knowledge of the 
improper influence he had •oyer her heart which 
made Sir Charles Bingley so suddenly resign her, 
^* Gracious Heaven !" said he to himself, ** who 
that looked upon Amanda could ever suppose du« 
plicity harboured In her br«ast ? yet that too surely 
it is, I have every reason to suppose. Yet a little 
longer I will bear a torturing state of suspense ; nor 
reveal my doubts, till thoroughly convinced they 
Are well founded." 

He sat opposite to her at dinner, and his eyes were 
w^oii. Ji^ K ' directed 
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directed towards her with that tender sadness wbicb 
W€ feel on viewiDg a beloyed object we know oar- 
selyes on the point of losings; for ever. His melan* 
choly was quickly perceiyed by the penetrating 
Marchioness and Lady Euphrasia; they saw with 
delight that the poison of suspicion infused into his 
mind was already beginning to operate ; they anti- 
cipated the success of all their schemes. Their spirits 
grew uncommonly elevated ; and Lady Euphrasia 
iietermined, wheneyer she had the power, to reyeoge 
on the sasceptibie nature of Mortimer all the unea- 
siness he had made her suffer, and to add, as far as 
malice could add to it, to the misery about to be thfl 
lot of Amanda. The dejectioa of Lord Mortimer 
was also observed by Amanda : it excited her fears, 
and affected her sensibility. She dreaded that his 
aunt had refused complying with his request relatire 
to her interference with his father, or that the Earl 
had been urgiug him to an immediate union with 
Lady Euphrasia : perhaps he now wavered between 
love and duty : the. thought struck a cold damp upon 
Jiier heart. '^' Yet no," cried she, ^' it cannot be; 
if inclined to change, Lord Mortimer would at onco 
baye informed me." 

In the evening there was a large addition to tb« 
party ; but Lord Mortimer sat pensively apart from 
the company, Amanda, by chance, procured a seat 
next his : his paleness alarmed her, and she could 
Dot forbear hinting her fears that he was ill,— '< I 
mxk ill indeed {" sighed ]%e heavily* Be looked at her 
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«B he spoke, and beheld her regarding him with the 
most exquisite tenderness ; but the period was past 
#or receiTing delight from such an appearance of af- 
fection, an affection that he had reason to believe 
was neyer more than feigned for him, and also from 
his emotions when with her, that he should ne?er 
cease regretting the deception. His passions, ex« 
haunted hj their own violence, had sunk into a calm) 
Ulid sadness was the predominant feeling of his soul. 
Though he so bitterly lamented, he could not, at the 
noment, have reproached her perfidy. He gazed on 
her with reouruful tendemeiss, and to the involun* 
iary expression of regret which dropped from her 
jOB heafiag he was ill, only repHed by saying, ^^ Ah 
Amanda! the man that really excites your tender- 
ness most be happy !'* — Aflftanda, unconscious that 
any sinisteir meaning lurked beneath these words, 
-considered them as an acknowledgment of the hap^. 
piness he himself experienced, from being convinced 
of her regard ; und her heart .swelled with pleasurt 
at the idea. 

Any further conversation between them was inter, 
rupted by^Miss M^colm, who, in a laughing man* 
ner, seated herself by Lord Mortimel*, to rally him, 
:M she said^ iuto good spirits. 
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But yet, I say. 
If imputation and strong circumatancea. 
Which lead directly to the door of truth, 
Will give you satisfaction, you may have it. SjCAtzspxAni. 

Tbom that eTeniag to the day destined for the ball, 
nothing material happened. On the morning of that 
day, as Amanda was sitting in the drawing-room 
with the ladies^ Lord Mortimer entered. Lady 
Euphrasia could 'talk of nothing else but the ap- 
proaching entertainment, which, «h^ said, was ex- 
pected to be the most brilliant thing that had been 
giren that winter. — ^' 1 hope y»ur Ladyship,'' said 
Amanda, who had not yet declared her iBtention of 
staying at home, ^^ will be able to-morr^ow to gire 
me a good description of it." — " Why, I suppose," 
cried Lady Euphrasia, ^^ you do not intend going, 
witliout' being able to see and hear yourself." — 
" Certainly," replied Amanda, " I should not ; 
but I do not intend going." — ^^ Not go to the ball 
to.night !" exclaimed Lady Euphrasia, — ^^ Bless 
me, child," said Lady Greystock, ^^ what whim has 
entered your head, to prevent your going ?" — 
^^ Dear Lady Grey stock," said Lady Euphrasia, in 
ft tone oi unusual good hamour| internally delighted 

al 
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«( Amanda's resolution, ^^ don't teaze Miss Fitzalan 
with questions/' — " And you really do not go ?** 
exclaimed Lord Mortimer, in an accent expressivt 
of surprise and disappointment. — ^^ I really do not, 
my Lord." — " I declare," said the Marchioness, 
eTen more delighted than her daughter at Amanda's 
resolution, as it favoured a scheme she had long 
been projecting, ^' I -wish Euphrasia was as indif- 
fcrent about amusement as Miss Fitzalan : here sh« 
has been complaining of indisposition the wholt 
morning, yet I cannot prevail on her to give up tli« 
ball." — Lady Euphrasia, who never felt in better 
health and spirits, would have contradicted the Mar* 
chioness, had not an expressive glance assured her 
there was an important motive for this assertion.-^ 
^' May we not hope, Miss Fitzalan," said Lordl 
Mortimer, '' that a resolution, so suddenly adopted 
as yours, may be as suddenly changed ?"^— '^ No in. 
deed, my Lord ; nor is it so suddenly formed as you 
seem to suppose." — Lord Mortimer shuddered, as 
he endeavoured to account for it in his own mind. 
His agony became almost insupportable ; he arose, and 
walked to the window where she sat. '^ Amanda," 
said he, in a low voice, ^^ I fear you forget your 
engagement to me." — Amanda, supposing this aU 
laded to her engagement for the ball, replied, she 
had not forgotten it,- — " For your inability, or dis- 
inclinatioa to fulfil it, then," said he^ ^^ will you 
not account?"-—*^ Most willingly, my Lord." — 

JK 3 « When V 
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« When?" asked Lord Mortimer IttipsitietitYj ; ftr, 
Qoable longer to support his torturing suspense, ht 
determined, contrary to his first intention, to coni# 
to ^ immediate explanation relative to BelgraTe.—- 
•^ To-morrow, my Lord,V replied Amanda, ** since 
you desire it, I will accoont for not keeping my en- 
gagement ; and I trust,'' a modest binsfa mantliir^ 
her cheeks as she spoke, " that yonr Lordship wift 
not disapprove of my reasons for declining it."— 
The peculiar earnestness of hfs words. Lord Morti.- 
mcr imagined had conveyed their real meaning to 
Amanda. — '* T\\\ to-morrow then," sighed he hea« 
vily, ^^ I must bear disquietude. "«^H is regtmty 
Amanda supposed, proceeded from disappeintffi«iii 
at not having her company at the ball ; she was flat*' 
tared by it, and pleased at the idea of telling htm her 
real motive for not going, certain it would meet his 
approbation, and open another source of benevo*^ 
lence to poor Rushbrook, 

In the evening^ at Lady Enphrasia's pardcolar 
request^ she attended at her toilet, and assisted im 
ornamenting her Ladyship. At ten she saw the party 
depart, without the smallest regret for not accom'. 
panyi^ng them. Happy in self-approbation, a de. 
light ful calm was diffnsed over her mind> — a treach- 
erous calm indeed, which, lulling her senses into 
security, made the approaching storm burst with re-^ 
doubled violence ou her head: it was such a calm aa 
ShAke6peAre beautifully describes — 
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We often see, tf^akist some storm, 
A silence m the heavens ; the rack stands stUi, 
The bold winds speechless, and the orb below 
.As hush as death. 

She coivtiiiii«d in Lady Euphrasia's dressing-room^ 
«Qd took up the beautiful aad affecting story of Paul 
a«d Mary to amvse herself. Her whole attention 
tras soon engrossed by it ; and with the unfortunate 
Panl she was shedding a deluge of tears o?er the fatt 
of his loTely Mary, when a sudden noise made her 
hastily tarn her head, and with equal horror and 
surprise, she beheld Colonel Beigrare coming for- 
ward.' Shre started up, and was springing to the 
door, when, rushing between her and it, he caught 
her in his arms, and forcing her back to the sofa, 
rodely stopped her mouth. ^^ Neither cries nor 
struggles, AnuiBda," said he, '^ will be availing: 
without the assistance of a friend, you may be con* 
vinced I could net have entered this house ; and the 
•ame friend will, yon may depend on it, take care 
thfat our iiie-a^iite is not interrupted." — Amanda 
shuddered at the idea of treachery ; and being con- 
Tinced, from what he said^ she conld not expect 
assistance, endearoured to recover her fainting spi- 
rits, and exert all her resolution. '^ Your scheme. 
Colonel Belgrave," said she, '' is equally vile and 
futile. Though treachery may have brought you 
hither, you must be convinced that, uuder the Mar. 
quis of Rosline's roof, who, by relationship as well 
4M hospitality, is bound to protect me, you dare not, 

K 4 ivith 
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ivith impunity, offer me aoy iasult. The Aiarquit 
will be at.liome immediately; if, ^erefore, you wish 
to presenre the semblance of honour^ retire without 
further delay." — ^^ Not to retire so easily," ex- 
claimed fieigrave, <^ did I take such pains, or watck 
fo anxiously for this interriew* Fear not any in- 
Ittlt; but, tilt I hare revealed the purpose of my 
«oul, I will not be forced from you. My love, of 
rather adoration, has known no abatement by your 
iong conceal meut ; and now that chance has so hap» 
piiy thrown you in my way, I will not neglect using 
any opportunity it may offer."—" Gracious Ilea- 
%en !" said Amanda, "t^hile her eyes flashed with in* 
dignation, " how can you hate the effrontery to 
avow your insolent intentions-^intentions which, 
long since, you must have known would eyerproTt 
abortive?" — " And miy, my Amanda," sud he, 
again attempting to strain her to his breast, while 
-she shrunk from his grasp, " why should they prove* 
abortive ? Why should you be obstinate in refusing 
wealth, happiness — the sincere, the ardent affection 
4)f a man, who, in promoting your felicity, would 
constitute his owu ? My life, my fortune, would be 
at your command — my eternal gratitude would be 
youis, for any trifling sacrifice the world might 
think you made me. Hesitate no longer about rais^. 
ing yourself to affluence, which, to a benev^olent «pi» 
rit like your&, must be so peculiarly pleasing^ hesi. 
tate not to secure independence to your father, pro. 
motion to your brother.; and be assured, if the coo* 

nection 



CHILDREN OF THE ABBEY* Wt 

nection I formed in an ill-fated hour, deceived by a 
specious appearance of perfection, should ever be 
dissolved, my hand, like my heart, shall be yours.'' 
— ^^ Monster I" exclaimed Amanda, beholding him 
with horror, *^ your-^hand, were it at your disposal, 
like your other offers, I shonld spurn with con- 
tempt. Cease to torment me," she continued, '' lest, 
in my own defence, I call upon those who :have 
power, as well as inclination, to chastise your inse- 
lence. Let this consideration, joined to the cer« 
tainty that your pursuit must ev«r prove unavailing, 
influence your future actions;. for be assured you 
are, in every respect, an object. of abhorrence to my 
soul." — As she spoke, exertiog\aMvhejpstrengt^, she- 
burst from him, and attempted to gain the door. 
He flung himself between her and it, his face in- 
flamed with passion, a.nd darting the most malignant 
glances at her. Terrified by his looks, Amanda tried 
to avoid him ; and when he caught her again in his 
arms, she screamed. aloud. No one appeared : her 
terror increased. ^' Oh Belgrave !" cried she, trem-. 
blingy " if you have one principle of houonr, one-, 
feeling of humanity, remaining, retire ! I will par^. 
don and conceal what is past, if you comply with 
my request." — " I distress you, Amanda," said be^ 
assuming a softened accent, '' and it wounds me ta 
the soul to do so ; though you, cruel and inexor. 
. able, care not what pain you occasion me. Hear 
me calmly, - and be assured I shall attempt no action 
vwhich can offend you." He led her again to the 

.X 5 sofa« 



20f CHItOR%?r OF THE ASBSr. 

sofa, and thus conttaued : " Misled by false vlews^ 
you shun and detest the only man who has had snf*- 
fcient sincerity to declare openly his intentions; in- 
experience and creduKty hare already made you w 
dupe to artifice. You imagined Sir Charles Bingley 
■was a fervent admirer of yonrSy wheUj be assured^ 
IB following you, he only obeyed the dictates of an 
egregious vanity, which flattered hinr with the hope 
of gaining your regard, and being distinguished by 
it. Nothing was farther from his thoughts, as he* 
himself confessed to me, than seriously paying his 
addresses to you ; and had you appeared willing at 
last to accept them, be assured he would soon have 
contrived some scheme to disengage himself from 
you* The attentions of Lord Mortimer are prompts 
ed by a motive much more dangerous than that 
which instigated Sir Charles : he really admires you^ 
and would have you believe his views are honour-^ 
able ; but beware of his duplicity : he seeks t<y take- 
advantage of the too great confidence you repose in. 
him. His purpose once accomplished, he wouU 
sacrifice you to Lady Euphrasia ; and I* know 
enough of her malevolent dispewtion, to be conw 
vinced she would enjoy her triumph over so lovely 
a victim. Ah, my dear Amanda ! even beauty and 
•legance like yours, would not, on. the generality of 
mankind, have power to make them fdrego the ad- 
"Vantages annexed to wealth; on Lord Mortimer 
particularly they would fail of that effect — his am- 
bitioR and avarice are equal to hi» father's : and 

though 
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though his heart and soul, I am confideflt, rerolt 
from the mind and person of Lady Euphrasfa, he 
MTill unite himself to her for the sake of possessing 
her fortunej and thus increasing his own power of 
procuring the gratifications he deh'ghts in. As my 
situation is known, I cannot be accused of decep- 
tion ; and whatever I promise will be strictly ful- 
filled : deliberate, therefore, no longer, my Amanda, 
on the course you shall pursue." — " No," cried 
she, ** I shall indeed no longer del i^ rate about it." 

As she spoke she started from her seat : Belgrare 

again seized her hand. At thi» moment a knocking 

was heard at the halKdoor, which echoed through 

the house : Amanda trembled, and Belgraye paused 

in a speech he had begun ; she supposed the Mar(|uis 

had returned : it was improbable be would eome to 

that room, and even if he did, fVom his distrustful 

^ and malignant temper, she knew not wliether she 

^onld hare reason to rejoice or regret his presence. 

But how great was her confusion, when, instead of 

his Yoice, she heard those of the Marchioness and 

her party ! In a moment, the dreadful consequences 

which might ensue from her present situation rushed 

upon her mind. By the forced attentions of the 

Marchioness and Lady Euphrasia, she was not long 

deceived ; and had reasorn to believe, from the inve- 

* terate dislike they bore her, that they would rejoice 

at an opportunity like the present for traducing her 

f^me ; and with horror ' she saw that appeai*ances, 

even in the eyes of candour, would be against her. 

K 6 She 
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She had positiyely and unexpectedly refused going 
rto the. ball*— -she had expressed delight at the idea of 
staying at home : alas ! would not all these circum- 
ttances be dwelt upon? What ideas might they not 
excite in Lord Mortimec, who already shewed a 
tendency to jealousy ? Half wild at the idea, she 
-clasped her hands together, and exclaimed in a voice 
trembling with anguish, ^' Merciful Heaven I 1 Am 
•ruined for ever!'* — ^' No, no," cried Belgrave, 
flinging himself at her feet ; ^^ pardon me, Amanda, 
and I never more will molest you : I see your prin- 
>ciples are invincible. I admire, I revere your pu* 
rity, and never more will I attempt to injure it 4 J 
ivas on the point of declaring so, when that cursed 
knock came to the door. Compose yourself, and 
eonsidef what can be done in the present emergency : 
yt>u will be ruined if I am seen^ilh you ; the mali- 
cious devils you live with would never believe our 
united asseverations of y<>ur innocence : conceal qi^ 
therefore, if possible, till the family are settled ; the 
person who let me in will then secure my retreat; 
and I swear solemnly n.ever more to trouble you.*' 

Amanda hesitated between the confidence herein, 
nocence inspired, and the dread of the unpleasant 
construction malice might put on her situation. She 
heard the party ascending the stars': fear conquered 
her reluctance to concealment, and she motioned to 
Belgrave to retire to a closet adjoining the dressing* 
room. He^obeyed the motion, and closed -the door 
softly after him. — Amand^^ snatching up her book, 

endeavoured 
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^ndearoured to compose herself ; but the cflbrt wag 
ineffectual — she trembled universally : nor was her 
agitation diminished, when, from the outside of the 
door, Lady Euphrasia called to her to open it. She 
tottered to it, and almost fainted on finding it lock« 
cd: with difllculty she opened it, and the whole 
party, followed by the Marquis, -entered. 

'' Upon my word. Miss, Fitzalan," said the Mar^ 
chioness, '^ you were determined no one should dis- 
turb your meditations. I fear we have surprised 
you ; but poor Euphrasia was taken ill at the ball, 
and we were 'obliged to return with her." — " Mis« 
Fitzalan has not been much better, I believe," said 
Lady Euphrasia, regarding her attentively. — " Good 
»Lord, child!'* cried Lady Greystock, ^' what is the 
matter with you ? — why, you look as pale as if you 
•had seen a ghost!'* — '^ Miss Fitzalan is fond of soli* 
tude," exclaimed the, Marquis, preventing her reply 
4o Lady Greystock. " When I returned home, about 
au hour ago, I sent to request her company in the 
..parlour, which honour, I assure you, I w^s. refused. '^ 
— The message indeed had been-sent, but never delU 
•▼ered to Amauda. — " I assure you, my Lord," said 
she, '^ I heard of no such reqiicst." — ''And pray, 
child, how have you been employed ^H this time?!' 
asked Lady Greystock. — " In reading, Madam," 
faltered out Amanda,, while Jier deathlike paleness 
-was succeeded by a deep blush. — " Vou are certainly 
ill," said Lord Mortimer, who sat beside her, 
la a voice '^expressive of regret at the conviction : 

" yot; 



*' yoa hare been indulf^ing melancholy ideas, I f^ar^*^ 
continued he softly, and taking her hand ; *' for surely, 
surdy to-night you are uneommonly affected.*'— 
Amanda attempted to speak ; the contending emo« 
lions of her mind prevented her utterance, and the 
tears trickled silently down her cheeks. Lord Mor* 
timer saw she wished to avoid notice, yet scarcely 
could he forbear requesting some assistance for her. 

Lady Euphrasia now complained of a violent head- 
ach. The Marchioness wanted to rif»g for remedies: 
this Lady Euphrasia opposed : at last, as if -suddenly 
recollecting it, she said, in the closelt there wa» a 
bottle of eau-de^luce^ which she was certain would 
be a service to her. 

At the mention of the closet,, the blood ran cold- 
through tlie veins of Amanda ; but when she saw 
Lady Euphrasia rise to enter it, had Death, in his 
most frightful form, stared her in the face, she could 
not have betrayed more horror : she looked towards 
it with a countenance as expressive of wild affrigtfr 
as IVIacbeth's, when viewing the chair on which the 
spectre of the murdered Banquo sat. Lord Morti- 
mer, observing thie disorder of her looks,, began to 
tremble: he grasped her hand with a convulsive mo- 
tion, and exclaimed} '^ Amanda, what means this 
agitation .^'* — A loud scream from Lady Euphrasia" 
broke upon their eats, and she rushed from the clo- 
set, followed by Belgrave. — *^ Gracious Heaven !" 
exclaimed Lord ilortimer, dropping Amanda's hand, , 
and rising precipitately, - 

Amanda 



Amftoda looked around : she beheld every ey€ 
fastened on her with amazement and contempt. The 
shock was too much for hef to support. A con« 
fofsed idea darted into her mind, that a deep-laid 
plot had been concerted to ruin her : she faintly ex* 
elaimed, ^^ I am betrayed I" and sunk back upon 
the sofa. 

Lord Mortimer started at her exclamation : " Oh 
Heavens I" cried he, 3S he looked towards her, un- 
able to support the scene that would ensue in conse-- 
quence of this discovery. He struck his foi^head iih 
an agony, and rushed out of the room. In the hall 
he was stopped by Mrs. Jane, the>maid appointed 
by the Marchioness to attend Amanda. ^^ Alack-a- 
day, my Lord!" said sjie, in a whimpering voice, 
*^ something dreadful^ I am afraid, has happened 
above stairs ! Oh dear, what people suffer sometimes 
by their good nature ! 1 am sure, if I thought any 
liarm would come of granting Miss Fitzalan's re. 
quest, she might have begged and pr&yed long 
enough before I would have obliged her." — " Did 
she desire you io bring Colonel Belgrave to this 
house ?'' asked Lord Mortimer. — " Oh,' to be sure- 
she did, my Lord, or how should I ever have thought 
of such a thing ? She has been begging and praying 
long enough for nie to contrive some way of bring- 
ing him here; and she told me a piteous story, 
which would have softened a stone, of his being a 
sweetheart of hers before he was married."^—*' Mer- 
ciful Powers I*' cried Lord Mortimer, clasping his 

hands 
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hands together, " how have I been deceived !"— 
lie was hurrying away, when Mrs. Jane caught hia 
coat. '' I shall lose my place,' ^ said she^ sobbing^ 
^^ that I shall, most certainly ; for my Lord and 
Lady never will forgive my bringing any one in such 
a way into the house. I am sure J thought no 
great harm in it, and did it quite from good nature; 
for indeed, how could one resist the poor dear young 
lady ? — she cried, and said she only wanted io bid 
farewell to her dear Belgrave.^ — Lord Mortimer 
could hear no more: he shook her from him, and 
hurried from the house. 

Amanda's faculties suffered bttt.a piomentary sus- 
pension : as she opened her.eye&,.'her composure and 
fortitude returned. ^^ I am convinced," said she, 
rising, and advancing to the Marquis, ^^it will shock 
your Loi^shlp to hear that it is the treachery of 
somj&'^^erson under your roof has involved me in 
my present embarrassing situation : for my own jus* 
tification, it is necessary to acknowledge that I hav« 
:]ong been the object of a pursuit from Colonel Bel- 
;gfa^^^, as degrading to his character as insulting to 
mine. W]^en he broke so » unexpectedly upon me 
>to-nighf, he declared, even with efFronfery declared^ 
he had a friend in' this house who gave him access to 
it. As ytnir gi^cst, my Lord, I may expect your 
Lordship's protection ; also, that an immediate in* 
quiry be .m^d^ for the abettor in this scheme against 
me, jinjl'afull discovery of it extorted, that, should 
the affair be mentioned; it may be explained^ and my 

;Cani« 
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Itme cleared of ererj imputation.'* — ^' That^ Ma- 
dam," said the Jtfarquis, with a malicious sneer^ 
f^ would not bo quite .so easj a matter as you may 
perhaps suppose; neither the world nor I am so 
credulous .as yx>n imagine. Your story. Madam, by 
no means hangs well together ; there is nt> person in 
my house would hare dared to commit the act you 
accuse them of, as they must know the consequence 
of it would be immediate dismission from my service, 
liad not Colonel Belgrade been Toluntarily admitted, 
he never would have been concealed; no. Madam, 
you would have rejoiced at the opportunity our 
presence gave you of punishing his temerity. Inno- 
cence is bold ; 'tis guiit alone is timorous." 

The truth of part of his speech struck forcibly 
tUpon Amanda; but how could she explain her con- 
duct? how declare it was her dread of the Marchio. 
ness and Lady Euphrasia's malice which had made 
her consent to conceal him?— ^^ Oh i I ^ee," said 
«he, in the agony of her soul, ^' I see I am the dupe 
of complicated artifice.'' — '* I never in my life,'* 
cried the Marchioness, ^* met with such assurance-— 
To desire the Marquis to be her champion I" — ^' As 
«he was entrusted to my care, however," exclaimed 
Lady Grey stock, ^* I think it necessary to inquire 
into the affair. Pray, ffir," turning to the Colonel, 
.** by what means did you come here ?" — The Colo. 
•ncl, with undiminished assurance, had hitherto stood 
near the fatal closet, leaning on a chair. — *' That, 
3Iadam," replied he, '^ I must be e^Kcuscd retealing; 
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let me, howerer^ anure ypar Lsdyshfp, it is Mi ort 
my own account I affect concealment."— Here be 
glanced at Amanda. — ^* Those parts of wy conduct, 
however, which I choose to conceal, I shall always 
be ready to defend." — " Sir," cried the Marqui* 
haughtily, ^< no explanation or defence of your con« 
duct is here required ; I have neither right nor inclL* 
nation to interfere in Miss Fitzalan's concerns. '^•'^ 
The Colonel bowed to the circle, and was retiring, 
when Amanda flew to him, and caught His arm* 
^* Surely, surely," said she, almost gasping for 
breath, '^ you cannot be so inhuman as to retire 
without explaining this whole atffair I- Ob Belgrave ! 
leare me not a prey to slander! By all your hopes 
^f mercy and forgtreness hereafter, I conjure you to- 
elear my fame !" — ** My dear creature," said he, in 
a low Toice, yet loud enough to be beard by the 
whole party, *^ any thing 1 c#uld say would be un*^ 
ayailing ; you find they are determined not to set 
things in the light we wish them viewed. Compose 
yourself, I beseech yon ; and be assured, while I 
exist, you never shall want comfort or affluence." 
He gently disengaged himself as he spoke, and quit, 
ted the room, leaving her ri vetted to the floor, la 
amazement at his insolence and perfidy. — '^ I am 
Bare," said Lady Greystock, '^ I shall regret all my 
life the hour in which I took her under my protec* 
tton ; though indeed, from what I heard soon after 
my arrival in London, I should have dispatched her 
baek to bcr father; but I felt a foolish pity for her* 

I w«* 



eniLDftEN or ¥B« absit. si I 

t was In hopeS) indeed^ the society I had intrDduee4 
h(Br to would hftTO produced a reformation, and 
that I might be the ^eans of saring a yoang rrea** 
ture from entire destruction*" — ** From what I have 
alr^eady suffered by her family, nothing should hartf 
tempted me to take her under my roof," exclaimed 
the Marchioness. — ^^ Were she my relation/' cried 
the Marquis, ^^ I should long since have come to a 
determination about her ; as yours, Madam," turn- 
ing to the Marchioness, ^^ I shall not attempt form, 
ing one : I deem it, howerer, absolutely necessary 
to remove Lady Euphrasia Sutherland from the 
house, till the young lady chooses to quit it ; I »hall 
therefore order the carriage to be ready at aft early 
hour, for the villa." — '* I shall certainly accompany 
your Lordship," cried the Marchiosess, ♦* for I 
cannot endure her sight ; and though she deserves 
It, it shall not be said that we ivrned her from the 
house." — ^^ The only measure she should pursue,'^ 
exclaimed Lady Greystock, ^^ is to sot off as sooa 
as possible for Ireland : when she returns to obscii* 
rity, the affair may die away." — " It may, how- 
ever," said Amanda, *^ be yet revived, to cover with 
confusion its contrivers* To Heaven I leave the 
vindication of my innocence ; its justice is sure^ 
though sometimes slow, and the hour of retribution 
often arrives when least expected. Much as I havo 
suffered, much as I may still suffer, I think my own 
situation preferaWe to theirs who have set their 
mares around me : the injurer must ever feel greater 

pangs 
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paDgs than the injured — the pangs of guilt and re* 
jDorse. I shall return to my obscurity, happy in 

the consciousness that it is not a shelter for shame^ 
but a refuge from cruelty, I seek: but can I be 
surprised at meeting cruelty from those who hare 
long since waTed the ties of kindred ? from those," 
and she glanced at Lady Grey stock, ** who haye set 
^aside the claims of justice and humanity ?" — Th» 
JMarchioness trembled with rage at this speech ; and 
as Amanda retired from the room, exclaimed, '^ In- 
tolerable assurance !" 

Amanda repaired immediately to her chamber : sht 
.-tottered as she walked ; and the housekeeper and Mrs. 
Jaue, who, with some other servants, had assembled, 
out of curiosity, near the door, followed her thither. 
The emotions she had so painfully suppressed now 
rburst forth with violence ; she fell into an agony of 
tears and sobs, which impeded her breathing. Th# 
housekeeper and Jane loosened her clothes, and sup« 
.ported her to the bed. In a short time she was suffi. 
xiently recoreied to be able to speak, and requested 
they would Engage a carriage for her against the 
next day, at an early hour, that she might commence 
her journey to Ireland. This they promised, and at 
her desire retired. 

Success, but not happiness, had crowned th* 
Marchioness's scheme ; she triumphed in the disgrace 
she had drawn upon Amanda, but feared that dis- 
grace was only temporary. She had entangled hejr 
in a snare, but dreaded not harjng secured her in it: 
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she distrusted those who had assisted her design.s, for 
the guilty will ever suspect each other. ^They might 
betray her, or Colodel Belgrare might repent ; but 
such evils, if they«Ter did arrive, were probably far 
distaut : in the interim,:all she desired to accomplish 
might be effected* Long had she been meditating on 
some plan which should ruin Amanda for ever, not 
only in the opinion of Lord Mortimer, but in the 
estimation of the world. With the profligacy of 
Colonel Belgrave she was well acquainted, and in* 
dined from it to belicTe, that he would readily joki 
in any scheme which could give him a chance of pos- 
sessing Amanda, On discovering ber residence, he 
had ordered his Tale!, who. was a trasty agent in ^1 
his villainies, to endeavour to gam access to the 
house, that he might discover. whether there was a 
chance of introducing him there. The valet obeyed 
bis orders, and soon attached himself to Mrs. Jane, 
whom the Marchioness had placed about Amanda, 
from knowing she was capable of any deceitful part. 
She was introduced to Belgrave, and a handsome 
present secured her in bis interest. She communis 
cated to the Marchioness the particulars of their in. 
terview : from that period they had been seeking to 
bring about such a scene as was at last acted ; for 
the conduct of Amanda had hitherto defeated their 
intentions. Her staying from the ball at last gavo 
ihe wished.for opportumty. 

Lady Euphrasia was apprized of the whole plot; 
and the hint of ;her indisposition was giren in the 

morning, 
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morningy that do suspicion might be entertained is 
the evening, when mentioned as a plea for returnirig 
htime earlier than was intended. 

Colonel Belgrave was inf rod need into the eloset 
by Mrs. Jane, through a door that opened from the 
lobby ; and whilst Amanda sat pensively reading, ho 
stole out, and secured the other door, as already 
mentioned* 

When Lady Euphrasia declared she was too ill to 
continue at the ball. Lord Mortimer offered to at. 
tebd her home; had he not done so, the Marchi6« 
ness intended to have asked him* 

The Marqvis was persuaded that Amanda was an 
artful and dangerous rival to his daughter, and he 
hated her for that consideration. The laws of hos- 
pitality obliged him to treat her with politeness, but 
he gladly sebed the irst opportunity that offered for 
expressing his dislike. Lady Greystock saw through 
the plot ; but she professed her belief of Amanda's 
guilt, which was all the Marchioness required. 

The Marqub left the ladies together^ while he went 
to giye orders about his early journey. Soon after 
his departure, a loud knocking was heard, which 
announced a visitor; and from the lateness of the 
hour, they conjectnred, and were right in doing so, 
tkat it must be Lord Mortimer, After traversii^g 
several streets, in ani^ony no language can describe, 
he returned' to Portman^sqnare. His fancy present, 
ed Amanda to his view, overwhelmed with shame) 
«jid linking beno»ih the ke^n reproaches levelted at 

her 5 
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ber: in the idea of her sufferings, all resentment for 
the supposed perfidy was forgotten ; human nature 
inras liable to err, and the noblest effort that Nature 
could make was to pardon such errors. To speak 
comfort io this fallen angel, he felt, wduld relieve 
the weight which pressed upon his own breast. Pale 
and disordered, he entered the room, and found the 
ladies apparently much affected. — " My dear Lord,** 
said the Marchioness,^' I am glad you are come 
back ; as a friend of the family, you may perhaps 
honour us with your advice on the present pccasion.*^ 
«— ^* Indeed," exclaimed Lady Greystock, " 1 suppose 
his Lordship is at as great a loss to know what can 
be done as we are. Were the Colonel in a situation 
to make any reparation, but a married man — only 
think how horrible !'' — ^' Execrable monster !" cried 
Lord Mortilner, starting from his seat, and trarers. 
ing the room ; '* \t wer^ a deed of kindness to man« 
kind to extirpate him from the earth ! But say," 
continued he, and his Toice faltered as he spoke, 

V where is the unfortunate " he could not pro* 

Bounce the name of Amanda.-— '^ In her own room," 
jreplied the Marchlonesa* '^ I assure you she behaved 
with not a little insolence, on Lady Greystock'sad* 
vising her to return home : for my part, I shall let 
her act as she pleases." She tlien proceeded to men- 
tion the Marquis's resolution of leaTing the house till 
fihe had quitted it, and that he insisted on their ac^ 
eompanying him.~— ^' To return to her father is cer- 
tiiniy the only elig^ible plan ehe can pursue," said 

Lord 
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Lord Mortimer; '^ but allow me," continued he,. 
^' to request that your Ladyship will hot impute to 
Insolence any expression which dropped from her : 
pity her wounded feelings, and soften her sorrows*'* 
— ^^ I declare,^' cried Lady Euphrasia, ^' J thought 
I should haye fainted, from the pity I felt for her.'* 
•-— ^^ You pitied her then," said. Lord Mortimer, 
sitting down by her Ladyship; ^^ you pitied and 
sootlied her affiictioos ?'' — ** Yes indeed," repticd 
she. 

If ever Lady .Euphrasia appeared pleasing in the 
eyes of Lord Mortimer, it was at this moment, when 
he was credulous enough to beliere she had shed the 
tear of pity orer his lost Amanda. He took her 
hand: ^^ Ah, my dear Lady Euphrasia!" said h*>*, 
in an accent of melting softness, f ^ perhaps eren now 
she needs consolation : a gentle female friend would 
be a comfort to her wounded heart." — Lady Enphra. 
sia immediately took the hint, and saiid she would go 
to her. — He led her to the door : *^ Yon are going,** 
cried he, ^' to perform the office of an angel — to 
console the afflicted. Ah! well does it become the 
young and gentle of your sex to pity such misfor- 
tunes !" — Her Ladyship retired, but not indeed to 
the chamber of the forlorn Amanda; in her own she 
▼ented the rage of her soul, ia something' little short 
of execrations against Lord Mortimer, for the affec. 
tion she saw he still retained for Amanda. 

On her Ladyship's retiring. Lady Greystock men* 
tioned eyery particular she had heard from Mrs* 

Jennings^ 
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^entiitigSy and bitterly lamented her having ever taken 
Amanda under her protection. The subject was too 
painful to be long endured by Lord Mortimer : he 
had heard of the ekrly hour fixed for their journey, 
and saying he would no longer keep the ladies from 
repose, precipitately retired^ He gave his man di. 
rections to watch their motions, and inform him 
when ihf-y Itfi town. 

Exhausted by the violence of her emotions, a tem- 
porary forgetfulness stole over the senses of Amanda, 
on her being left to solitude. In this state she con. 
tinued till roused by a bustle in the house. She 
started, listened, and heard the sound of a carriage. 
Supposing it to be the one she had ordered for her 
departure, she sprang from the bed, and going to 
the window, saw, instead of one for her, tlie Mar. 
quis's, into which he was handing the ladies. As 
soon as it drove from the door, she rang the bell, 
and the liousekeeper immediately appieared, as Mrs. 
Jane had attended the Marchioness to the villa. 
Amanda inquired whether a carriage, as she directed, 
had been engaged for her ? The housekeeper replied, 
the hour in which she spoke was too late for such a 
purpose ; but she had now sent about one. 

Amanda endeavoured to exert herself, and wag 
packing up her clothes, when a maid entered th« 

chamber, and said Lord Mortimer was below, and 
wished to speak to her. Tumultuous joy pervaded 
the mind of Amanda : she had believed it probable 
*she should not see him again before her departure for 
TOL. ii« %• Ir&]ajid| 
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Ireland, from whence she had determiDed wriling'hi 
him the particulars of the affair* His Tisit seemciS 
to announce he thought not unfavourably of her.; 
she supposed he came to assure her that his opinion 
of her integrity was unshaken 2 ^^ And I shall yet 
triumph,*' cried she, in the transport of the idea, 
'^ over malice and treachery." — She sprang past th« 
maid, her feet scarce touched the ground, and in a 
moment she found herself in the arms of Lord Mor- 
timer, which involuntarily opened to receive her; 

> for, trembling, weak, and disordered, she would else, 
on seeing him, have sunk to the floor. He supported 
her to a sofa : in a little time she raised her head 
from his shoulder, and exclaimed, ^^ Oh, you are 
come! I know you are come to comfort me !''— 
" Would to Heaven," he answered, *^ I were ca- 
pable of either giving or receiving comfort ! The 
period, however, I trust, may yet arrive, when we 
shall both at least be more composed. To mitigate 

• your sorrows would lessen my own ; for never, oh, 
never can my heart forget the love and esteem it once 
bore Amandal'' — •'* Once bore her!" repeated 
Amanda ; " onccf bore her. Lord Mortimer, do you 
say ? Then you wish to imply they no longer exist ?" 
■ — The tone of anguish iu which she spoke pierced 
the heart of Mortimer : unable to speak, he arose, 

» and walked to the window, to hide his emotion. 
His words, his silence, all conveyed a fatal truth 
to Amanda : she saw a dreadful and eternal separa- 
tion effected between her and Lord Mortimer ; she 

beheld 
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1)ekcld herself deprired of reputation^ loaded with 
'Calumny^ and no longer an object of lore, bat of 
detestation and contempt. Her anguish was alAiost 
too great to bear, jet the pride of injured innocence 
made her wish to conceal it ; and as Lord Mortimer 
stood at the window, she determined to try and leave 
the room without his knowledge; but ere she gained 
the door, her head grew giddy, her strength failed, 
she staggered, faintly screamed on finding herself 
falling, and sunk upon the floor. 

Lord Mortimer wildly called for assistance; he 
raised and carried her back to the sofa ; he strained 
her to his bosom, kissed her pale lips, and wept over 
her. ^^ I have wounded yoar gentle soul, my Aman- 
da," cried he; '* but I have tortured my own by 
doing so. Ah! still dearest of women! did the 
world compassionate your errors as I compassionate 
them, neither contempt nor calumny would ever ba 
your portion ! How pale she looks !*' said he, rais- 
ing his head to gaze upon her face; <^ how like a 
lovely flower untimely faded ! Yet were it happiness 
for her never to revive : a soul like hers, originally 
noble, must be wretched under the pressure of scorn. 
Execrable Belgrave ! the fairest work of Heaven is 
destroyed by you ! — Oh, my Amanda, my distress is 
surely severe ! Though anguish rives my heart for 
your loss, I must conceal it ; the sad luxury of grief 
will be denied me; for the world would smile if I 
could say I now lamented you.'* 

Z.2 Suck 
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Such were the effusions of sorrow which bro'ki 
from Lord Mortimer over the insensible Amanda.— 
The housekeeper, who had been listening all this 
time^ now appeared, as if in obedience to his call, 
and offered her assistance ia recovering Amanda. 
Heavy sighs at length gave hopes of her restoration. 
Lord Mortimer, unable to support her patlietic la- 
mentations, determined to depart, ere she was per- 
fectly sensible. — " Miss Fitzalan," said he to th« 
housekeeper, ^* will wish, I am convinced, to quit 
tliis house immediately : I shall take upon myself to 
procure her a carriage, aho a proper attendant for 
her journey, which, I flatter myself, she will be able 
to commence in a few hours. Be kind, be gentle to 
her, my good woman, and depend on my eternal gra* 
titude. * When she is recovered, deliver her this let- 
ter." — The housekeeper promised to observe his in- 
junctions, and he departed. 

To Ireland, with Amanda, he intended sending an 
old female servant, who had formerly been an atten. 
dant of his mother's, and his own man. He was 
shocked at the conduct of the Marchioness and Lady 
Grey stock, and thought them guilty of the highest 
inhumanity in thus deserting Amanda. — ^The letter 
he had put into the housekeeper's hands excited her 
curiosity so strongly, that she was tempted to gratify 
it. Amanda was not in a situation to perceive what 
she did: the tetter could easily be sealed again ; and, 
Jn short, without longer hesitation, she ropened it. 

How 
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ffdur great was her amazement, on finding itcontain-* 
ed a bank-note for fij?e hundred pounds I Thewordl 
were as follow : — » ^ 

^' Consider me, Amanda, in thef 
light of a brother; as such, accept my services. Ta 
serve you in any manner will be a sftirce of conso- 
lation, which, I flatter myself, you will be happy to 
allow me. 'Tis- necessary you should return imme- 
diately to your father; hesitate notj then, about 
using the enclosed. Your complying with my re- 
quest will proTe.^at you yet retain a friendship 
foF ^'Mortimer." 

*^ What a sum !" cried the housekeeper, as she 
eicamined the note ; " what a nice little independency 
would this, in addition to what I have already saved, 
b^ for an honest woman \ What a pity it is such a 
creature as it is designed for should possess it I" — 
The housekeeper, like her Lady, was fertile in inven- 
tion: to be sure, there was some danger in her pre- 
sent scheme ; but for such a prize, it was worth her 
while to run some risk. Cotild she but get Amanda 
off ere the carriage from Lord Mortimer arrived, she 
believed all would succeed as she could wish : Aman- 
da, ignorant as she was of Lord Mortimer's inten. 
tions, would not consequently be influenced by them,- 
ie oppose any thing she could do. Full of this idea, 
she ran out, and calling a footman high in her favour, 
desired him immediately to prociirre a travelling-chaise 

L 3 for 
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for Miss Fitzalan. She then returned to Amandk^ 
"who was just beginning to move. *^ Come, come,"' 
cried she, going to her, and roughly shaking her 
shoulder, '' have done with those tragedy^airs^ and 
prepare yourself against the carriage yon ordered 
comes ; it will be at the door in a few minutes."— 
Amanda lookeA round the room : ^' Is Lord Morti« 
nier gone then ?" said she. — ^^ Lord, to be sure ho 
isl" cried the housekeeper ; ^^ he left you on th% 
floor : and as he went out, he said you should nerer 
hare another opportunity of dccelTing him." 

A sudden phrenzy seemed to seize Amanda ; sho 
wrung her hands, called upon Lord Mortimer in the 
impassioned language of despair, and flung herself on 
the ground, exclaiming, '^ This last stroke is more 
than I can bear!" — The housekeeper grew alarmed 
lest her agitation should retard her departure : sh« 
raised her forcibly from the ground, and said she 
must compose herself to begin her journey, which, 
was unavoidable, as the Marchioness had given abso- 
lute orders to have her sent from the house early la 
the morning. — ^^ Accursed house!" said Amanda, 
whose reason was restored by the strenuous remon- 
strances of the housekeeper ; " Oh that I had never 
entered it!" She then told her companion, if she 
would assist her, as she was almost too weak to do 
any thing for herself, she would be ready against the 
carriage came. The housekeeper and a maid accord, 
ingly attended her to her chamber ; the former 
brought her drops^ and the latter assisted in putting 

OHL 
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im her habit, and packing up her clothes. Amanda '■ 
having secured her trunks, desired ihoy might be 
sent, by the first opportunity, to Castle Carberry : 
she had left a great many; clothes there, so took no- 
thing at present with her, but a small quantity of 
linen. She had but a few gujneas in her purse ; her ' 
watch, however, was valuable; and if she had money 
euough to carry her to Dublin, she knew there she 
might procure a suihcient sum on it to carry her 
home. 

At last the carriage came. With a trembling frame^ -? 
and half-broken heart, Amanda entered it. She saw 
Nicholas, the footman who had procured it, ready 
mounted to attend her: she told him it was unneces- 
sary to do so ; but he declar«d he could not think of 
letting so young a lady travel unprotected. She was 
pleased at his attention ;. she had shuddered at the 
idea of her forlorn situation, and now dropped a 
tear of sweet sensibility, at finding she was not utterly 
deserted hy every hum^n being. — The carriage took 
the road to Parkgate, as Amanda chose to embark 
from thence, the journey being so much nearer to 
it than to Holyhead. It was now about eight o'clock : 
after travelling four hours, the chaise stopped at a 
small house on the road side, which appeared to be 
a common alehouse. Amanda was unwilling to en- 
ter it, but the horses were here to be changed ; and she 
was shewn into a dirty parlour, where, almost sink- 
ing with weakness, she ordered tea to be immedi- 
ately brought in. She was much astonished as she 

L 4 sat 
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sat at the tea-table, to see Nicholas enter the rootHi 
with a familiar air, and seat himself by her. She- 
stared at him at first, supposing him into:sicated ; 
but perceiving no signs of this in his countenance, 
began to fear that the insults she had received at the 
Marquis's made him think himself authorized to 
treat her with this insolence?. She arose abruptly^ 
and summoning all her resolution to her aid, desired 
him to retire ; adding, if his attendance was requi- 
site, she would ring for him. Nicholas also quitted 
his seat, and following her, caught her in his arms^. 
exclaiming, '^ Bless us, how hoity-toity you ara 
grown !" — Amanda shrieked, and stamped on th^ 
floor, in an agony of terror and indignation. — 
*' Why now, really," said he, '^ after what hap- 
pened at home, I think you need not be so coy with 
me." — '* Oh save me, Heaven^ from this wretch I" 
was all the affrighted Amanda could articulate. 

The door opened^ a waiter appeared, and told 
Nicholas he was wanted without. Nicholas released 
Amanda, and ran directly from the room. Amanda 
sunk upon a chair, and her head turned 'giddy at th^ 
idea of the dangers with which she was surrounded : 
she saw herself in the power of a wretch, perhaps 
wretches (for the house seemed a proper place for 
scenes of villany), without the means of delivering 
herself. She walked to the window ; a confused idea 
of getting through it, and running from the house, 
darted into her mind : but she turned from it in 
9fonj^ Sit seeing a number of countrymen drinking^ 

befoni 
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before it. She now could only raise her feeble hands 
to HeaTen, to supplicate its protection. 

She passed some minutes in this manner, when the 
lock turned, and made her shudder ; but it was the 
landlady ak)ne' who entered : she came, she said, with 
Nicholas's respectful duty, and he was sorry he was 
obliged to go back to town, without seeing her safe 
to her journey's end. — ^' Is he really gone ?*' asked 
Amanda, with all the eagerness of joy. — ^' Yes,'* 
the woman said ; >' a person had followed him from 
London, on purpose to bring him back." — " Is the 
carriage ready ?" cried Amanda. — She was informed 
it -wasi — '^ Let me fly then," said she, running to the 
door; " let me fly, or the wretch may return." — 
The landlady impeded her progress, to tell her the 
bill was not jet settled. Amanda pulled out her 
purse, and besought her not to detain her. This tlie 
"woman had no desire to do ; things were therefore 
settled without delay between them, and Amanda 
vas driyen with as much expedition as she could d^^- 
sire, from the terrifying mansion. The chaise had 
proceeded about two miles, when, in the middle of a 
salilary road, or rather lane, by the side of a wood, 
it suddenly stopped. Amanda, alarmed at eyery in. 
cident, hastily looked out, and inquired what was 
the matter ? but how impossible to de^cjibe her ter- 
ror, when she beheld Colonel JBelgrave, and Nicholas 
standing by him I She shrunk back, and entreated 
the postillion to di'iTe on; but he hefdfd not her 
entreaty. JNicholas opened the door, and.B£lgraTe 
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•prang into the carriage. Amanda attempted to barst 
open the door at the opposite side, but he caught her 
to his bosom, and the horses set off at full speed. 

Colonel Belgraye's valet had been secreted by 
Mrs. Jane, the preceding night, in the house, that 
he might be able to giro his master intelligence of all 
that passed within it, in consequence of his being dfs. 
covered in the closet. On hearing the family were 
gone to the Marquis's villa, Belgrave believed he 
could easily prevail on the domestics to deliver up 
Amanda to him. Elated with this hope, he reached 
the house, attended by his valet, just after she had 
quitted it. The housekeeper hesitated to inform 
him of the road she had taken, till she had procured 
what she knew would be the consequence of her he- 
sitation — a large bribe. Horses were then immedi. 
ately procured, and Belgrave and his servant set off 
in pursuit of Amanda. The sight of a travelling, 
chaise at the little inn already mentioned, prompted 
their inquiries ; and on finding the chaise waited for 
Amanda, the Colonel retired to a private room, sent 
for Nicholas, and secured him in bis interest. It 
was settled they should repair to the wood, by which 
thjEi postillion was bribed to pass, and from thence 
proceed to a country-house of the Colonel's. Their 
scheme accomplished, Nicholas, happy in the service 
he had done, or rather the reward he had obtained for 
that service, again turned his face towards London. 

The carriage and attendants Lord Mortimer pro- 
cured for Amanda arrived even earlier than the 

housekeeper 
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lionsekecper had expected, and she blessed her lucky 
atars for the precipitancy wilh which she had hurried 
oiF Amanda. They were foUowed by his LordsJiip 
himself, whose wretched heart could not support the 
idea of letting Amanda depart without once more 
beholding her. Great was his dismay, his astonish- 
ment, when the housekeeper informed him she was 
gone. — '^Gone!^' he repeated, changing colour.— 
The housekeeper said, that, without her knowledge, 
Miss Fitzalan had a chaise hired ; and the moment 
it came to the door, stepped into it, notwithstand- 
ing she was told his Lordship meant to provide every 
thing proper for her journey himself. " But she 
said, my Lord," cried the housekeeper, " she want- 
ed none of your care, and that she could never get 
fast enough from a house, or from people, where, 
and by whom, she had been so ill treated." — Lord 
JMortimer asked if she had any attendant, and whe. 
ther she took the letter ? — The housekeeper answer- 
ed both these questions in the affirmative : " Truly, 
my Lord," she continued, " T believe your Lord-, 
ship said something in that letter which pleased her, 
for she smiled on opening it, and said, ''^Well, well, 
this is something like comfort." — ^' And was she 
really so mean ?" he was on the point of asking ; 
but he timely checked a question which was spring- 
ing from a heart that sickened at finding the object 
of its tenderest affections unworthy, in every respect, 
of possessing them. Every idea of this kind soon 
gave way to anxiety on her account; his heart mis- 

L 6 gave 
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gave him at her undertaking so long a journey under 
the protection of a common servant, and unable to 
end are his apprehensions, he determitied instantly to 
pursue, and see her safe himself to the destined port 
•—The woman, who had hitherto sat in the chaise, 
was ordered to return home ; he entered it with 
eagerness, and promised liberally to reward the pos- 
tiilions, if they used expedition. They had changed 
horses but once, when Lord Mortimer saw Nicholas 
approaching, whom, at the first glance, he knew. 
He stopped the carriage, and called out, '^ Where 
iiaye you left Miss Fitzalan?"— «« Faith, my Lord," 
cried Nicholas, instantly stopping, and taking off 
his hat, " in yery good company ; I left her with 
Colonel Belgrave, who. was waiting, by appoint- 
ment, on the road for her." — " Oh horrible infatua. 
tion!" said Lord Mortimer, " that nothing can 
snatch her from the arms of infamy !" 

The postiliipn desired to know whether he should 
Teturn to London I — Lord Mortimer hesitated, and 
at last desired him to go on, according to his first 
. directions. He resolved to proceed to Parkgate, and 
discover whether Amanda had returned to Ireland. — 
They had not proceeded far when they overtook a 
travelling-chaise. As Lord Mortimer passed, he 
looked into it, and beheld Amanda reclined on the 
bosom of Bf^lgrave : he trembled universally, closed 
his eyes, and sighed out the name of the perfidious 
Amanda. 

When they had gone some way before the other 

chaise, 
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chaise, he desired the postillion to strike off Into an. 
other road, which, by a circuit of a few miles, would 
bring them back to London. Amanda, it was eTi. 
dent^ had put herself under the protection of Bel^* 
grave, and to know whether she went to Ireland 
was now of little consequence to him, as he sup. 
posed her irreclaimable; but how impossible to de- 
scribe his distress and confusion, when almost the 
first object he beheld, on alighting in St. James's* 
square, was his aunt, Lady Martha Dormer, who^ 
in compliance with his urgent request, had hastened 
to London ! Had a spectre crossed his sight, he 
could not have been more shocked. 

^* Well, my dear Frederick," said her Ladyship, 
*^ you see T lost no time in obeying your wishes ; I 
have flown hither, I may indeed say, on the wings 
of love. But where is this little diyinify of thine? 
I long to have a peep at her goddessship." — Lord 
Mortimer, inexpressibly shocked, turned fo the win. 
dow. — *' I shall see, to be sure," cried her Lady- 
ship, " quite a little paragon ! Positively, Frederick, 
I will be introduced this very evening." — " My 
dear aunt, my dear Lady Marlha," said Lord Mor- 
timer impatiently, " for Heaven's sake spare me !" 
.^^* But tell me," she continued, *' when I shall 
commence this attack upon your father's heart ?"— 
^' Never, nevirl" sighed Mortimer, half distracted, 
— '' What, you suppose he will prove inflexible? 
but 1 do not despair of convincing you to the con- 
trary. 
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trary. Tell me, Frederick, when the little charmer 
is to be seen?"-— "Oh God I" cried Mortimer, 
striking his forehead, " she is lost," said he, '* she 
is lost for ever!" — Lady Martha was alarmed; she 
now, for the first time, noticed the wild and pallid 
looks of her nephew. ** Gracious Hearen !" she 
exclaimed, '' what is the matter ?" 

The dreadful explanation Lord Mortimer noisr 
found himself under a necessity of giring, the shame 
of acknowledging he was so deceived^ the agony he 
suffered from that deception, joined to the excessive 
• agitation and fatigue he had felt the preceding night 
and the present day, so powerfully assailed him at 
this moment, that his senses suddenly gave way, and 
he actually fainted on the floor* What a sight for 
the tender Lady Martha I She saw something dread«- 
ful had happened, and what this was, Lord Morti* 
mer, as soon as recovered, informed her. — lie then 
retired to his chamber : he could neither converse^ 
not bear to be conversed with — his fondest hopeff 
were blasted : nor could he forego the sad indulgence 
of mourning over them in solitude. He felt almost 
convinced that the hold Amanda had on his affec* 
tions could not be withdrawn : he had considered 
her as scarcely less than his wife ; and had she beeu 
realJy such, her present conduct could not have given 
more anguish. Had she been snatched from him by 
the hand of Death, had she been wedded to a worthy 
character^ he could have summoned fortitude to hir 

ftid ; 
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aid'; but to find her the prey of a Tillain, was a 
stroke too horrible to bear, at least for a long pe- 
riod^ with patience. 



CHAP. xiir. 

And let a maid thy pity share. 



Who seeks for rest, but finds despair 

Companion of her way. Goldsmith. 

Amanda had fainted soon after Colonel Belgrave 
entered the carriage, and she was reclining on his 
bosom in a state of insensibility, when Lord Morti- 
mer passed. In this situation she continued till they 
had gained a solitary road, when the carriage stop- 
ped, and water, procured from an adjacent cottage, 
being sprinkled on her face, she recovered ; but, 
either by arguments or actions, she was now unable 
to oppose Belgrave : she feJt a weakness through her 
whole frame, which she believed the forerunner of 
death ; and a languor on her mind, that almost de- 
prived it of the perception of misery. The refresh- 
ments offered to her she could only refuse by a mo- 
tion of her hand ; and in this manner they proceeded 
till about nine o'clock at night, when they entered 
an extensive wood, in the very centre of which stood 
Colonel Belgrave's mansion. He carried Amanda 

himself 
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liimself into it, and laid her upon a sofa in a^Iai^ 
^rlaur.' Some female domestics appeared witbdrop» 
and cordials, to try and recover her from the almost 
lifeless state in which she lay. One of them pre- 
sented a letter to the Colonel, which excited no little ^ 
perturbation in kts mind t it came express to infonn 
htoi, that his uncle, whose estate and title he was . 
heir to, lay at the point. of death,. and that his pre*^ 
sence was immediately required. 

The Colonel was not so absolutely engrossed b^ 
love, as to be incapable of attending to his interest ; : 
an addition of fortune was extremely agreeable, ai^ 
hts affairs were somewhat deranged : and as Amanda . 
was not in a situation at present to comply with any 
overtures he should make, his resokitlon wasimme-^ 
diately formed to set off without delay ; and against 
his return, he trusted Amanda would he not only re* . 
covered, but willing to aecede to hiswishes^ He 
dismissed the w-oman, who had brought her alittle t(x 
herself, and taking her hand, informed^her of the^. 
painful necessity he. was under of departing for a>- 
short time : he also m; ntioned \m hopes that, on his 
pefurn, he should have no obstacle thrown in the 
way of his happiness by her. " You must be sen- 
sible, my dear Amanda," said. he. with coolness^. 
*^ that your reputation is as much gone as if you 
had complied with my wishes : siqce-it is sacrificed, 
why not enjoy the advantages, that. may, that will : 
certamly aUend the reality of that sacrifice?" — 
*' Monster I" cried Amanda, '^ youi: ^rts may have- 

destroye^ 
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<3estroyed my fame, but my innocence bids defiance 
to your power." — " Conquer your obstinacy^ 
Amanda," replied he, '' against I return, or I shall 
not promise but what I may be at last irritated. Aa 
you will have no occasion for money here, you must 
excuse me, my dear creature, if I take yoar purse 
into my own keeping : my domestics may be faith-, 
ful, when they have no inducemeni: to the contrary ;. 
but no bribery, no corruption, you know!" He 
then Tery deliberately took Amanda's purse and 
watch from her pocket, and deposited them in hiji 
own. He had already given directions to his ser* 
vants concerning their treatment of Amanda, and, 
now ordered them to carry her to a chamber, and 
make her take some refreshment. — " Reflect, Aman- 
da," said he, ere she retired, '' on your present situ, 
ation, and timely estimate the advantages 1 olfer ta 
your acceptance: wealth, pleasure, the attentions of 
a man who adores you, are not to be despised* 
Upon my soul, it grieves me to leave yon ; but the 
joys of meeting will, I trust, pay the pangs of ab« 
scnce." As he spoke, he attempted to embrace her, 
but she faintly shrieked, and sunk from his grasp. 
He looked provoked ; but as he had no time to lose^ 
he reserved a declaration of his anger foe another 
opportunity, and directly set off for his uncle's- 

Amanda was supported to a chamber, and lay 
down in her clothes on a bed : they offered her bread 
aj^d wine, but she was too sick to touch any. To 
remonstrate with the insolent-looking creatures who 

surrounded* 
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ffurroundrd her, slie knew wonld be unavailing; znd< 
she turned her face on the pillow,to stifle her sobs, a» 
she belieyed they would exult in her distress. Death 
»he thought approaching, and the idea of being sepa- 
rated from the dear objects who would have soothed 
its last pangs, was dreadful : her father in agony, 
and Oscar, her beloved brother, bewailing her with 
tears of sorrow, were the images fancy presented to 
her view. " Dear oJbjects of my love !" she softly 
exclaimed, ^* Amanda shall no more behold you ! 
but her last sigh will be breathed for you. — Ah 
•why, why," she cried, " did I sufier myself to be • 
separated from my father ?'* 

A young woman leaned over Amanda, and sur« 
veyed her with the most malignant scrutiny : she was - 
daughter to Belgravo's steward, and neither «he nor 
her father possessed sufficient virtue to make them 
reject the offers Belgrave made them on her account. 
His attachment to her was violent, but transient ; 
and ill the height of it, he n>ade her mistress of the 
mansion she now occupied, which character she 
maintained with tyrannic sway over the rest of the 
domestics. Belgrave was really ignorant of the vio- 
lence of her temper, and had no idea she would dare 
dispute his inclinations, or disobey his orders — he 
believed she would be subservient to both ; and 
from this belief, gave Amanda particularly into her 
charge. But scarcely had he departed, ere she swore 
that, let the consequence be what it would, the vile 
wretch he had broughtiato the house to insult her 

should 
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ilronld ncTGr remain in it: " she shall tramp," cried 
»he, " though I follow hermyself when he returns; 
for such a little hussey shall never triumph over me !" 
—The servants^ ignorant and timorous, did not at- 
tempt to oppose her. — " Come, Madam," said she^ 
'suddenly seizing. Amanda's arm, and pulling her from 
the pillow, ** have done with these languishing airs, 
and march." — " What do you mean?" cried Aman. 
da, trembling at her inflamed countenance. — '^ Why,. 
I mean you shall quit this house directly ; and I 
wonder Colonel Belgrave could have the assurance- 
to bring such a creature as you into it." — *^ You 
- mistake indeed," said Amanda : ^^ treachery, not 
inclination, brought me inta it j and I am not what 
you suppose- If, as you say, you will allow me to 
depart, I shall ever regard you as my friend, and ia 
every prayer I offer up to Heaven for myself, you 
shall be remembered." — " Oh dear ! but you shalL 
not impose upon me so easily ! Come," continued 
she, turning to a maid,. ^ and help me to conduct 
this fine lady to the hall.door," — " Gracious Hea- 
ven !" said Amanda, who, by this time, was taken, 
or rather dragged, from the bed, ^' what are you 
about doing with me ? Though I rejoice to. quit the- 
house, -yet surely, surely," she cried, and her soul 
vecoiled at the idea, '^ without a guide, at this hour 
of the night, you will not turn me from it I" She, 
then mentioned Colonel Belgrave's having deprived 
her of her purse and watch, and besought the -wo- 
»an, in the most pathetic terms, to supply her with 

a small: 
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a. small sum, which she solemnlj assured her afroirlflr 
be returned as soon as she reached her friends j and 
ended with saying, she should depart witli gratitude^ 
and joy if she complied with her request, and allowed 
some one (o guide her to a place where she mights 
procure a carriage, — " Such madams as you," replied, 
the imperious woman, '^ are neTer at a loss for means- 
of procuring money, or a, place to go to. I ae# 
through your art well enough ; you want me to pity, 
you, thatl may let you stay till the Colonel returns : 
but who would be fool then, I wondisr ? the tables,. 
I warrant, would soon be turned upon me. Noy. 
no ; out you go this moment VT So saying, sh©> 
rudely seized Amanda, and assisted by another wo- 
man, hurried her down stairs, and out of the house^ 
directly. They carried her to an intricate part o£ 
the wood, and then ran back, leaving the helplessL 
mourner Icaning'against a tree. ^ 

Amanda looked around her: dark and a\i"fu] wer^i 
the shades of the wood : no- light appeared but what- 
carae from a few wandering stars, which only servedr 
to render darkness Tisible. — '' Have mercy upon me^ 
Heaven I" groaned Amanda, as she felt herself sink»- 
ing to the earth. The cold acted as a kind of resto.^ 
rativej and almost immediately revived her. She 
rested her head against a little bank, and as she thus, 
reclined, a tender sadness pervaded her soul, at th&> 
idea of her father's sorrow when he heard of he^ 
fjSLte. " When he hears," cried she, ^^ that I was. 
driven from the. hquse, as unworthy of pity or pro-*. 

tektlQlk;. 
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^ectfon from any being ; that his Amanda, whom h© 
-cherished in his bosom as the dailing of his age, was 
denied the pity he would have shewn the greatest 
wretch that crawls upon the earth, and that she pe- 
rished without shelter, it will break his heart en- 
tirely. Poor Oscar too — alas ! I shall be a source 
of wretchedness to both. Will Lord Mortimer la- 
ment when he hears of my fate? Alas ! I cannot be- 
lieve that he will : he that could leave me in the arms 
of insensibility, and so readily believe ill of me, must 
have a heart steeled against compassion for my suf- 
ferings. But my unhappy father and brother will 
never doubt my innocenci', and by them I shall be 
tenderly and truly mourned." 

The idea of their sufferings at last recalled her 
wandering thoughts, and pity for those sufferings 
made her endeavour to support her own, that she 
might be able to make some efforts for preserving a 
life so precious to them ; besides, she reflected she 
could not hut attribute her expulsion from the bouse 
of infamy to the immediate interposition of Provi- 
dence in her favour ; and whilst her heart swelled 
with gratitude at the idea, her fortitude gradually 
returned. She arose, but the vi^aur of her nerves 
was not equal to the ardour of her intentions. She 
walked on, and as she proceeded, the gloom grew 
more profound : the paths were intricate, and her 
progress was often impeded by the roots of trees, 
and the branches that grew about them. — After wan- 
dering about a considerable time, she at last began to 

' think 
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think that, instead of gaining the skirts, she liafl pe- 
netrated into the very centre of the wood, and that 
to quit it till morning wojild be impossible. Yield* 
ing to this idea, or rather to her excessive weariness^ 
she was seeking for a place to sit down on, when a 
faint light glimmered before her. She instantly 
darted through the path from whence it gleamed, 
and found herself at the extremity of the wood, and 
that the Hght proceeded from a small hamlet conti. 
guons to it. Thither she walked, as fast as her 
trembling limbs would carry her* A profound still* 
ness reigned around, only interrupted by the hoarse 
and hollow barking of some distant dogs, which, m 
such an hour, had something particularly solemn in 
it. The stillness, and sudden disappearance of lights 
from Tarious windows, convinced Amanda that every 
cottage was closed for the night : " And were they 
open," said she, '^ I perhaps should be denied ac- 
cess to any, deprived as I am of the means of re- 
warding kindness." — She shuddered at the Idea of 
passing a night unsheltered: ^' It is now, indeed,'* 
.said she, '' I really know what it is to feel for the 
houseless children of want." — She moved softly 
along : the echo of h^r own steps alarmed her. She had 
nearly reached the end of the hamlet, when before 
a neat cottage, divided from the others by a clump 
of old trees, she saw a venerable man^ who might 
well have passed for an ancient hermit : his grey 
locks thinly shaded his forehead, an expression of 
deep and pensive thought was visible in his counte* 
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'"nance, his arms were folded on his breast, and hts 
'^yes were raised with ai tender melancholy to heaven, 
as if that heaven he contemplated was now the 
abode of some kindred and lamented spirit: ^^ Surely 
«uch a being," thought she, ** will pityme." — &he 
approached him, stood close to him, yet was unno- 
ticed. Thrice she attempted to speak, and thrice 
her heart failed her; at last she summoned all her 
courage to her aid, and faintly articulated, " Pity — '* 
She could add no more, but fainted at his feet. The 
stranger's mind was fraught with all the benevolence 
his countenance depictured; the transient glance he 
had caught of Amanda interested every tender feel- 
ing. He called to his servant, an elderly woman, his 
only companion in the cottage, to assist him in con- 
veying her in. This woman's heart was as tender as 
her master's ; and the youth, the beauty, and forlora 
situation of Amanda, equally excited their wonder 
and pity. It was many minutes ere she opened her 
eyes ; and when she did, her senses were quite be- 
wildered ; and '' My father — ^alas, my father! I shall 
never more behold him !" was all she could articulate. 
She was supported to a small chamber : the old 
woman nndressed her, put her to bed, and sat up 
with her the remainder of the night. Amanda often 
started ; she raved continually of Belgrave, the author 
of her woes, and betrayed the strongest horror : the 
wound he tad inflicted on her heart, she said, the 
hand «>f dei h could only heal. She mentioned the 
cruelty of the Marchioness, called upon her father 

to 
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to save her from destruction, and reproached MbrtU 
mer for aiding to overwhelm her in disgrace. — Sh* 
continued in this situation three days, during which 
the old man and his faithful servant watched her with 
unremitted attention, A neighbouring apothecary 
was summoned to her aid, and a girl from one of the 
cottages procnrod to sit up with her at night. The 
old man frequently knelt by the bedside, watching 
•with anxiety for a favourable symptom. Her inco- 
herent expressions pierced him to the heart ; he felt, 
from mournful sympathy, for the father she so pa- 
thetically mentioned, and invoked Heaven to restore 
her to him. 

The afternoon of the third day, Amanda, after 4 
long slumber,uwoke, perfectly restored to her senses: 
it was many minutes, however, after her waking, ere 
she recollected all the circumstances that had caused 
her present situation. She at last opened the cur* 
tain, and percoiVcd the old woman, whom we shall 
hereafter call Eleanor, seated by the bedside. '^ I 
fear," said she, with a languid smile, "I have beeii 
the occasion of a great deal of trouble." — '* No, 
no," replied the kind Eleanor, delighted to hear her 
speak so calmly, and drawing back a little of the 
curtain at the same time, to observe her looks. — . 
Amanda inquired how long she had been ill? — Elea- 
nor informed her, and added, " Heaven, my dear 
child was kind to you, in throwing you in my mas- 
ter's nay, who delights at befriending the helpless." 
'^^'^ Heaven will reward him !" exclaimed Amanda. 

Th# 
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The chamber was gloomy : she requested one of 
the shutters might be opened. Eleanor complied 
T?ithher desire ; and a ray of^he declining sun dart- 
ing through the casement, cheered her pensile heart. 
She perfectly remembered the venerable figure she 
had beheld on the threshold of the cottage, and was 
impatient to express her gratitude to him : the next 
day, she trusted, would give her an opportunity of 
doing so, as she then resolved, if possible, to rise. 
The wish of her soul was to be with her father. Ere 
he could receive any intimation of what had happen, 
ed, she resolved to communicate to her benevolent 
host the incidents which had placed her in such a 
situation ; and sheflattered herself, on hearing them^ 
he would accommodate her with the means of retnrn*^ 
ing to Ireland : if unable (unwilling she could not 
think she should find him) to do this, she then in. 
tended writing to her father. This measure, how* 
ever, she fervently trusted, she should have lio oc« 
casion to take, as she well knew the shock such tf 
letter would give him. 

Contrary to the inclination of Eleanor, she arose 
the next day; and as soon as she was dressed, sent 
to request Mr. Howell's company. — Eleanor had in- 
formed her of her master's name. 

The chamber was on the ground-floor; before the 
windows was a row of neat white cottages, and be. 
hind them rose a range of lofty hills, covered to the 
very summit with trees, now just bursting into ver- 
dure. Before the cottage ran a clear murmuring ri. 

YOL. II* H vulet. 
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Yulet, at vhich some young girls were wasHitig 
clothes, whilst others spread them uponliedges ; and 
all beguiled their labour with singing, chatting, and 
laughing together, — " Ah, happy creatures !" cried 
Amanda; " screened byyour native hills, you know 
nothing of the vices or miseries of the great world ; ^ 
nt) snares lurk beneath the flowery paths you tread, 
to wring your hearts with anguish, and nip the early 
blossoms of your youth !" 

The old roan appeared, and interrupted ker medi- 
tations. When he beheld the pale face of Amanda 
beaming with angelic sweetness, when he ^aw her 
emaciated baud extended towards him, while her soft 
vpice uttered her grateful acknowledgments, his emo. 
iions could not be suppressed ; he pressed her hand 
between his, tears rolled idown the furrows of his 
face, and he exclaimed, ^^ I thank the Almighty -for 
reviving this sweet flower!*' — ^A deep sob from 
Amanda proved how much he had afiected her feeU 
in^s. He was alarmed, and hastily endeavoured to 
Compose his own, out of regard to hers. 

When a little composed, with grateful sweetness^ 
she continued to thank him for his kindness*-*- 
*'.Pity^" said she, ** is a a weet emotion to excite ; 
yet from you, without esteem^ it ^would be humlli^ 
a ting; and esteem I cannot flatter myself with ob« 
faioing, till I have accounted for being a wretched 
wanderer." She then gave a brief account of her 
father, and the events of her life. — *^ Ah, my dear," 
cried the old man^ as she finished her narrative^ 



CHlLDIlEir OF THE ABBET. 24J 

^^* yoti have reason indeed to regret your knowledge 
of Belgnave ; but the sorrow he has occasioned you, 
I beliere and trust, will be but transient ; that which 
he has given me will be lasting as my life. Yott 
look astonished ! alas, but for him, I might now 
haye been blessed with a daughter as lovely and as 
amiable as Fitzalan's ! I see you are too delicate to 
express the curiosity my words have inspired, but I 
thall not hesitate to gratify it ; my relation will 
draw the tear of pity from your eye, but the sorrows 
of others often reconcile us \b our own." 
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CHAP. XIV. 

And K)ft, as ease and healtli retire 

To breezy lawn, or forest deep» 
The friend shall view yon whitening «pire. 

And 'mid the varied landscape, weep ; 
But thou who owu'st that earthy bed) 

Ah ! what wi}l ev'ry dirge avail? 

CoiLiNs's Odx on TnoMBOv, 

^^ Many years are now elapsed since I took up my 
residence in this sequestered hamlet : I retired to it 
in distaste with the world, whose vices had robbed me 
of the dearest treasure of my heart. Two childrem 
cheered my solitude $ and in training them up to 
Tirtue, I lost the remembrance of half my cares. My 
6on^ when qualified^ was sent to Oxford, as a friend 

H 2 had 



'S44 CUILDREN OF THE ABBKT* 

bad promised to provide for him in the church ; hrit 
my daughter was destined to retirement, not only 
from the narrowness of my income, but from a 
thorough conviction it was best calculated to ensuFe 
her felicity. 

^' Juliana was the child of innocence and content ; 
fihe knew of no greater happiness than that of pro- 
moting mine, of no pleasui*es but what the hamlet 
tould afford ; and was one of the gayest, as well as 
the loveliest, of its daughters. One fatal evening I 
buffered her to go, with some of her young compa. 
liions, to a rustic ball, given by the parents of Bel- 
,grave to th^ir tenants, on coming down to Wood- 
house, from which they had been long absent. The 
graces of my child immediately attracted the notice 
of their son. Though young in years, he was already 
a professed libertine ; the conduct of his father had 
tet him an example of dissipation, which the volati- 
lity of his own disposition too readily inclined him 
to follow. His heart immediately conceived the 
basest schemes against Juliana, which the obscurity 
4)f her situation prompted him to think might readily 
be accomplished. 

'.' From this period he took every opportunity of 
rth rowing himself in her way. ' My suspicious, or 
ratlier my fears, were soon excited, for I knew not 
'then the real depravity of Belgrave ; but I "knew 
that an attachment between him and my daughter 
"would prove a source of uneasiness to both, from 
the disparity fortune Md placed between them. My 

ta3k 
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task in conyincing Juliana of the impropriety of en. 
couraging such an attachment, was not a difficult 
one; but, alas! I saw the ct)n?iction was attended 
with a pang of anguish, whioh pierced me to the 
soul. Belgrave, from the assumed softness and de. 
licacy of his manners, had made an impression on her 
heart, which was not to be erased ; every effort, 
however, which prudence could suggest, she resolved 
to make ; and in compliance with my wishes, avoid- 
ed Belgrave. This conduct soon Convinced' him it 
would be a difficult matter to lull my caution, or 
betray her innocence; and finding all his attempts to 
gee, or convey a letter to her, ineffiectual, he depart.^ 
ed with his parents from Woodhouse. 

*' Juliana heard of his departure with a forced^ 
smile ; but a starting tear and colourless cheek too 
clearly denoted to me the state of her mind^. I shall 
not attempt to describe my sufferings on wftnessing 
hers ; with my pity was mixed a. degree of venera- 
tion for that virtue which, in so young a mind, could 
make such exertions against a passion disapproved of 
by a parent. The evening of his departure, no longer 
under any restraint, she walked out alone, and in- 
stinctively, perhaps, took the road to Woodhouse: 
she wandered to its deepest gloom, and there gave 
way to emotions which, from her efforts to suppress 
them, were become almost too painful to support. 
The gloom of the wood was heightened by the shades 
of evening ; and a solemn stillness reigned around, 
well calculated to inspire pensive tenderness. She 
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-sighed the name of Belgraye in tremulous accentfy 
and lamented their ever having met. A sudden rust^ 
ling among the trees startled her ; and the next mo-> 
ment she beheld him at her feet, exclaiming^ ^ Wr 
Lave met, my Julifina, nerer more to part !' 

^^ Surprise and confusion so oTerpowered her 
lenses, as to render her for some time unable te at. 
(end to his raptures. When she grew composed, he 
told her he was returned to make her honourably 
lis ; but, to effect thi£ intention, a journey from the 
bamlet was requisite. She turned pale at these words, 
and declared she nerer would consent to a clandes- 
tine measure. This declaiaition did not discourage 
Belgrave ; he knew the interest he had in her heart, 
and this knowledge gaie an energy to his arguments, 
which gradually undermined the resolution of Juli^ 
ana. Already, he said, she had made a sufficient sa- 
jcrifice to filial duty ; surely something was now due 
to loTt like his, which, on her account, would cheer, 
fully submit to innumerable .difficulties. As he was 
under age, a journey to Scotland was unayoidable, 
he said ; and he would haTe made me his confidant 
on the occasion, but that he feared my scrupulous 
delicacy would have opposed his intentions, as con- 
trary to parental authority : he promised Juliana to 
bring her back to the hamlet immediately after the 
ceremony. In short, the plausibility of his argow 
ments, the tenderness of his persuasions, and the 
secret impulses of her heart, at last produced the 
effect he wished, and he received a promise fr'Om her, 

to 
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to put herself under his protection that Tery night. 
But, oh! how impossible to describe my agonies the 
ensuing morning, wbev, instead of my child, I found 
a letter in her room, informing me of her elopement! 
.They were such as a fond parent, trembling for the 
fame and happiness of his child, may conceiye. My 
senses must have sunk beneath them, had they long 
continued ; but Belgraye, according to his promise^ 
hastened back with my child; and: as I sat, solitary 
and pensive, in the apartment she so often had en^ 
livened,' I suddenly beheld her at my feet, supported 
by Belgraye^ as his wife. So great a transition from, 
despair to comfart* was ahnost too powerful for me 
to Support. I asked. my^^ heart, was its present hap«r> 
piness real?. I knelt ; I received my child in my 
arm&; in those feeble arms I seemed to raise her with 
my heart to heaven, in pious gratitude for her re- 
.turning> unsullied. Yet, when my first transports 
were abated, . I. could not help regretting her ever 
having consented to a clandestine union. I entreated 
Belgrave to write,, in- the most submissive terms, to 
his father. He promised to comply with my en^ 
treaty, yet hinted his £^ars that,his compliance would 
be unattended with the success I hoped, lie re- 
quested, if this should be the case, I would allow his 
wife to reside in the cottage till he was of age* Oh, 
liow pleasing a request to. my heart! A month passed 
away in happiness, only allayed by not hearing from 
his father. At the expiration of that time, he de. 
daxed he must depart, having received orders to join 
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his regiment, but promised to retarn as soon as pos- 
sible : he also promised to write ; but a fortnight 
elapsed, and no letter arrived. 

'' Juliana and I grew alarmed, bat it was an alarm 
that only proceeded from fears of his being ill. We 
were sitting one morning at breakfast, when tha 
stopping of a carriage drew us from the table. — 
' He is come !' said Juliana, ^ he is come !' and she 
few to open the door, when, instead of her expected 
•BelgraTe, she belield his father, whose dark and 
haughty visage proclaimed that he came on no chari- 
table intent. Alas ! the occasion of his visit was too 
isoon explained: he came .to have the tiest which 
•bound his son to Juliana broken. My child, on 
hearing this, with firmness declared that she was 
convinced any scheme his cruelty might devise to 
separate them, the integrity as well as tenderness of 
^is son would xendec abortive. — ^ Be not too confix 
dent of that, youQg lady,' cried he, smiling malici- 
ously. lie then proceeded to inform her, that that 
Belgrave, so beloved, and in whose integrity she so 
confided, had himself authorized his intentions, being 
determined to avail himself of nonage to have the . 
marriage broke. 

'' Juliana could hear no more : she sunk, fainting, 
on the bosom of her wretched father. Oh ! what a 
situation was mine, when, as I clasped her wildly 
to my heart, and called upon her to revive, that 
heart whispered me, it was cruelty to wish she should I 
Alft^! too soon she did, to a keen perception of 

misery. 
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misery. The marriage i^asdissolTed, and health and 
happiness fled from her together; yet, from compas- 
sion to me, I saw she strtjggied to support the burthen 
of existence. Erery remedy which had a chance of 
prolonging it, I administered ; bat, alas ! sorrow was 
rooted in her heart ; and it was only its rerooTal, 
which was impossible, that conld hare effected her 
xecoTery. Oh, how often hare I stolen from my bed 
to the door of her apartment, trembling lest I should 
hear the last groan escape her lips I how often hare 
I then heard her deep cocTuIsive sobs, and reproach, 
ed myself for selfishness at the moment, for wishing 
the continuance of her being, which was only wishing 
the continuance of her misery ! Yes, I hare then 
said, ' I resign her, my Creator, unto thee ; I resign 
her, from a certainty that only with thee she can en. 
joy felicity.' But, alas ! in a moment fndl nature 
has triumphed over such a resignation, and prostrate 
-on the ground, I hare implored HeaTen either to 
spare the child, or take the father along with her. 

*^ She saw me unusually depressed one day, and 
proposed a walk, with the hope that any exertion 
from her might recruit my spirits ; but when I saw 
my child, in the yerj bloom of -life, unable to sus- 
tain her feeble frame — when I felt her leaning on 
my almost nerreless arm for support, oh ! how into- 
lerable was the anguish that rived my heart! In rain, 
]^y soft endearments, she strove to mitigate it — I 
averted my face, and wept. She motioned to go to- 
wards Woodhottse : we had got within sight of the 
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wood, when she complained of fatigne, and saldoink^* 
She faUd not been- many minutes in this situation^ 
when she beheld, coming from the wood, BelgraTe, 
and a young girl -she knew to be the steward's danglu 
ter. The familiar manner in which they appeared 
conyersing, left little room to donbt of the footing 
on which they were. The hectic glow of Juliana^f 
complexion gave place to a deadly paleness : sh* 
arose, and returned with me in silence to the cottage^, 
from whence, in -less than a week, she w&s borne to- 
her grave,. 

^^ Eight years,'^ continued he, after a pause oC 
some minutes, ^^.have elapsed since her death, yet 
are her worth, her beauty, and her sufferings, still 
fresh in the remembrance of the inhabitants of the 
jhamlet. In mine, oh Miss Fitzalau ! how painfully, 
how pleasingly do they still exist ! No noisome weed 
is allowed to intermingle in the high grass which haSt 
overgrown her grave, at the head of which some kind 
hand has planted a rose-tree^ whose roses blossom, 
bloom, and die upon the sacred spot. My child is 
gone before me to that earthy bed, to which I hoped 
she would have smoothed my passage. Every spQt^ 
in and about the cottage continually recalls her to 
my view : the ornaments of this little room were all 
the work of that hand, long since mouldered intQ 

dust. In that bed " he stopped, he groaned, 

and tears burst from him ; ^^ in that bed," resumed 
he, in a few minutes, though with a broken TOice, 
^^ she breathed her last sigh ; in that spot I knelt> 

and 
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snd received the last pressure of her clay-cold lips& 
Of a calm night, when all is hushed to repose, I loTe 
to contemplate that heaven to which I hare glTon air 
angel — an angel to whom I hope shortly to be rew 
united : without such a hope, surely, of all men' 
breathing, I should be the most wretched. Oh ! how 
cruel is it then in those who, by raising doubts of an 
hereafter, attempt to destroy such a hope ! — Yesoi^s- 
of error, hide the impious doubts within your hearts', 
nor with wanton barbarity endeavour to deprive thft 
miserable of their last comfort! When this world 
presents nothing but a dreary prospect, how cheers, 
ing to the afflicted to reflect on that future one, where 
all will be bright and happy ! When we mourn over 
the lost friends of our tenderest affections, oh ! how 
consolatory to think we shall be reunited, to theot 
again t How often has this thought suspended my 
tears, and stopped my sighs ! Inspired by it, with 
sudden joy often have I risen from the cold, bed 
where Juliana lies, and exclaimed, ^ O death! where 
is thy sting ? O grave ! where is thy victory ?' both 
lost in the certainty of again beholding my child. ^ 

Amanda shed tears of soft compassion for the fate 
of Juliana and the sorrows of- her father, and felt, if 
possible, her gratitude to Heaven increased, for pre* 
serving her from the snares* of such a monster of de- 
ceit and barbarity as Belgrave*. 

Howell relieved the anxiety she laboured under^ 
about the means of returning home, by assuring her 
he would not only supply her with a sum sufficient 

for 
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for that purpose^ but see her to Parkgate himself.— 
His name struck Amanda; it recalled to remembrance 
her Welch ^iend. She inquired, and heard that the- 
young and tender curate was indeed the son of her 
benefactor.-^-" The softness of Henry's -disposition," 
said his father, " particularly qualifies, him for tho 
sacred function, which preTents his haying occasioB 
to mingle in the concerns of the great world: h« 
writes me word that he is the simple shepherd of ft 
•imple flock." 

One day was all Amanda would derote to the pur- 
pose of recruiting her strength ;. nojthlng could pr- 
Tail on her longer to defer her journey. A chaise 
iiras accordingly procured, into- which, at the first 
dawn of day, she and Howell stepped, followed by 
the blessings of the affectionate Eleanor, who, from 
her own wardrobe, had supplied Amanda with a few 
necessaries to take alo«g with her. The churchyard 
lay about a quarter of a mile from the hamlet ; it was 
only divided from the road by a low* and broken 
wall : old trees shaded the grass*grown graye, and 
gave a kind of solemn gloominess' to the place. — i 
^* See," said Howell, suddenly taking Amanda's 
hand, and letting down the glass, '' see the bed 
where Juliana reposes !" — The grave was distinguish- 
ed by the rose-tree at its head: the morning breeze 
gently agitated the high anCl luxuriant grass which 
covered it. Amanda gazed on it with inexpressible 
sadness ; but the emotions it excited in her breast 
she endeavoured to check, in pity to the wretched 

father. 
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-father, who exclaimed, while tears trickled down his 
pale and furrowed cheeks, *^ There lies my trea- 
«ure !" — She tried to divert him from, his sorrows, 
by talkiflg of his son : she described his little resi* 
deuce, which he had uever seen. Tkus, by recalling 
to his recollection the blessings he yet possessed, 
checking his anguish for those he had lost. 

The weakness of Amanda would not allow them 
to travel expeditiously : they slept one night on the 
road, and the next day, to her great joy, arrived at 
Parkgate, as she had all along dreaded a pursuit from 
Belgrave. A packet was to sail about four o'clock 
in the afternoon. She partook^'o^.a slight repast with 
her benevolent friend, who attended her to the boat, 
and with starting tears gave and received an adieu. 
She promised to write as sooa as she reached home, 
and assured him his kindness would never be obli. 
te rated from her heart. He watched her till she eiu 
tered the ship, then returned to the inn, and imme* 
diately set off for the hamlet, with a mind somewhat 
cheered by the consciousness of having served a 
fellow-creature. 
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